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Unethical Lifting of Covenant on famous heritage
property

Scandal at the National Trust

The National Trust have shredded a covenant protecting the fabulous
Swanbourne property "Nyleeta" at 19 Central Avenue, to allow the current
owner to make millions of dollars extra profit through a subdivision forbidden by
the covenant.

Veteran Fremantle real estate agent Mark Brophy, who favours covenants,
says he is "stunned" at the outrageous behaviour from an organisation that is
"supposed to protect buildings and curtilage. This is extraordinary and
disgraceful," he said.

The National Trust's unethical behaviour, in agreeing to lift the restrictions,
undermines the very intent of the idea of a covenant protecting properties for
future generations.

In 1994 The Fremantle Society met Alison Cairns, born at Nyleeta 75 years
earlier, then the last of 6 children, to help her protect the property from
subdivision or demolition. Her father had built the property and Alison walked to
PLC school with other girls who lived nearby. "Nyleeta", meaning "place of wild
honey" has spectacular views across Lake Claremont to the city, and was the

https://mailchi.mp/088c2b437715/national-trust-scandal

1/3


http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;

12/06/2026, 09:37 National Trust Scandal

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

Even after selling off the tennis court, there were 2100 sgm of land that Alison
wanted to protect forever, to allow children a large garden to play in with the
cubby house in the distance.

A covenant was drawn up with the National Trust, with Alison knowing she
would not get top price at auction when she moved out to go to St Louis Estate.
She was thrilled that her property was to be protected forever, or so she
thought.

The current owner Richard Young paid Phil Griffiths, the same person whose
conservation plan for Fremantle Oval was condemned by experts as not
protecting world heritage values there, to write a 300 page report to get the
covenant lifted. In approving the lifting of the covenant, the National Trust went
along with spurious ideas such as "offering an opportunity for another family to
reside in the area" and "would help the owner manage the large garden."

Anger is building in the community, with one former top bureaucrat saying the
National Trust is nothing but an arm of the state government, given a bucket of
money and told not to engage in advocacy for heritage. A lawyer who worked at
the Trust says they are "terrible to work for and are totally disorganised."

The National Trust must immediately revoke their action and reinstate the
covenant, to restore faith in the planning system if not the National Trust.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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