
Legal Action Against Mayor of 
Fremantle

26 May The Fremantle Society sent 
the following email to the mayor 
asking that the item 
mentioned going to council be 
rewritten. Instead the mayor on 27 
May posted a video on the mayoral 
Facebook and Instagram accusing 
the President John Dowson and The 
Fremantle Society of racism. 
Dear Mayor Fitzhardinge
 
re C2505-17 Manjaree - Vision Purpose Guiding Principles
 
The above item going to council this Wednesday 28 May is 
probably the most divisive and disgraceful item to have been 
put forward to council for decades.
 
The area, known officially as Arthur Head, not Manjaree, is one 
of the most important colonial historic sites in Australia. It also 
has significance for Aboriginal people.
 
There are many layers of history for Arthur Head besides it 
being the site of the oldest building in Western Australia.
 
As we head towards the State's Bicentenary, there needs to be 
planning which celebrates 200 years of those many layers of 
history, and also acknowledges the perspectives of Aboriginal 
people.
 
Your council item is focussed on Aboriginal issues and reflects 
poorly on the Towards 2029 Working Group whose only 
community member was Aboriginal.
 
This shockingly biassed item should be withdrawn and redone. 
 
The Bicentenary must be a positive and inclusive time, that 
brings people together, and not divides them as you are doing.
 
Sincerely,
 
John
 
John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
Fremantle
Western Australia 6160
Australia

John.dowson@yahoo.com
0409223622

Support from members 
appreciated.
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