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28 May 2025

Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge
Mayor of Fremantie
PO Box 807, Fremantle WA 6959

ANDTO

The City of Fremantle
PO Box 807, Fremantle WA 6959

BY EMAIL: mayor@fremantie.wa.gov.au
Dear Mayor Fitzhardinge
The Fremantle Soclety and Mr John Dowson

I represent The Fremantie Society and also its President, Mr John Dowson personally and this
letter is on behalf of both,

The Fremantle Society is a highly respecied body whose aim is the preservation of the heriloge
of Fremantle. Its commitlee are respected members of the community.

Mr Dowson, the President is highly respected in fremantie and the state as a champion for
heritage and for fremantie. As a historian, Mr Dowson confinues 1o research extensively the
interactions between Aboriginal people and others as part of the history of WA,

On Monday, on behalf of The Fremantle Society, John Dowson sent you a letter in your
capacity as Mayor of the City of Fremantle in relation fo planning for the Bicentenary in 2029.
The letter was sent, so | am instructed, with the approval of the full commitiee of The Fremantie
Society.

The letter stated:

“As we head towards the State's Bicentenary, there needs to be planning which
celebrates 200 years of those many layers of history, and also acknowledges the
perspectives of Aboriginal people”

“Your council item is focussed on Aboriginal issues and reflects poorly on the Towards
2029 Working Group whose only communily member was Aboriginal.”

“The Bicentenary must be a positive and inclusive fime, that brings people fogether,
and not divides them as you are doing”.

In short, my clients were asking for wider inclusivity, while at the same time including “the
perspectives of aboriginal people”. This is not racism but the opposite.

Yesterday, as “mayor-hannch-freo” you posted a video on various social media sites “caling
out racism", referring only o the above letter and 1o John Dowson and The fremantie Society.
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You condemn my clients for criticising the fact that you wished to include aboriginal people in
the Bicentennial celebration, This statement was a gross missepresentiation of the contents of
the letter from The Fremantle Society, and was a lle.

| understand that you have uploaded the video to Instagram and Facebook and it has gone
viral. Comments made in relation to the video are disrespectiul of my chents. One comment
describes my clients as "poisonous”.

John Dowson asked you in a comment to take the video down but | understond that you
refused to do so.

In Australia, an accusation of racism is one of the most egregious things one could say about
any person or body and would very definitely have the effect of lowering the standing and
reputation of any person in the community who is so accused.

In other words, the statement that you were “calling out racism” in reference 1o my clents
constifutes a very serious defamation.

You clearly made the video in your capacity as Mayor of Fremantie and therelore the City of
Fremantie is one of the publishers, hence this letier is also directed to the City of Fremantie

The defamation is made more serious because the video cannot be recalled, it will remain on
the world-wide web forever, and my clients will be forever tainted by it.

On behalf of my clients, | require you and the City of Fremantie to pull the video off all social
media platforms on which it is curently made accessible.

An apology will not go viral as the video has. Nonetheless, my clients ask you for an apology
in wording to be approved by me, to be broadcast as quickly as possible on the same social
media as the video was broadcast. We also require you o send the apology o every person
who has commented on the video.

My clients reserve their rights to claim damages and other relief,

26 May The Fremantle Society sent
the following email to the mayor
asking that the item

mentioned going to council be
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rewritten. Instead the mayor on 27
May posted a video on the mayoral
Facebook and Instagram accusing
the President John Dowson and The

Fremantle Society of racism.
Dear Mayor Fitzhardinge

re C2505-17 Manjaree - Vision Purpose Guiding Principles

The above item going to council this Wednesday 28 May is
probably the most divisive and disgraceful item to have been
put forward to council for decades.

The area, known officially as Arthur Head, not Manjaree, is one
of the most important colonial historic sites in Australia. It also
has significance for Aboriginal people.

There are many layers of history for Arthur Head besides it
being the site of the oldest building in Western Australia.

As we head towards the State's Bicentenary, there needs to be
planning which celebrates 200 years of those many layers of
history, and also acknowledges the perspectives of Aboriginal
people.

Your council item is focussed on Aboriginal issues and reflects
poorly on the Towards 2029 Working Group whose only
community member was Aboriginal.

This shockingly biassed item should be withdrawn and redone.

The Bicentenary must be a positive and inclusive time, that
brings people together, and not divides them as you are doing.


mailto:John.dowson@yahoo.com

Sincerely,
John

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
Fremantle

Western Australia 6160
Australia

John.dowson@yahoo.com
0409223622

Support from members
appreciated.
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