Mayor of Fremantle - Two Scandals in
One Week
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Woolstores: Officers Recommend
Refusal - Mayor Thinks Otherwise

Architect Carl Payne did the above drawings for us showing in
blue what Fini intends to get rid of and the bottom image shows
just how overbearing the new development will be after
demolishing 30% of the facade.

There are two scandals to deal with, but today there is room
just for the first one - the Fini Cantonment Street Woolstore
development.

Within minutes of the officers releasing their report that
recommended refusal of the development because it
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aemoiltisnea too mucn or tne nerltage o1 tne Duuomg, me mayor
released an alternative recommendation to APPROVE it.

This adds to the mayors appalling record regarding Fremantle's
heritage where there appears to be no evidence of her ever
defending the heritage values of the town she is paid $3,000 a
week to protect and enhance since she has been on council
from 2017.

The refusal of the developer to change the plans to meet the
requests of the DAC (Design Advisory Committee) suggest
they have been promised from the start that the mayor will
make sure they will get an approval.

The issue goes to council Wednesday night at 6pm then to
JDAP.

This is what The Fremantle Society wrote to the mayor and
councillors tonight:

Carl Payne and Ken Adam were commissioned by the
Fremantle Society to add to the expertise of the Fremantle
Society, and 3 weeks were spent studying the plans and the
issues.

In your agenda documents, the Fremantle Society submission
is number 240, Carl's is 233, and Ken Adams is 257.

It is most concerning to hear that apparently the mayor will
move a motion for approval instead of following the officers'
advice for refusal.

As some councillors like to say "this is an exciting proposal" -
the opportunity to revitalise a huge heritage building. There are
many reasons to want to have this development approved and
underway, but the developer appears to have refused to
change his plans to accommodate concerns expressed by DAC



(Design Advisory Committee), which include: "Consider ways to
retain more of the original building fabric behind the facades
including portions of the roof, floors or other structural
elements," and "Consider the possibility of retaining more of the
existing 1950/60s buildings, avoid facadism and providing
conservation and repair to significant areas and elements."

There is far too much demolition of original fabric,
including 30% of the facades, so that the final result will look
less like a majestic woolstore and more like a pile of bricks
topped with multi million dollar apartments looking over the top
of us.

Among the 299 submissions there are many excellent ones
supporting the skateboarding history - well argued and
supportable. But there is no-one except the Fremantle Society
seemingly concerned about the importance of the evolution of
the wool industry in Western Australia as expressed by the
gradual extension and gravitas of the building and the heritage
significance that gives the site. DAC at their final meeting
recommended that the developer: "Consider how the history of
this place and site can be integrated and how it can impact the
design proposal to ground it and connect it to its context." We
suggest that the $1.1 million percent for art could be used on
the Beach Street elevation reinstating as a public artwork the
rail link to the building from the port, with its platform, forming a
useful part of the future use of the building.

But that is a 1% issue. The 99% issue is that more of the
facades and internal heritage should be kept.

The fourth attachment shows in blue what SHOULD BE
retained but which is intended to be demolished and shows the
removal of one storey from the project which is our
recommendation.

Fini's last application to council (49 Phillimore Street) saw the
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mayuor driy Crs vvildirsori-vvory, Alrcinpdiu, vdlil DOIssell dliu
Lang support the shocking over reach of two storey apartments
on top of a two storey heritage building in the precious West
end, which was one of the worst council decisions of the past
30 years, and which by precedent will lead to serious damage
to the West End.

We need support for good development, not any development,
and it is most concerning in an important heritage town that the
mayor has not shown support for Fremantle's heritage in any
significant way since arriving on council in 2017.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622



