
Hours taken to Control Massive 
Pipe Breach

Have the Wooden Blocks Been 
Damaged?
Just a few days before the massive water pipe breach in High 
Street on Tuesday, the Fremantle Society wrote to the CEO of 
Fremantle Council about the poorly maintained street surface in 
Mouat Street above the precious wooden blocks underneath 
that are in danger as plants are growing through the surface of 
the bitumen, allowing water ingress.

Then outside Issimo Cafe opposite the Bar Orient, an old water 
pipe burst hurling debris across the road that broke windows, 
and threw a massive water spout into the air that was not 
controlled by the Water Corporation  for hours.

A massive amount of water ran down High Street and then 
down Mouat.

Time will tell how much damage was done by the massive 
amount of water.

Water Corporation staff said because the rupture occurred after 
hours, 'staff were at home in bed'.

The Fremantle Society spent weeks writing a landmark report 
into wooden blocks under streets in Fremantle that has been 
totally ignored by the Water Corporation and Fremantle 
Council, leading the Fremantle Society to apply to the Heritage 
Council to have Mouat Street heritage listed separately on the 
State Register on the basis of its remnant significant wooden 
block numbers. The submission has been accepted by the 
Heritage Council and time will tell if they agree to give the 
wooden blocks the attention and protection they deserve. 

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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