
Fremantle Council Fails to Protect 
Important Heritage - Yet Again

Mouat Street Wooden Blocks Under 
Threat
Plants should not be growing in the middle of the streets as 
shown in this photo taken today (top - the bottom photo is from 
2020 when the wooden blocks were rediscovered).

But because Fremantle Council won't clean up the town and 
won't repair the roads in a timely manner, we see holes 
everywhere and plants growing where bitumen should be.

Why does that matter?  Because, Mouat Street is the best 
remaining example in Western Australia of wooden jarrah 
blocks underneath the bitumen from road surface days. The 
fact that the road is not maintained means that water can get to 
the wooden blocks and destroy them quickly.

The Fremantle Society researched this unappreciated heritage 
asset and sent a 12 page report to council years ago but it has 
been totally ignored. Ignored in terms of protecting the wooden 
blocks from damage and ignored in terms of refusing to turn 
this magical archaeological survivor into a tourist attraction by 
revealing some of the blocks.

The Fremantle Society today lodged an urgent submission 
with the Heritage Council of WA to get Mouat Street 
heritage listed because of the extensive existing wooden 
blocks there, and to get the Heritage Council to intervene 
to get Fremantle council to take action to protect the 
wooden blocks.

This is part of the submission sent today:

 
John Dowson, President of the Fremantle Society, researched 
the history of Australian timber wooden blocks in Australia and 
overseas used to pave streets after the rediscovery of sizeable 
remnant areas of wooden blocks in the street where he lives, 
Mouat Street, Fremantle. That ground breaking research shows 
how interesting this hidden story is in the history of making our 
roads, and the report argues that the small surviving remnant 
areas are in urgent need of protection, interpretation, and 
appreciation. Here is the final paragraph of the 12 page 2020 
research  document supporting the value of protecting and 
interpreting of surviving wooden blocks in Fremantle which are 
mainly found in Mouat Street:
 
The rediscovery of a substantial number of wooden blocks in 
Mouat Street is a highly significant scientific find in a world-
class heritage town. It vividly tells the story of what has gone 
before. Fremantle Council needs to act NOW to get these 
blocks conserved and presented to the public where they are, 
through a covering of appropriate glass and with detailed 
interpretation. Given the grief caused to local businesses for 
many months by the necessary but intrusive Pipes project, an 
archaeological discovery like this made visible to the public 
would be a great, and a positive outcome after so much 
disruption. The project should begin now, not in the future, 
when people have forgotten where the blocks are.
 
“The only good example of roadmaking in the Fremantle district 
is where wood-paving has been laid down” The Weekly Herald, 
Fremantle, 22 June, 1923.
 
 
Mouat Street Fremantle is situated in the West End Heritage 
Precinct as listed by the Heritage Council of Western Australia 
and is shown on the attached map as being the north south 
street parallel to Cliff and Henry Streets, also north -south. The 
significance of Mouat Street is the extensive amount of wooden 
block surface still existing underneath the existing bitumen in 
urgent need of protection from water seepage due to road 
surface not being maintained by Fremantle Council and also 
the need to have the place heritage listed separately in addition 
to the precinct listing for the West End.
 
 
The attached 12 page report establishes the basis for the 
importance of the use of wooden blocks in the growth of 
Australian towns and cities as a building material 
covering  some 80 years from the 1860s, and why Fremantle's 
Mouat Street is such a rare and significant example of that not 
visible but present history, that should be revealed. 
 
The story of road making that joins all the places in Western 
Australia together is an important story in the development of 
every place on the various heritage registers. The use of high 
quality Western Australian jarrah for uses such as paving roads 
in Western Australia  and overseas for decades particularly 
after the 1880s is itself fascinating, and why Mouat Street is so 
important is because it represents possibly the best remaining 
evidence of the use of wooden blocks for street paving, and is 
itself a highly accessible place to view them if they were 
properly exposed and interpreted as they should be. The fact 
that there are significant remnants of wooden blocks under the 
bitumen in Mouat Street Fremantle unknown to most people, 
especially in such an accessible location around the 
intersection of Mouat and High Streets Fremantle, in 1910 
considered the busiest intersection in Fremantle, means they 
need to be protected and interpreted. The matter is urgent and 
important, especially given the poor state of the road surface 
above the blocks which is allowing water to penetrate onto the 
blocks. Attached photo shows plants actually growing in the 
roadway where the surface is broken. There needs to be an 
urgent response to this issue to ensure that the road surface is 
repaired and not left broken and does not allow water to get to 
the wooden blocks and damage them. 
 
The presence of the surviving wooden blocks is a highly 
significant archaeological treasure that is unappreciated, 
unprotected, and currently unsafe due to  Fremantle's Council's 
negligence, as they know of the presence of the blocks and 
know that the road surface is breaking up, allowing water to 
penetrate through to the rare wooden blocks and damage 
them.
 
Mouat Street was paved with wooden blocks in 1898 and those 
blocks remained unharmed for decades while other nearby 
streets such as High Streets, had tram lines inserted, causing 
problems sealing the blocks from water damage.
 
Mouat Street: named after one of Captain Fremantle's 
Lieutenants, runs north south from Phillimore Street in the north 
to Marine Parade in the south, passing through High Street. 
Currently it is a one way road (north to south) in the historic 
West End heritage precinct of Fremantle listed by the Heritage 
Council. Either side of the street comprises one and two storey 
commercial buildings, with some residential components. 
Fremantle Council allows parking on both sides of the street.
 
John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
 
0409 223622
 
14 November, 2024.
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But because Fremantle Council won't clean up the town and 
won't repair the roads in a timely manner, we see holes 
everywhere and plants growing where bitumen should be.

Why does that matter?  Because, Mouat Street is the best 
remaining example in Western Australia of wooden jarrah 
blocks underneath the bitumen from road surface days. The 
fact that the road is not maintained means that water can get to 
the wooden blocks and destroy them quickly.

The Fremantle Society researched this unappreciated heritage 
asset and sent a 12 page report to council years ago but it has 
been totally ignored. Ignored in terms of protecting the wooden 
blocks from damage and ignored in terms of refusing to turn 
this magical archaeological survivor into a tourist attraction by 
revealing some of the blocks.

The Fremantle Society today lodged an urgent submission 
with the Heritage Council of WA to get Mouat Street 
heritage listed because of the extensive existing wooden 
blocks there, and to get the Heritage Council to intervene 
to get Fremantle council to take action to protect the 
wooden blocks.

This is part of the submission sent today:

 
John Dowson, President of the Fremantle Society, researched 
the history of Australian timber wooden blocks in Australia and 
overseas used to pave streets after the rediscovery of sizeable 
remnant areas of wooden blocks in the street where he lives, 
Mouat Street, Fremantle. That ground breaking research shows 
how interesting this hidden story is in the history of making our 
roads, and the report argues that the small surviving remnant 
areas are in urgent need of protection, interpretation, and 
appreciation. Here is the final paragraph of the 12 page 2020 
research  document supporting the value of protecting and 
interpreting of surviving wooden blocks in Fremantle which are 
mainly found in Mouat Street:
 
The rediscovery of a substantial number of wooden blocks in 
Mouat Street is a highly significant scientific find in a world-
class heritage town. It vividly tells the story of what has gone 
before. Fremantle Council needs to act NOW to get these 
blocks conserved and presented to the public where they are, 
through a covering of appropriate glass and with detailed 
interpretation. Given the grief caused to local businesses for 
many months by the necessary but intrusive Pipes project, an 
archaeological discovery like this made visible to the public 
would be a great, and a positive outcome after so much 
disruption. The project should begin now, not in the future, 
when people have forgotten where the blocks are.
 
“The only good example of roadmaking in the Fremantle district 
is where wood-paving has been laid down” The Weekly Herald, 
Fremantle, 22 June, 1923.
 
 
Mouat Street Fremantle is situated in the West End Heritage 
Precinct as listed by the Heritage Council of Western Australia 
and is shown on the attached map as being the north south 
street parallel to Cliff and Henry Streets, also north -south. The 
significance of Mouat Street is the extensive amount of wooden 
block surface still existing underneath the existing bitumen in 
urgent need of protection from water seepage due to road 
surface not being maintained by Fremantle Council and also 
the need to have the place heritage listed separately in addition 
to the precinct listing for the West End.
 
 
The attached 12 page report establishes the basis for the 
importance of the use of wooden blocks in the growth of 
Australian towns and cities as a building material 
covering  some 80 years from the 1860s, and why Fremantle's 
Mouat Street is such a rare and significant example of that not 
visible but present history, that should be revealed. 
 
The story of road making that joins all the places in Western 
Australia together is an important story in the development of 
every place on the various heritage registers. The use of high 
quality Western Australian jarrah for uses such as paving roads 
in Western Australia  and overseas for decades particularly 
after the 1880s is itself fascinating, and why Mouat Street is so 
important is because it represents possibly the best remaining 
evidence of the use of wooden blocks for street paving, and is 
itself a highly accessible place to view them if they were 
properly exposed and interpreted as they should be. The fact 
that there are significant remnants of wooden blocks under the 
bitumen in Mouat Street Fremantle unknown to most people, 
especially in such an accessible location around the 
intersection of Mouat and High Streets Fremantle, in 1910 
considered the busiest intersection in Fremantle, means they 
need to be protected and interpreted. The matter is urgent and 
important, especially given the poor state of the road surface 
above the blocks which is allowing water to penetrate onto the 
blocks. Attached photo shows plants actually growing in the 
roadway where the surface is broken. There needs to be an 
urgent response to this issue to ensure that the road surface is 
repaired and not left broken and does not allow water to get to 
the wooden blocks and damage them. 
 
The presence of the surviving wooden blocks is a highly 
significant archaeological treasure that is unappreciated, 
unprotected, and currently unsafe due to  Fremantle's Council's 
negligence, as they know of the presence of the blocks and 
know that the road surface is breaking up, allowing water to 
penetrate through to the rare wooden blocks and damage 
them.
 
Mouat Street was paved with wooden blocks in 1898 and those 
blocks remained unharmed for decades while other nearby 
streets such as High Streets, had tram lines inserted, causing 
problems sealing the blocks from water damage.
 
Mouat Street: named after one of Captain Fremantle's 
Lieutenants, runs north south from Phillimore Street in the north 
to Marine Parade in the south, passing through High Street. 
Currently it is a one way road (north to south) in the historic 
West End heritage precinct of Fremantle listed by the Heritage 
Council. Either side of the street comprises one and two storey 
commercial buildings, with some residential components. 
Fremantle Council allows parking on both sides of the street.
 
John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
 
0409 223622
 
14 November, 2024.
 


