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How now, our Round House"

by INGRID VAN BREMEN

“WITH a looming Bicentenary

and a Fremantle council
disinterested in Fremantle’s
~ history, what is the future

for the state’s oldmt ubhc
buﬂdmg - the RounJ
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| House, Johf\Dowson.
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1829-1856, Prisoriers and Patients on
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Street,
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Fremantle gaol from 1831 until volunteer guide at the Round
spen House starting in 20’
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and quarters, and now as museum een o -
and tourist attraction. They were men, women and

The author, Steve Errington, d“ld_m sailors, Cdoillal settlers
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and the gaolers” families who lived

He has long-term connections

with the RWAHS and the National

Trust (WA). For lum, the subject
personal: he has been a

place is

there with them.

Some of the stories are
surprising: people who escaj
if only for a while, people who

returned many times, and people

who)found romance (spmler ert
52,

% The detective work of following

up individuals like these must

have been exhausting, but in these

cases so rewarding.

Locked up

The documented details of
all these individuals have been
collected in the companion
volume: Locked up in Fremantle.

This companion volume is
ongamsed in alphabetical name

As the author notes - man;
of the names are not recorde
elsewhere, and so this volume

that we can learn from them and
roduce a better future together,
gor all of us.
The Round House book
concludes with an account of the
demise of the place with the loss

of its original use, ats of
demolition for the sake of safety,
for v:ews, or by neglect.

d each time champions
for conservation emerged, with
historians to the fore. -

In 2022, Errington’s concluding
paragra h was- “One hundred
the first call for tenders
to demohsh it, Western Australia’s
oldest building is in safe hands
and volumeer guides stand ready

becomes an daily visitors.”

to the Dictionaries of Western In 2025 the guides are still

Australians by previous authors. ready, but is the place in safe
The coverage is guided by the hands?

records and even-handed There is serious neglect of
The pi maintenance to the seaward

deprivations, and the sufferi
the various inmates is a palpal le

limestone walls, neglect of
interpretation upgrades, and a

part of the human story. Fremantle council considering =
The role of the placeinlocking  giving it all up to the state

up and holding * g

people (some 400 individuals For conservation architects

out of the 2400 between 1831 lanners, the Round House

and 1856, and later more of bu:l ling is valued for its design

them on their way to Rottnest in a strong geometrical form,

Island) is ack ledged, as is the ion with local li

undoubted discrimination and and position on the hi; d

reports of truly awful conditions. at the focal point of the main town

It is important to record all of
these facts, to tell these stories so
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Round House to be Election Issue

In terms of the State election, next Monday there will be an
announcement about the Round House.

Meanwhile, tomorrow 15th, the Herald has the book review
above by Friend of the Round House Ingrid van Bremen about
Friend of the Round House Steve Errington's two books.

No Herald Articles about Fini Elders
Woolstores

Having promised to publish architect Carl Payne's article on
why the Woolstore development needs to make sure the
modernity does not overwhelm the heritage (ie remove the top
storeys), the Herald has not published a single word about the
community response to the massive long awaited project.

Submissions close 5pm next Tuesday 18th February.

John Dowson

President

The Fremantle Society
John.dowson@yahoo.com

14. February 2025.
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