
Top Politician Booted Out

Fighting for the Community - David 
Honey
Cottesloe MP David Honey, whose electorate includes North 
Fremantle, invited the Fremantle Society to his farewell party. 
He is seen centre above with Nedlands mayor Fiona Argyle 
and Fremantle Society committee members Mark Woodcock 
and Leo McHugh (left). Fremantle Society president John 
Dowson was taking the photograph.

Dumped in February in favour of the former head of the WA 
Property Council Sandra Brewer, it is painful to lose such a 
decent and transparent politician as David Honey.

David took a keen interest in Fremantle issues, joining the 
Society, making substantial donations, and attending our 50 
anniversary dinner. Contrast that to Fremantle Council, who 
lose our submissions, ignore our expertise, and didnt even 
congratulate us on our 50th Anniversary.

David was prepared to stand up for the community against 
greedy developers. He told Parliament (Post 11/11/23): 
"Whatever the developers want, the developers get." He 
described the government's new planning bill then as 
"Shameful and a joke." Claremont's mayor Jock Barker agreed, 
calling for a Royal Commission into state approvals of 
inappropriate developments.

While various mayors and CEO's are lobbying against the 
government's draconian planning laws and the damage they 
are causing, Fremantle politicians like our Labor Mayor 
Fitzhardinge and Labor Member McGurk are supporting them.

When The Fremantle Society president was asked to fly to 
Hobart to speak in their Town Hall against JDAPs (Joint 
Development Assessment Units), David Honey briefed The 
Fremantle Society.

David Honey told the Fremantle Society that a major developer 
 didnt like the government's open space laws designed to 
increase tree canopy cover and the developer got his own 
planning manager to rewrite them, despite the CSIRO warning 
that Perth has already lost 60,000 ha of tree canopy.

Subsequently the open space laws were watered down and the 
previous fixed 10% open space was reduced to 5%. As Gerard 
MacGill, Convenor of the North Fremantle Community 
Association wrote (Post 25/2/23): "Slay the JDAP monster and 
let a thousand flowers (not towers) bloom!"

The Fremantle Society works with various groups and councils 
because the government's planning policies are so draconian 
and so damaging. Last year we helped the Nedlands mayor 
with an issue, and currently the Fremantle Society treasurer is 
the one fixing Nedland's finances, and The Fremantle Society 
 Secretary is helping the Nedlands mayor with architectural 
matters.

But we are focussed on Fremantle, and in the New Year will 
work to help the Round House guides and help to get a 
wonderful inclusive Bicentenary and not the divided one sided 
anti heritage diet fed to the community by the Fremantle 
Council.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
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