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Melrose (Guides Treasurer)

The Round House Needs Your Help- 
Again
Today's Herald signals the birth of a new group Friends of the 
Round House to lobby for much needed funds for the Round 
House and Arthur Head.

No money has been budgetted by Fremantle Council for the 
needs identified in the 2021 Round House Conservation Plan 
(at least $500,000 needed). Besides those identified immediate 
needs for the fabric of the building, historians led balanced 
interpretation of the Round House plus surrounding area and 
its history is needed, along with better facilities for the guides to 
do their work.

For the nation's Bicentenary in 1988, Prime Minister Hawke 
handed over a cheque for $1.5 million for the Round House 
and Arthur Head from the Federal Government. The money 
was split between research and works. According to Fremantle 
Council Planning Director at the time Jeremy Dawkins, "we 
determined to treat the project site as a part of the town".."the 
primary person we had in mind was the resident of Fremantle... 
secondly the people of the Perth region, then Western 
Australians generally. Tourists were welcome." Much was 
learnt. Much was done. The area became a landmark 
attraction.

Fremantle Council has the benefit of years of this research, but 
does nothing with it. It has seriously neglected the area, 
resulting in imminent cliff face collapse and the tunnel being 
closed for years. Its aim seems to be to hand the area over to 
the State Government and Aboriginal groups.

$100,000 was spent on an Interpretation Plan for the Round 
House but the only community members engaged and made 
part of the $100,000 plan for this largely colonial site were nine 
Aboriginal people. No local historian or heritage expert was 
consulted.

Following council community consultation in November 2020 
 (see Round House Conservation Management Plan 
Community Engagement Report) officers noted that a 
Fremantle Society suggestion to get the Round House heritage 
listed at the National Heritage Listing level "is progressing" and 
that "all respondents will be notified."

Five years later there is deafening silence. How hard is it for a 
council officer to fill out a free application form for free National 
Listing and send it off via a free email? Really hard?

We hope you will support the efforts of the Friends of the 
Round House and make your own contribution.

The area is certainly a key part of the town as Jeremy Dawkins 
outlined, but it is also of national significance.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
040922362
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