
Farewell Heritage Icon

What Could Have Been and Should Have
Been
The Fremantle Society farewells the second longest heritage timber bridge of
2,000 in Western Australia, a bridge rated as being of "Exceptional"
significance.

The image above shows what could have been and should have been - a
repurposed traffic bridge for pedestrians and cyclists alongside a new traffic
bridge, as a green belt across the river with cafes, shops, and even yes, an art
gallery.

Despite Fremantle Council's appalling lack of support for the heritage icon, its
own policy states the bridge should be repurposed as a New York style High
Line pedestrian bridge.

Nothing of the original bridge will remain, despite promises.

International timber bridge experts stated that the bridge could have decades of
life left, but Main Roads, in their usual bullying fashion ran their demolition
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process regardless. And, they did so with no attempt to include local heritage or
history experts, while paying Aboriginal people to front meetings with reasons
for the demolition being, among others, that the bridge was dangerous and that
"the trains would fall in the water."

Aboriginal elders The Fremantle Society spoke with were quite happy to see
the bridge remain, though one used by Main Roads justified his keenness to
see demolition as being: "Its not our heritage."

Given the clumsy and unattractive way Main Roads goes about their urban
design planning, and the lamentable High Street/Stirling Highway intersection
which forever has disfigured a main entry into Fremantle, the community
 should demand a well landscaped interface of the new bridge with the
roads and bike paths that will lead off it.

The Fremantle Society spent decades advocating for the magical timber
structure, and a reminder that the brief video we did can be viewed on
YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/Z1zkkaNcyRQ?si=H4qZyBlJJsop2-jV

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

0409 223622

John.dowson@yahoo.com

18/8/24
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