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Fremantle Society: The Bicentenary should:
"be a celebration of bringing people together
and not pushing them apart."
The statement above, from the 19 October 2024 Fremantle Herald article atop
the page, represents The Fremantle Society view on what the Bicentenary
should achieve.

You might think the various local government councils would be working
towards the same goal, but that would be a serious mistake to assume, given
the information leaked to The Fremantle Society by whistleblowers about what
actually goes on within various local councils, and how the "woke mind virus"
often referred to by Elon Musk, has infected so many institutions,

While the article mentions the highly secretive nature of Fremantle Council's
bicentenary committee (but no mention of the exclusion of expert groups like
The Fremantle Society), the goings on in Albany would seem to be harmonious
and delightful ("a year of activity that is sensitively curated"). But the truth is far
different.

Albany paid two consultants from Perth $100,000 to draw up plans for their
Bicentenary, which occurs three years earlier, in 2026.

When the consultants presented their $100,000 ideas to the council, their report
was entitled  "Menang First". When a councillor queried the consultant's title as
being rather one-sided, the consultant said to the councillor: "You must be a
racist!"

Albany has a bicentenary committee, and there are eight Aboriginal people on
it. Each Aboriginal person gets $600 for every meeting attended. White people
get nothing.

The same situation has existed in Fremantle for a long time. And the racial
discrimination is not just with Fremantle Council. When WA Police designed
their $100 million regional headquarters at Fremantle Oval, they paid 80
Aboriginal people for advice - on a colonial site, but failed to even contact the
Fremantle Society. When Main Roads wanted to demolish the heritage listed
Fremantle Traffic Bridge, they did not consult for example The Fremantle
Society, but paid a group of Aboriginal people to guide them, resulting in
comments like: "The bridge should be destroyed... it is not our culture", and
"The bridge must go because it is dangerous and trains may fall off it into the
water."
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Albany's bicentenary preparations have been anything but harmonious and
balanced. They have been messy, bitter, wasteful, and one sided.

It is essential that Fremantle's preparations be open and transparent, balanced
- and interesting for the whole community.

At the moment is appears there is in preparation a land grab by Aboriginal
interests for Arthur Head where the Round House is.

The mayor and her planners may have turned their backs on the wonderful
heritage of Fremantle, but Arthur Head is a place of national colonial
importance and needs to stay that way.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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