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Bicentenary - But One Sided Focus

Bicentenary But One Sided Focus

» Freo council has flagged changes to Arthur Head for the city’s 2029 bicentennary which would be
inclusive and benefit Whadjuk Noongars. Fils photo

Freo coy on 2029

by MARGOT REID

WITH the bicentenary

of Fremantle’s colonial
settlement just five years
away, Fremantle council has
started preparing for the
anniversary — but is heingha
bit shy about revealing what
it has planned.

The council’s Towards 2029
working group, whose purpose
is to assess and propose ideas
around the bicentenary, met
in May and June this year,
but apart from some scant
information from updates
in council agendas the City
wouldn’t provide any details,

“It would be inappropriate
to release information before the
Towards 2029 Working Group
finishes this first stage of work,”
a council spokesperson said.

According to the council's
§mups register, Towards

029 was supposed to have
completed its scoping two to
three months after formglg,

At its June meeting, the
group discussed a tgmject titled
“Manjaree Hub”, the Noongar
name for the Arthur Head area.

That would be consistent
with the May meeting, which
flagged a “long-term vision and
strategic plan for Roundhouse
and Arthur Head Reserve.

“The necessity of enhancing
the culturally significant
Manjaree | Arthur Head Reserve

precinct to include and benefit
the Whadjuk community and
broader First Nation people was
identified as a priority in the
meeting,” one of the updates
revealed.

It foreshadowed a discussion
at the next meeting about “an
EOI process for tenancies of
City managed assets in the
Manjaree area”, but the next
update doesn’t elaborate.

Referendum

Co-designer of the Uluru
statement from the Heart and
Whadjuk traditional owner Joe
Collard said the bicentenary
would be an important year,
especially off the back of the
Voice to Parliament referendum.

Mr Collard said healing and
recovery needed to happen for
First Nations people, and an
important step could be Freo's
enga_?ement with the Whadjuk
People’s Indigenous Land Use

nt.

“Fremantle continues to
maintain a colonial appearance
that is uninviting” he said.

“Local government could
demonstrate good will and
good leadership by returning
sacred area to their traditional
owners who could revitalise
sites like Cantonment Hill.”

Fremantle Society
president John Dowson said
the bicentenarﬁ “should be a

celebration of bringing people
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together and not pushing
people apart”.

Mr Dowson suggested the
government create a longer-
term major project for the entire
community to appreciate.

“Something positive for
the state” such as revitalising
waterways in Western Australia
to provide “clean water and
healthy rivers for us to go back
and fish in and swim in”.

The City of Albany will be
commemorating its bicentenary
of settlement three years before
the rest of the state in 2026
with a year-long celebration of
shared history in the South West
region.

Albany’s community
services director Nathan
Watson described Albany 2026
as “a year of activity that is
sensitively curated to tell the
history of place and people
associated with the community
we now know as Albany,
from the deep past to recent
decades”.

“[The council’s| journey to
Albany 2026 is important to the
success of the 2029 bicentenary
and the premier and state
ministers have been briefed on
Albany’s approach and are very
su}?xnrtive %

Cook government
spokesperson said: “More
information on how WA will
acknowledge this significant
anniversary will be available in
due course.”
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"be a celebration of bringing people together
and not pushing them apart.”

The statement above, from the 19 October 2024 Fremantle Herald article atop
the page, represents The Fremantle Society view on what the Bicentenary
should achieve.

You might think the various local government councils would be working
towards the same goal, but that would be a serious mistake to assume, given
the information leaked to The Fremantle Society by whistleblowers about what
actually goes on within various local councils, and how the "woke mind virus"
often referred to by Elon Musk, has infected so many institutions,

While the article mentions the highly secretive nature of Fremantle Council's
bicentenary committee (but no mention of the exclusion of expert groups like
The Fremantle Society), the goings on in Albany would seem to be harmonious
and delightful ("a year of activity that is sensitively curated"). But the truth is far
different.

Albany paid two consultants from Perth $100,000 to draw up plans for their
Bicentenary, which occurs three years earlier, in 2026.

When the consultants presented their $100,000 ideas to the council, their report
was entitled "Menang First". When a councillor queried the consultant's title as
being rather one-sided, the consultant said to the councillor: "You must be a
racist!"

Albany has a bicentenary committee, and there are eight Aboriginal people on
it. Each Aboriginal person gets $600 for every meeting attended. White people
get nothing.

The same situation has existed in Fremantle for a long time. And the racial
discrimination is not just with Fremantle Council. When WA Police designed
their $100 million regional headquarters at Fremantle Oval, they paid 80
Aboriginal people for advice - on a colonial site, but failed to even contact the
Fremantle Society. When Main Roads wanted to demolish the heritage listed
Fremantle Traffic Bridge, they did not consult for example The Fremantle
Society, but paid a group of Aboriginal people to guide them, resulting in
comments like: "The bridge should be destroyed... it is not our culture", and
"The bridge must go because it is dangerous and trains may fall off it into the
water."
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It is essential that Fremantle's preparations be open and transparent, balanced
- and interesting for the whole community.

At the moment is appears there is in preparation a land grab by Aboriginal
interests for Arthur Head where the Round House is.

The mayor and her planners may have turned their backs on the wonderful
heritage of Fremantle, but Arthur Head is a place of national colonial
importance and needs to stay that way.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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