A glorious 1852 image, courtesy of the
Kerry Stokes Collection, of The
Knowle, by the man who built it. Still
there, it should be a centrepiece of any
Fremantle Oval development, not 9
storey apartment blocks as pushed
by mayor Fitzhardinge

The highly controversial
Fremantle City Plan and Arthur
Head Vision are out for public
comment.

We need the highly competent
Fremantle History Society, our
close relative, to be engaged in
advocacy, but they still havent
replied to our correspondence
from last year- and look at what
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ago after they asked us for an
article:

What the Fremantle History
Society Refused to Publish in
2016

Article for Fremantle History Society January
2016 by Fremantle Society President John
Dowson

| am back at the helm of the Fremantle Society
after mistakingly thinking | could concentrate on
book publishing and be done with the
mediocrity and at times mendacity of Fremantle
politics. Unlike the Fremantle History Society,
the Fremantle Society functions in a very
political climate, and its success is judged by
what it achieves in that arena. In recent years
the Fremantle Society has been neutralised
and ineffective. The last straw was finding out
that a group of very pro development people
were planning to take over the Society and its
$30,000. In the battle that followed, the
Dowson camp surprised itself with an 84-22
victory at the AGM. Now, back to work again.

The Fremantle History Society is 22 years old,
half the age of the 44 year old Fremantle
Society. The Fremantle History Society was
founded in 1994 by a group largely comprising
Fremantle Society members, who launched an
important new organisation, but weakened the
Fremantle Society in the process.

Ironicallv. the chair of the first ever Fremantle



Society meeting, Rusty Christensen, is
currently a member of the History Society, but
has never been a member of the Fremantle
Society. It was Rusty who told a charming tale
about a property we hope will become our new
headquarters- Samson House. Samson House
was gifted by former mayor Samson to his own
city, who handballed it to the WA Museum, who
then handballed it to the National Trust, who
promptly closed it down. Giving away houses
does not seem a very wise endowment. The
Fremantle Society itself was given a house
decades ago, but soon sold it for less than
$30,000, about the amount still left in the
society’s coffers. That house, not far from
Samson House, is currently worth close to $1
million.

Rusty said he was told that cameleers camped
on Fremantle Park often got their water from
one of the wells at Samson House. If the
Fremantle Society gets hold of Samson House,
we will invite the History Society to come and
partake of the waters.

The 2016 Fremantle Society is in action
focussing on King’s Square and associated
issues such as why King’s Square has been
left out of the area recommended for heritage
listing by the State Office of Heritage and why it
is has never had a conservation plan. New
member Rob Campbell, has just completed a
draft plan and has shared it with us. The King’s
Square urban design study done by CODA
needs reviewing, the business plan for the area
is deeply troubling, and the plans for large new
buildings there will damage the heritage of the



area and the burtter zone ot the Vworld Heritage
prison.

The following is a quote from my speech at the
last AGM as a presidential candidate:

“With the mediocre quality of new
developments in Fremantle, the Fremantle
Society must make submissions and campaign
for better quality development.

There are plenty of issues big and small to deal
with. Look at the state of our town hall- it is so
rundown it is dangerous to fly the Australian
flag there.

Look at the wonderful Fremantle Arts Centre,
where the copper guttering and downpipes
have been replaced with plastic and the shingle
roof will soon be replaced with a totally
inappropriate shiny tin roof.

And look at the West End. How many of you
know that the mayor and council have reduced
the West End Conservation Area by 50%?

Current major issues include the frantic density
push in the city and suburbs which is occurring
at the same time that Fremantle has been rated
the second most ‘hard surface area ‘ in
Australia by a 202020 report entitled “Where
are all the Trees?” The number of trees
prescribed to be planted in Fremantle each
year has not increased since | doubled the
target to 1000 a year when | was on council
years ago.

Residential amenity must be a top prioritv for



the Society.

We must get Fremantle Council to revert to
supporting the Fremantle Waterfront
Masterplan for Victoria Quay instead of alien
high rise there.

Most importantly we need balanced and
harmonious development to avoid the chaotic
and ugly overscaled developments that ruined
Adelaide as a "special place.”

A heritage group needs heritage expertise and
| am pleased | was able to convince expert
urban planner Linley Lutton, inaugural chair of
the Heritage Council lan Molyneux, former
council heritage architect Agnieshka Kiera,
former council heritage officer Michael
Willicombe, architect Ken Adam, and
Fremantle’s senior architect Rob Campbell and
others to join the society and key people like
Tom Perrigo, now CEO of all National Trusts in
Australia, to rejoin the society.

The Fremantle Society has a strong committee
and a well known vice president Don
Whittington. We look forward to working with
and supporting the Fremantle History Society in
every way we can.

0409 223622

22 June, 2025



