
Planning for Better Heritage 
Appreciation and Protection

Full House for AGM
Standing room only at The Fremantle Society AGM at the 
Orient Hotel December 2.

Great to have the mayor Ben Lawver and Deputy Mayor Fedele 
Camarda attend as well.

Mayor wants The Fremantle Society to help get better 
protection for heritage, especially in the West End.

Mayor will be attending the first meeting of The Fremantle 
Society committee in January.

Fremantle Society is paying for one of Australia's very top 
heritage experts to come to Fremantle February 9th till 11th 
inclusive.

Members are invited to be involved.

At the AGM the committee remains the same as last year 
except for Bill Ody stepping down -thanks Bill for your work. 
John Dowson was re elected President. Matt Wallwork is 
Secretary again. Craig Ross is Treasurer again. Reg Reberger 
is Membership Secretary again. We welcome Leo McHugh 
back from his wanderings.

Have you paid your membership?

For those who have got this far, below is the President's 
speech.

President's Report
 
Welcome to our new mayor Ben Lawver and to our guest 
speaker Carmelo Amalfi.
 
Welcome also to deputy mayor Fidele Camarda.
 
Can I introduce the current committee: Secretary Matt 
Wallwork, Treasurer Craig Ross, Vice President Mark 
Woodcock, Membership Secretary Reg Reberger, Bill Ody, and 
Agnieshka Kiera.
 
What a spirited and positive force for good Mayor Lawver will 
be. What composed dynamism he showed in the recent 
election. We wish him well.
 
Tonight we have the brief AGM of the Fremantle Society and at 
6.30 whatever is happening the mayor will be given the 
microphone, as he needs to leave for another meeting. Then 
we have Carmelo Amalfi. Then your $10 steaks to be ordered 
at the main bar after Carmelo has finished.
 
One commercial: Please load up on our new book and buy 10 
or so for Christmas gifts at our special rate of 2 for every $30, 
instead of $25 each. 
 
Tonight the mayor has an announcement to make, and the 
Fremantle Society looks forward to engaging positively with the 
future of Fremantle. The mayor has asked us initially to put 
forward ideas how better to protect and enhance the heritage of 
Fremantle. Our announcement to you tonight is that because of 
the mayor’s request to us we have invited one of the very top 
Australian heritage experts to come from Sydney next month to 
work with us to formulate an action plan, not ideas to sit in a 
document, but ideas to be put into practice. He is Professor 
Richard Mackay, Director of Possibilities at Mackay Strategic. 
Richard has been an expert advisor to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee since 2015, former Chair of the Australian 
World Heritage Advisory Committee and won the inaugural 
Australian Heritage Council Award for contribution to Australia’s 
national heritage. The Fremantle Society are paying his costs, 
but he is offering to come free of charge.
 
We are always keen to engage with top people and last week 
for example we had the Chairman of the Heritage Council 
Darren Foster and the former State Government Architect 
Rebecca Moore (also former Chair of the State Design Review 
Panel) down to Fremantle to see us. Recently we also had the 
leader of the Opposition Basil Zempilas come down for a 
coffee.
 
Unfortunately we keep losing good people and yesterday a 
great friend of the Society and of heritage Ian Molyneux died. 
He was the inaugural chair of the Heritage Council and helped 
us with many projects. Recently we lost Colin Nichol, a 
commercial planning expert we worked closely with, and also 
Michal Lewi, whose epic photographs of Fremantle we have 
exhibited several times.
 
Is there anyone else who should be mentioned?
 
Has this been a good year? Certainly, financially, we have 
never been stronger.
 
Well our last AGM focussed on Arthur Head and the Round 
House and celebrating two new books by Steve Errington, and 
soon afterwards we formed a new group The Friends of the 
Round House, but this year we saw the council follow a divisive 
and unbalanced path with their Bicentennial committee relating 
to Arthur Head and when we challenged that we were seriously 
defamed in a video the mayor issued to attack us. We are now 
very happy with the settlement deed signed as a result of our 
legal action.
 
We chose media as the theme for this year’s AGM because the 
media landscape for all of us in Fremantle could be much 
better.
 
Facebook used to be a way we communicated but it seems you 
need to pay them lots of money. And the Fremantle Society is 
blocked from some major local facebook sites. 

When we complained to Facebook about Mayor Fitzhardinges 
defamatory video, they told us it met community standards and 
would not be removed by them.
 
The Fremantle Society uses Mailchimp,  generally weekly, to 
communicate, so let us know if you want a free subscription.
 
In terms of print media, the West launched an extraordinary 
attack on local government and councillors last week to help 
Planning Minister John Carey further wreck the planning 
system with less and less oversight from councillors, let alone 
the public, in their editorial labelling councillors as “a glut of 
fools”. The paper’s offshoot perthnow defamed the Fremantle 
Society several weeks ago by implying we were responsible for 
the mayoral election MUA wrap-around and giving Rita Saffioti 
unchallenged space to criticise us. Our own Fremantle Herald, 
with a stellar history of community grunt and gristle, despite the 
vast experience of Steve Grant, is a shadow of its former self, 
and gives us this week a front page lead story - about Perth.
 
There is some good news of course, with Fremantle Shipping 
News under Michael Barker every Friday providing local stories 
and interesting podcasts.
 
Carmelo Amalfi is here tonight to reveal his magic sauce to 
improve the mix.
 
Meanwhile we remind you that Fremantle did not win the Best 
Tourist Town in Australia award because it has a new Coles 
and dirty streets, but because it has heritage galore and plenty 
of stories to tell.
 
Merry Christmas!

John Dowson, President 0409 223622
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