
Coming Soon- History of 
Fremantle Society $19.95

New Book: The Fremantle Society - 
Fifty Years of Serving and Saving 
Fremantle 
Is your name in the index above?

If so you should order at least a dozen copies to give to family 
and friends.

When a military historian wrote a regimental history featuring 
many Fremantle names, one customer was spotted staggering 
away from the book launch at the Fremantle Town Hall carrying 
10 copies of the substantial tome, costing $110 a volume. "I'm 
giving these to my family whether they like  it or not" the buyer 
gleefully explained.

You wont have to stagger as the book is a small one with a 
small price (RRP $19.95) - though you are allowed to pay 
more.

The cost of this enterprise to The Fremantle Society is zero.

Unlike the National Trust of Western Australia, who spent over 
$400,000  writing and publishing a history of themselves, the 
President of The Fremantle Society has written, and published 
through his publishing company Aussiana Books, The 
Fremantle Society - Fifty Years of Serving and Saving 
Fremantle for nothing. No cost. The printing expenses are 
covered by a grant from Fremantle Ports.

Given that the current heritage reports read by The Fremantle 
Society in their work assessing developments are costed by 
consultants at around $1,000 a page, The Fremantle Society 
has gotten a very good deal for something that took hundreds 
of hours of work and is 44 pages.

Given the hectic and often exhausting years of anti-heritage 
sentiment from the current mayor and her predecessor, the 
community side of the sagas needs laying down for history, 
because the Council has endless funds to write their own 
version of the truths.

The 2010 Fighting for Fremantle book by Ron and Di Davidson 
commemorated the 40th anniversary of the Society and both 
writers were paid and the book published with grant money. 
That stellar book is still available from the Society or local 
bookshops for $20. The latest book was planned to be finished 
for the 50th anniversary in 2022 but will be launched soon, 
updated to 2025.

The image at the top by Peter Zuvela shows the 50th 
Anniversary dinner at the Synagogue.

More news to come. Your committee will have copies for sale 
(Bill Ody, Reg Reberger, Mark Woodcock, Craig Ross, Matt 
Wallwork, Agnieshka Kiera, Mary-Ann Goodrich, and Leo 
McHugh).

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
24 March, 2025.
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