
Shocking Fremantle Council 
Agenda for Wednesday 28 May
There are at least two agenda items for Wednesday that need 
members' attention.

a) Plans for Arthur Head

b) New City Plan

If the Fremantle Society is to survive and prosper, 
members must engage in these issues. It is difficult enough 
having a mayor who refuses to meet with the Fremantle 
Society, and a council that does not include the Fremantle 
Society in serious planning consultation, or loses our 
submissions when we do participate.

It is difficult enough when council does not have the staff it 
needs to plan for the future - where are the  urban designers 
 and planners who actually understand Fremantle? Why does 
the planning department continually make poor decisions that 
undermine their own heritage policies? - like their approval of 
the technically illegal 5 storey plans for 47 Pakenham Street, 
which even JDAP threw out?

Where is the intelligent advocacy from the mayor, who has not 
once in four years as mayor stood up for the heritage of 
Fremantle?

Look at the image above from Wednesday's City Plan - Perth 
style high rise right next to the single storey railway station? 
Obviously we want more people living in Fremantle and many 
other issues addressed but council does not know how to do 
that. They dont have the staff who even understand Fremantle.

The developers have taken over and the city plan gives them 
what they want with watered down protection for the heritage 
values that need protecting.

The City Plan says it is predicated on "First Nations first." Why?

The Arthur Head plan goes even further. It totally 
eliminates the name Arthur Head and focusses on only 
Aboriginal issues. Colonial, military, immigrant, maritime and 
other issues are totally missing.

That is more than just a disgrace. It disrespects the 
contributions of thousands upon thousands of migrants, 
residents, workers and visitors who have contributed to 
Fremantle over 2  centuries, which is what the Bicentenary is 
supposed to cover.

We warned you last year about Cr Archibald's "secret" 2029 
Bicentenary committee.

We need plans that bring people together, not divide them.

The Arthur Head plan is shockingly ignorant and divisive and 
must be redone.

The Fremantle Society desperately wants good development 
 to occur.

However, the City Plan as proposed pays little respect to the 
scale or gritty industrial and commercial character of the 
historic town. It celebrates overscale developments like Little 
Lane in Adelaide Street, which is just as high and intrusive as 
the 10 storey Johnson Flats opposite, which we were promised 
would never be allowed again.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
John.dowson@yahoo.com
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