
Sue Chrysanthou

Update on Legal Action Against 
Mayor of Fremantle
The Fremantle Society wants to be clear and transparent about 
its activities and are writing to members to provide an update.

Following the posting of a video on Facebook and Instagram by 
Hannah Fitzhardinge allegedly accusing  The Fremantle 
Society and its president John Dowson of racism, legal action 
was initiated through a legal team- who in 2024 and 2025 were 
awarded Best Defamation Lawyers in Australia.

The Fremantle Society is doing this not just for itself, but for 
those who feel they cant fight back against being ignored, 
stigmatised, derided, or cancelled in the highly divisive, 
political, and idealogical world we live in.

The mayor was asked to remove the offending video but 
refused, doubling down by adding further commentary.

The mayor told an untruth last week in the Fremantle Herald 
when she said she had not been asked by Fremantle Council 
to remove the video, when Fremantle Council's own lawyers 
wrote to us saying she had been asked to.

We approached the Herald asking them to correct their story, 
but they did not.

This week, Sue Chrysanthou (pictured above) who won $2.9 
million damages for Geoffrey Rush in his defamation case, 
reviewed our case and agreed to take it on, in conjunction with 
our other lawyers.

Members should note that it is our understanding that the legal 
action being undertaken will not incur any costs for ratepayers.

Members are welcome to help. We are grateful for donations 
received so far. Donations can be made to:

Bendigo Bank

BSB: 633 000

Acc  1431 93530

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
25 June 2025.
0409223622
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