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Notes from the President - Your
Waterfront

; Mixed Use Precinct - FBH
Masterplan, DoT

Norfolk Street Extension and Big Boxes

A Journalist rang today to ask for comment on the Norfolk Street Extension and
we realised that public comment closes tomorrow 30 August.

You really do need to make a comment on this one, even if its only a sentence
long, because it seems to be a re-run of the Fremantle Oval disgrace where the
future of the city is not about protection, relevance, enhancement, and well
integrated high quality new buildings that match the existing scale, but just
brutal big boxes, as big as the developers want to build.

What you see above is one of three suggested scenarios.
The extension of Norfolk Street itself is a good idea, and its not a new idea.
Back in August 1996, Fremantle Council released its Fremantle City Centre

Urban Design Strategy and on page 51 project 6 is listed: Extend Norfolk
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Street crossing (which could be closed)."

Ironically, the very thing the detailed urban design report attempts to improve-
better links with the waterfront- is severely damaged by all these proposed
large boxes up to 6 storeys on the edge of a 2 and 3 storey city.

The urban design report laments (p36) that "Although a waterside city, the
Fremantle city centre now has very poor visual and physical links to the
water as a result of progressive waterfront development. Re-
establishment of these links is one of the major challenges that needs too
be addressed."

The big boxes you are looking at is just part of excessive development
proposed for the area. Proposed for the boat lifters site owned by the Bennett
family (but you are not allowed to see the plans which council has had for some
time) is an 8 storey or higher block of apartments - the first of a line of Gold
Coast developments?

Before you forget, please look at Have My Say on the council website, and say
something by 5 pm 30 August.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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