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Warning over Fremantle Council Plans
for Fremantle Oval

Press Release

"Fremantle Prison will be stripped of its World Heritage status."

The former head of the National Trust Tom Perrigo said this today when
asked about the Fremantle Oval Precinct Masterplan currently out for

public comment until November 5th.

Fremantle Oval sits in the buffer zone of the World Heritage Prison, and
needs significant restoration and investment. But, Mr Perrigo says the

current plans for the oval are so flawed they risk the heritage listing.

Mayor Fitzhardinge has been to Canberra three times with plans including
8 and 9 storey blocks of flats at the oval in a land grab similar to that

happening at Subiaco Oval and elsewhere. Those trips to secure
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from her own council.

Of concern also is that the whole process is being done backwards -
developing high rise plans before a conservation plan was even done.
That conservation plan was so defective, another 50 pages had to be

added to it.

Tom Perrigo, who was CEO of the National Trust of WA from 1990 till 2015
and subsequently CEO of the National Trusts of Australia, is one of

Australia's top experts in heritage.

He said that Mayor Fitzhardinge: "doesn't understand the world heritage

status of the prison and the buffer zone."

He said Fremantle Prison was fortunate to be listed along with other

convict sites and now risks losing its status.

The Fremantle Society shares Mr Perrigo's concerns, and points out that
the current public consultation is a sham. Despite complaining weeks
ago, the wording of the council website still states: "we're asking you to
suggest any last tweaks for consideration to the language...of the

document."

The Masterplan needs more than a few "last tweaks to the language." It
needs to focus on the needs of the oval, its deteriorated grandstand,

better sporting amenities - and delete high rise housing.
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