Notes from the President

LETTERS ¢

Elections time for scmtiny .

* The front page article of last the mayoral debate heldat  Fitzhardinge following a video

week's PerthNow (“Highsand ~ Notre Dame University, we she posted that the Fremantle
lows for mayors”) had Deputy  Published, at our expense, Society claim improperly

- Premier Saffioti deciding to suggestions for questions that  accused us of racism in an
“not mince words" and could be asked. These email we sent her, which in

_ proceeding to meddle in the included four questions actual fact sought a balanced
Fremantle local government concerning campaign promises  approach to the 2029~
elections. As a Labor Minister, ~ made by Ms Fitzhardinge bicentenary, one that brings
she feels her Labor-aligned before being elected butnot  people together instead of

' Fremantle mayor Ms kept. We did not publish the dividing them.
Fitzhardinge suffered personal ~ Wraparound “in last weekend's Elections are time for
attack in “a disparaging ‘Fremantle Herald against her”.  scrutiny, accountability and
campaign” and singled out the We also published apress  good questions.
‘Fremantle Society. release concerning apublic  ~ John Dowson, president

- Asoneof the organisers for  apology made by Ms ~ The Fremantie Society

perthnow apologises for poor
journalism

perthnow defamed The Fremantle Society on the front page of
their newspaper last week.

When contacted, they apologised and said not only would they

apologise on the front page this week, but publish a letter from
the Fremantle Society.

They didnt apologise on the front page (it was page 3) but they
did publish our letter as above.

Excellent Meeting with New Mayor Ben
Lawver

This week we had an excellent meeting with the new mayor.
He is a dynamo.

Among issues discussed:



a) Major new West End project -a game-changing opportunity.

b) lllegal demolition of 16 Hampton Road Monday. Mayor is
already on to it.

c) Controversial $1.8 Ab rock installation on top of original St
John's church footprint?

d) Mayor wants us to identify policies that need strengthening
to protect West End in particular.

e) Notre Dame: he will get the MOU reactivated so Notre Dame
help pay to clean the streets where their wonderful 7,000
students drop coffee and chewing gum.

He will go out with the street cleaning crew himself and help
clean.

Vale Colin Nichol

It is with sadness we report the death of Colin Nichol, a long
time advocate for good and sensible planning.

Colin was of great assistance over many years to The
Fremantle Society, the community, and to the Fremantle
Herald, for expert advice, especially on commercial matters.

Given his vast experience, especially with shopping centres, he
was accurate and prescient on so many things - especially with
his condemnation of the Business Plan for King's Square. It
was he who alerted The Fremantle Society to the deliberate
destruction of King's Square mature landscaping to improve
site lines for the $70 million admin building nobody asked for.

December 2 and Carmelo Amalfi



Put the date in your diary for a ripping expose and session with
the boss of Freo Streetwise.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
October 30, 2025.
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