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In Neglected Fremantle and Neglected Fremantle (2), The Fremantle Society
asked you to consider the area near the railway station like Pioneer Park and
the old pumping station lying neglected for decades.

Also lying neglected for decades is everything in the top photo here, except for
the two architects from the Fremantle Society committee surveying the neglect,
two of five architects on our committee.

This is the slipway precinct. The three cranes pictured are all that remain of
many that once prowled the wharf. A fourth, outside E shed, was quietly
dismantled and sent to the rubbish tip.

None of the cranes nor the submarine have been maintained properly. They sit
sorely neglected.

But, recently, the Premier visited Victoria Quay to provide funds to get the
submarine fixed. He also provided $7.5 million for the area near A shed, to help
Gage Roads Brewery customers shelter and find their way to and from the
brewery.

The Fremantle Society have seen the plans and they are appalling - a
suburban garden response to a maritime industrial heritage landscape of great
significance.

It took 8 years for the Fremantle Society to get Fremantle Ports to do a
conservation plan for Victoria Quay and Fremantle Council do not even have a

copy.

The second image shows the year 2000 Waterfront Masterplan, and very little
of it has been implemented.

The slipway area next to the maritime museum is an important heritage precinct
and the Fremantle Society supports the vision put forward by Professor
Geoffrey Shellam's committee some years ago. But, such visions are not on the
radar of anyone in charge.

The government's recent vision to turn Victoria Quay into film studios turned out

to be a disastrous idea, as predicted by the Fremantle Society after meeting
with numerous film experts.

Planning for Victoria Quay continues to be carried out in secret, with very little
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There needs to be more than alcohol and coffee to activate Victoria Quay. The
maritime culture must be brought to life. The sheds that line the wharf and
follow the curve of the river upstream are rare, important, and undervalued.
They should continue to provide the scale for future development in the area.
Protecting the authenticity of the water related heritage is key.

While Fremantle Ports has done good work recently interpreting their own
history through film, photography, and events, the physical attributes of the
Quay need recycling into maritime related attractors, and an immigration
museum.

During the overscaled ING proposals of 2007, the opposition to high rise
development on the wharf was intense. Will the public rise this time to get good
results?

The Fremantle Society has drawn up interesting ideas which will be put out for

comment. Two of the contributors are the architects pictured above - Matt
Wallwork and Ken Adam.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
1 June, 2022
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