
Call to Action - Yet Again

Mayor Fitzhardinge Interfering in Democratic
Process?
The handling of the new police complex issue by the Mayor and officers is
scandalous, and only the councillors who care will make a difference to what
council sends to JDAP after next Wednesday's planning meeting about the
$100 million new police complex on South Terrace, which could have been built
for vastly less money on the huge site the police already had on Henderson
Street which experts the Fremantle Society met yesterday said could have
been remediated for $20 million.

The Fremantle Society attended the Politics in the Pub featured in the photo
above from tomorrow's Herald and made the comments which appear at the
end of our letter below to councillors today after hearing of yet another council
scandal- the interference by the Labor mayor in the democratic process of
council by allegedly pressuring councillors to support her masters in parliament
house to have the new police complex approved- despite concerns from her
own councillors,  EVERYONE who made a submission, the experts at
Fremantle Prison, and the Fremantle Society.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

20/07/2026, 16:46 Mayor Interfering In Democratic Process?

https://mailchi.mp/0d9efd66000e/mayor-interfering-in-democratic-process 1/5

http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;


Sent to All Councillors Today:

Dear Councillors

It is deeply disturbing to hear that:

a) the mayor is encouraging councillors to support the appalling police complex
proposal on South Terrace, which doesnt even go to full council.

b) that despite all submissions being against the proposal, officers are
recommending approval.

c) that despite the prison opposing the proposal and sending their comments to
council officers, those objections have been ignored.

d) despite the importance of this proposal and getting it right, the process has
ignored council concerns since 2020 under Mayor Pettitt, that the government
has done highly secretive and selective consultation, and that Fremantle
Council appears to be doing the bidding of the State Government instead of
genuinely being interested in what the community wants and where the much
needed new building actually should go.

Please see below material provided to the Herald (and their front page story
today available above)

Regards

John

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

tel (61 8) 9335 2113

0409 22 36 22

Hide original message
----- Forwarded message -----
From: John Dowson <j_dowson@yahoo.com>
To: Steve Grant <steve.inhouse@fremantleherald.com>; Steve Grant
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<steve.grant@fremantleherald.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 30 August 2023, 10:26:36 am GMT-7
Subject: Police Complex Proposal South Terrace Fremantle

Hi Steve,

Your work (Herald July 8, 2023) and that of Garry Gillard on the walls of the
convict establishment and why they are so incredibly important to protect and
celebrate, frames the World Heritage site.

Inside that wall, as part of the World Heritage Buffer Zone, but without proper
heritage protection, lies the site known recently as the Stan Reilly site, and
initially the Pensioners' Barracks.

Its importance led me to write a report in 2005 entitled Fremantle: The Future is
in the Past, to highlight the importance of the area, then subject to an interim
2005 draft Precinct Plan (attached) which, while it kept heights to two storeys
on the edges and four in the middle, had problems disregarding some heritage
issues such as what could be allowed at the northern end of the Synagogue
site.

Astonishingly, now we suddenly find a proposal going to council and then JDAP
for a monstrous, faceless police complex as high as the detested 10 storey
Johnson Court block of flats.

A quick chronology that was part of my 2005 report of that site may be helpful in
appreciating the huge human history of the site with its community uses. Some
may argue a police complex is a community use, but it is one very different to
previous uses - and its scale and design is totally inappropriate.

1854.      Pensioner Barracks built.

1886.      Immigration Department

1901.      Old Men's Home, with its own grass tennis court.

1912.      Old men moved to Dalkeith. Immigration home again.

1915-1920.   No 8 AGH Hospital for WW1 wounded

1930s.     Methodist Mission ran services giving help, at its peak,  to over 900
unemployed men during Depression.
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1940s.     Said to be used for torpedo storage.

1947.       Post WW2 housing shortages: Mrs Ingham rented the site to 14
families

1950s.     Following use by groups like Fremantle Police & Citizens it was
pulled down 1955

1976.       Stan Reilly social centre and frail-aged lodge, designed over 10 year
period by architect Rob Campbell, named after manager for John Lysaght. By
1985 the budget had blown out by 400% leading Cr John Troy to exclaim: "The
financial responsibility now rests with the council, and if a decision has to be
made between services and a millionaire's cup race then the decision should
be clear."

2017.      Stan Reilly demolished and turned into a 155 bay car park.

If you have time you may be interested in the 2005 Precinct Plan Draft from
2005 and my email also attached from 2005 when I was deputy mayor, raising
concerns about what I considered to be insensitivities in that plan. They are
nothing compared to the horror show of insensitivity we face now from
the State Government ramming this project down our necks.

Regards

John
John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
Steamship Buildings
Western Australia 6160
Australia

tel (61 8) 9335 2113

0409 22 36 22

Call to Action

Please do something.

Forward and share this email
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Send this or the front page of the Herald to the relevant ministers 

Police Minister Papalia: Minister.Papalia@dpc.wa.gov.au

McGurk:   fremantle@mp.wa.gov.au

members @fremantle.wa.gov.au
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