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$ Millions Missing

Warders” Cottages Fremantle

the shameful neglect of Western Australia’s oldest terrace housing

Report to Premier Colin Barnett

by

John Dowson, Steamship Buildings, 10-12 Mouat Street Fremantle
93352113 (409 223622 john.dowson@yahoo.com

March 2013
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Mystery of the Missing Millions $

Where have the millions of dollars gone?

The Warders Cottages in Henderson Street were restored using a Revolving
Heritage Fund (not the one Fremantle Council used to have but got rid of

under Mayor Pettitt).

Following the report (top) written by John Dowson and sent to then premier
Colin Barnett, Barnett visited the cottages and set up a State Government
Revolving Heritage Fund, claimed to be the first and only one of its kind in

Australia.

The cottages had earlier been ripped away from the Prison and handed to the
Department of Housing for public accommodation by Jim McGinty. Poorly

maintained, they were abandoned and left empty for years, instead of being
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Barnett spent $3.3 million getting the cottages to a state they could be
auctioned off with strict heritage guidelines. The National Trust, now

disinterested and absent from Fremantle, were heavily involved then.

The project was so successful it made a profit of $3.8m. The fund was also used in 2016 to
get the 1898 Coogee Hotel, a heritage asset sitting vacant since the 1970s, originally
known as the "Honeymooners Hotel", wrested away from Main Roads who owned it and

planned to build a road through it. It is now the highly successful Coogee Common.

But the fund and its money have disappeared. Colin Barnett told The Fremantle Society

last week he didnt know the fund and its money had gone.

The Heritage Council refuse to say how many millions $ were in the fund and
why it has disappeared, other to say Treasury would have to give permission
for the money to be reinstated. What role did the Heritage Minister David
Templeman, who has shown so little interest in heritage, and who has been so
alarmingly ineffective in his ministerial roles, have in the disappearance of this
desperately needed money?

The State Government has neglected most of its heritage assets, and fails to
set the standard for the community to follow in looking after heritage. That is
particularly evident in Fremantle where government heritage assets are poorly
maintained, sold cheaply, and in some cases as with the heritage listed traffic
bridge, demolished.

Terminus Hotel Pakenham Street

The Heritage Revolving Fund is needed, and needed now, as the government
soon intends selling the Terminus Hotel pictured above. It has done a
conservation plan which it refuses to allow the Fremantle Society to see, and
rumour has it that this West End former hotel has a buyer in the wings waiting
to snap it up at a bargain price for a homeless shelter.

Building a homeless shelter in the West End would further kill off any efforts to
get more people living in the CBD. Homeless people themselves do better in
their own accommodation, not living jammed together. The reason South
Fremantle is booming with real estate prices soaring, while Fremantle CBD
prices have often gone DOWN over the past 10 years is the anti social

https://mailchi.mp/bcbd0575f8f4/mystery-of-the-missing-millions 3/4


http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;

18/07/2026, 16:52 Mystery of the Missing Millions $

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

The Terminus Hotel in Pakenham Street is the ideal project for the Revolving
Heritage Fund to be used for.

The fund needs to be reinstated, and the Terminus Hotel prepared properly for
sale, with the desired outcome being a high quality tourist hotel with its
verandas reinstated.

In 2008 the State Government asked Fremantle Council for a list of potential
properties that could make good hotels. The Terminus Chambers was one of
the key suggestions way back then. Get on with it.

John Dowson

President

The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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