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Biennale Bother

partly completed Fremantle Biennale artwork “could cfuse cyclists”.

Dim view of bright artwork

New “disruptive” artwork
along the riverside footpath
starting in East Fremantle
could confuse cyclists and
cause an accident, the president
of the Fremantle Society says.

As part of the Fremantle
Biennale festival next month,
a permanent concrete artwork
has appeared on the footpath
between the heritage traffic
bridge and Stirling Bridge.

The Fremantle Society’s
John Dowson said that when
residents in the area expressed
“outrage” over the work, they
were told by festival organis-
ers the piece was “designed
to be disruptive ... to make the
audience feel uncomfortable”.

He said: “It is so disruptive
that when a confused cyclist
falls off and sues the council,
there will need to be a large
contingency fund.” "

Mr Dowson said the Biennale
was supposed to provide
temporary works throughout
Fremantle but, because tem-
porary paint could wash into
the river, the brightly coloured
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Fremantle Society president John Dowsonasays the garfshly painted

riverside path is “desecration”

concrete installation uses
permanent paint.

“Tt treats a significant and
historic revered location with
desecration and disrespect,
making what one local has
called a cheap circus,” he said.

“One local legend, Gordon
Lee, a caretaker of that part of
the river for 50 years, describes
the Orange Path as shocking.”

He added: “The concrete
artwork should not be finished,
and what has been already
done should be removed now.

“Gallons of paint have no
place alongside an iconic river
in a flood-prone location.”

The Fremantle Biennale
website describes the event as
“g festival of site-responsive
contemporary art.”
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a spot of bother

by STEVE GRANT

AMNEW public artwork
touted as possibly WA's first
cross-council collaboration
has been installed along the
Swan River foreshore — but
not without ruffling the
walers a little,

Part of the Fremantle
Bienmale, Orange Path is a series
of designs by 13 artists from the
Australian Centre for Concrete
Art (ACHCAY which stretch
along the fnﬂtfnath bebween the
old traffic bridge in Iremantle
and Stirling Bridge in East
Fromantle,

AUCACA founding member
Tresror Richards said the designs
were site specific.

“Each artist got a 40-metre
secton of the walk and a
brief to generate a design that
categorises their practice,”
Richards tald the Herald.

“Oine is related to the sive of
the concrete pancls, others use a
geometric design; mine is like a
slinky chain.”

Colour

While the collective didn't

want to be too prescriptive about

their section, Richards said thev
chose a colowr rather than shape
to link the work.

"Dranf_{c is a really inleresiling
i

colour, which has a feeling of
apltimism, energy and jov; and
it's also a colour that an artist
friend of ours who passed awav
recently used as his emblematic
colour.

“Tohn Nixon was a vory
highly respected international
artisl, and while he's not all
that well known in WA, over
casl he's reparded as one of
Australia’s seminal abstract
arlisls.

“But it's not a memorial
work.”

Richards said there were
project was designed around
two ideas: " you are on the
bridge you can see the whole
massive linking design, and
when you are walking you
become a participant in the
artwork,” he 5&115.

ACACA, which turns 20 this
vear, was one of the forerunners
of Fremantld's street art scene,
T's higges! hoad-turncr was
20035 somewhat controversial
Queensgale carpark makeaowver,
which survived until it got new
FOMO colours last year.
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« Orange Path is touted as the first cross-council public art in WA,

o

Fhato provided

‘Orange is a really interesting colour, which
has a feeling of optimism, energy and joy’

lremantle mayor Jim O Neill to
call for “tolerance and artistic
appreciation’”,

“T really like the Chravige Path

.. a walkable pathway, tracing
the shoreline of the Derbarl
Yerrigan and may well be the
longest artwork in WA," Mr
(YMeill said.

“I'he Biennale is & great
concept and art in its many
forms is what defines us and
I encourage everyone in Perth
and especially the Fremanitle
area to get down and see the
site-responsive contemporary
art.

“Artwhich is aponly
accessible tooall,

“This is art on an
international scale and 1 am
proud that East Fremantle is
plaving a major parl.”

Mr !‘a-'IuJ.I[r.-:r said East

and through a series of artworks
based on the designs which
were auctioned.

He =aid there was an
element of people trving to take
ownership of the foreshore in
the eriticism, but pointed out it
was a community asset and the
arbwaork was a way of bringing
people together,

Richards says public art often
does confront people’s notion of
their neighbourhood.

“I think there is an element of
shock when something is new,
and people go through - like
when someone dies — a grieving
process.”

But he expects atter the
artwork has been in situ for a
couple of months it would start
to become a part of their new
landscape,

Ir Muller said the artwork

2/5


http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;

24/07/2026, 15:48 Concrete Art and the Riverside

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

ferLALLLCL L ALl TT B AL LS AL AL ARG ALLARS LU LA F L

P — — " R .
ave endured prompled Hasl funded mostly by benefactors from temporary paint.

Do You Trust The Fremantle Herald?

The Fremantle Herald has been the community's friend for many years since its
foundation exactly 22 years ago. It used to fearlessly cover significant local
issues in a balanced way.

In recent years the paper's pro council bias has become increasingly evident,
and the question we ask you: Do you now trust the Fremantle Herald?

Look at the way the Fremantle Herald (above) and the Post newspaper
((top) reported this week exactly the same issue concerning the Biennale- the
concrete art along the riverfront.

The Herald goes to great lengths to defend the concrete art without outlining
any of the detailed concerns of the Fremantle Society and local residents, who
were not even consulted.

The opposition to the 'site specific artwork' - a tribute to a dead concrete artist
with no relevance to 'river crossings'- is described by the Herald as 'invective.'

You can decide what invective there is in the following respectful letter written
to Biennale organiser Tom Muller by the Fremantle Society and copied to the
Herald:

Thank you for the prompt response.

The Fremantle Society has worked for 50 years to protect and enhance
Fremantle's history and heritage.

We always try to be respectful of the areas we work in and comment upon.

The Biennale provides an interesting range of events that have the theme of
river crossings, though we see misrepresentation of history with invalid
assertions about CY OConnor, and even the incorrect date being used
concerning the port. Hopefully the treatment of history is balanced and you
show not just Aboriginal history, but also the importance of the bridges in their
current location, particularly in terms of the first bridges saving the river from
destruction from large ships venturing upriver.

We consider the concrete path painting to be desecration of a peaceful
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the yellow lines.
In a world ravaged by covid, many are feeling mental health issues, and the
need to respect important natural riverscapes is paramount as people get so

much pleasure from such places. If stories are told of the area, which they
should be, the stories should be relevant to the area.

That is why for example we are making such an effort to do a good video of the
significance of the heritage listed wooden bridge.

We ask that you not complete the concrete art work.

The Biennale works, which in 2017 cost ratepayers over $350,000 and already
this year has cost ratepayers $150,000, are supposed to be TEMPORARY. The
Herald quotes Mr Muller as saying that: 'the artwork was made permanent after
the state's environmental watchdog (DBCA) expressed concern about any
toxins leaching into the river from temporary paint.'

That statement is false. DBCA (Department of Biodiversity) have stated:

'At no time did DBCA advise that the paint was required to be permanent
or that temporary paints could not be used.’

This divisive, destructive concrete path that has no relevance to the river or its
history is a repeat of the 2017 Felice Varini yellow line fiasco in High Street, and
both Fremantle and East Fremantle Councils need to clean this mess up.

John Dowson

President

The Fremantle Society

0409 22 36 22
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