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From Sensible to Stupid

Potential development concept
Prepared by Hassell consultants 28 August 2008

Future Slum - or Nice Place to Live?

Submissions close today on this huge development pictured in colour on Point
Street.

It is 28.65 metres tall, much higher than the nearby detested 10 storey Johnson
Court - at 26 metres, a height we were told would never be allowed again.

It crams 220 dwellings onto a relatively small site, 50% of which are one
bedroom and less than 50 sgm each. No parking is provided for the studio
apartments, but there is underground parking, and parking on the ground floor
for some, despite council's initial policy banning ground floor parking.
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The Story of the Site

In May 2006 the Fremantle Herald carried a front page story trumpeting the
"Renaissance " of the area when council under mayor Tagliaferri bought the
whole block bounded by Point, Adelaide, and Cantonment Street and put it up
for sale for redevelopment.

A committee of council was set up, which unanimously agreed on development
controls for the site in order to get a development of high quality that FITTED
IN.

Council local planning policy 3.12 adopted February 2009 prescribed building
wall height of 14 metres and 12 metres with a maximum height of 17 metres.
Later that year Cr Pettitt became Mayor Pettitt, and with the insistence of CR
Sullivan and the developers, they worked to increase the height allowed, by
68%, from 5 to 8 storeys.

The black and white drawing at the top shows the sort of 5 storey scale
suggested when council unanimously approved a scheme to respect the
important heritage buildings of the precinct and not overwhelm them -such as
the Fremantle Boys' School, Princess May School, the landmark Basilica, and
the giant of the area, the adjacent woolstores, now dwarfed by apartments 7
metres higher than them.

Point Street Statement of Significance

In October 2007 council commissioned Annabel Wills Architecture Pty Ltd to
prepare a statement of heritage significance that would protect the area and
help with the Local Identity Code being done by Jack Dominiczak. This covered
St Patrick's Basilica, the Parish House, the former Fremantle Boys' School,
Princess May School, Princess May Park, Point Street terraces, Goldsborough
Woolstore and the Proclamation Tree.

Why is that document not used in council's assessment?

All of the above heritage places are NOT respected by the development
proposed by council's partner Sirona, who have already bought the land at a
bargain basement price from council. What are key, highly significant
heritage assets of the area, are diminished and swamped by the usual
push to let developers make more money by building something too big
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Future Slum or Nice Place to Live?

Fremantle's CBD needs more people living in it, but not 220 apartments
crammed like this onto one site.

Council's earlier target has not been met, but hundreds more are now living in
the CBD, but often unhappy that the anti social behaviour issues are not being
tackled. That failure, along with some poor quality new buildings, has led to
most CBD owners losing money since Mayor Pettitt began his 'revitalisation'.

One owner living 100 metres from this 220 flat proposal rang The Fremantle
Society last week spooked at seeing a corpse lying in his street. Also spooked
by constant screaming and poor behaviour he intends to sell his "affordable"

tiny unit which initially cost $320,000 and move away. The agent tells him it is
now worth $180,000 - sadly making it even more "affordable."

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

John.dowson@yahoo.com
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