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Fierce Anger Reflected in Public
Submissions about new Police Complex

South Terrace Police Complex: JDAP Will
Decide Tomorrow 9.30am at Council

The Fremantle Society has been engaged in Fremantle planning and heritage
issues for over 50 years and rarely have we seen such widespread anger and
hatred for a project as this one.

There have been hundreds of angry comments including ones like: “Build
something that gets respect from people — not something that enrages them.”
Or: “This is culturally horrifying” and will “backfire on the police”. Hundreds and
hundreds of submissions like that. Professional groups like the Fremantle
Society are likewise seething. Despite 80 Aboriginal people being engaged, the
Fremantle Society, knew nothing of the project until the plans were announced.
Experts at Fremantle Prison are unhappy with the plans and with the Heritage
Council. And Fremantle Council is unhappy.

Need for a new police complex: The Fremantle Society agrees that a new
police complex is needed for Fremantle but argues that the site chosen is
highly problematic given its heritage values, the totally insensitive design put
forward, and poor access to the wider district by police vehicles from the
complex.

Respectful Civic Presence and Rejuvenating Fremantle: The architectural
design vision elaborated at 7.0 states that the project will ‘provide a respectful
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Firstly, there is nothing respectful in the massive glass fronted building, alien to
anything nearby. The rejuvenation of Fremantle by the State Government and
Fremantle Council has been notable for the disrespectful and low quality
projects inflicted on Fremantle — notably the hideous $100 million Main Roads
truck intersection at High Street and Stirling Highway, the ill-proposed and
aborted $100 million film studio idea for Victoria Quay which wasted millions of
dollars and years of people’s time, the ruination of King’s Square with the
building of an unnecessary administration building that has left the council
heavily in debt - and which has drawn condemnation from two former Premiers
(Barnett and Lawrence), a former deputy Premier David Parker, former
Fremantle MP John Troy and a recent Local Government Minister. The
Fremantle Society is very pro-development but we do not need another
insensitive stuff up in our fabulous but fragile heritage town

It is nonsense for the project architects to claim their design will ‘Deliver an
empathetic and creative response to the historic fabric of Fremantle.’ It
subsumes that fabric with a building overly large, alien, and impermeable in
design — a blank fagcade to South Terrace. It is critical that JDAP members
reflect on the importance of context, of how this proposal fits into the low scale
heritage surroundings made up mainly of various and small scale structures,
and ignore the aberrations such as Fremantle Hospital, which, nearing the end
of its life, should be deconstructed to a smaller scale, so that it itself can finally
fitin.

As local architect Carl Payne wrote to the Fremantle Society: ‘If such a building
needs to turn its back to the street and to the community, it probably doesn’t
belong where it is currently proposed to be’.

In 2005 Fremantle Council spent $30,000 getting plans draw up for the site for
possible future development, but they were thrown in the bin when it was
pointed out they paid no respect to the heritage of the site and surroundings.
Here we are 18 years later with the same problem- a massive box planted in
the buffer zone of the World Heritage Prison showing no respect for the scale
and heritage of the world famous area.

The fact that nearby are serious mistakes from the 1970s in terms of bulk and
scale: Fremantle Hospital and Arundel Flats, is not a reason to use them as a
precedent for this proposal. They are aberrations, not precedents.

Previously the police occupied a similar sized site on Henderson Street where
they could have stayed and spent the $20 million estimated to deal with
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exceptional building located within a unique Fremantle historic setting.’

Heritage Wall: The remnants of the boundary wall of the Convict Establishment
are highly significant and must not be damaged for this insensitively located
project. The proposal to demolish a 12m section and 7.5m section of wall is
inappropriate. As SDRP notes (p27): “The Precinct has obtained World Heritage
Listing due to the completeness of the convict-built structures, including the
walls.’

Archaeology: The archaeology of the site must be respected as being of very
high significance, given its former use for so long by so many groups. As the
Heritage Council notes (p26 of 29): “The proposal requires excavation of the
site to a depth of 3 meters, which will have an irreversible impact on

remaining archaeological evidence.’ Adequate time and resources will be
needed to allow thorough investigation, and planning undertaken to deal with
significant objects found. Excavation on the site has already begun, important
remains such as an old well have been unearthed, but we are not confident
they will be displayed or preserved.

Conclusion: The State Government has not consulted the local expert heritage
group The Fremantle Society, which has been in operation for over 50 years,
and it should. The Fremantle Society for decades has worked on this site and
this area, and in 2005 released a report on this specific site: “The Future is in
the Past,’ favouring a continuation of aged care use for the site.

In the Development Assessment Panel Planning Report dated May 2023, it is
evident from the State Design Review Panel meetings of their concern for the
appropriateness of the proposed building in such an important heritage area.
Those concerns have not been addressed.

Given the State Government’s poor track record in Fremantle with
development, this project should be suspended, and a better site found that will
be part of appropriate and sensitive development for this heritage city of
international significance.

The hostility reflected in the public comments will have a very negative long

term outcome for the building and the police force, and that should be
considered also.

Vale Henty Farrar

The Fremantle Society is saddened to learn of the death of 73 year old Henty
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Henty Farrar was a former Fremantle City Councillor 1989-90, 1993-97, and
President 2013-15 of the Fremantle Society. He died Wednesday 4 October
20283.

Henty was a true gentleman.

The Fremantle Society has sent flowers to Kendall and his four wonderful
children.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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