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Practical, Pertinent, Positive -Fremantle
Society Manifesto 2024

2024 One Page Manifesto for Fremantle

With major announcements rumoured by the State Government in terms of
funding projects affecting Fremantle, the Fremantle Society has spoken to a
wide range of experts and community to draw up a list of priorities that focus on
good planning for good outcomes.

Below is our current Manifesto.

Visioning for Fremantle
The Fremantle Society Manifesto May 1, 2024.

The Fremantle Society has existed for 52 years and provides expert
commentary on heritage, planning, and environmental issues.
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producing assets and a preponderance of insensitive low quality
large box new developments.

With Future of Fremantle committees and plans for another
“revitalisation” to make Fremantle a “modern city”, there is need for
local expertise to articulate priorities.

The Fremantle Society has met with a wide range of people
including, for this document, former MP for Fremantle David Parker
and former councillors lan Ker (Vincent) and Marija Vujcic
(Fremantle).

Overarching Statement: Fremantle is loved the world over as a

rare example of a 19th century port town, with the 1897 port still
operational next to the heritage listed West End. The special
heritage qualities of Victoria Quay at the port, the West End, and the
historic town need sensitive maintenance and development which
respects for example the human scale and various histories of those
areas. The location of taller new development should go elsewhere
in Fremantle.

Heritage- where is the love? Fremantle has 2,600 listed heritage
places. Why have Fremantle Council and the State Government
walked away from Fremantle’s fabulous heritage — a key attractor
and soul-stirring asset?

Maintenance: Get back to basics — clean the footpaths, wash the
buildings, do regular maintenance. The State Government’s failure
to maintain its Spare Parts Puppet Theatre in Pioneer Park led to
emergency repairs costing $440,000, abandonment of the building,
no repairs, and the loss of the theatre to Claremont. Their
Henderson Street police complex could have been fixed for $20
million, instead of selling it and spending $100 million damaging the
buffer zone of the World Heritage Prison with a proposed overlarge
new development.
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not built. Pioneer Park needs refurbishment as part of the Phillimore
Street Masterplan, designed to link the port and the city — still not
implemented. Other conservation and interpretation plans for Arthur
Head, Fremantle Park, Esplanade Park etc lie on council shelves
gathering dust. Some, like the Fremantle Oval Conservation Plan,
are not even finished before council has decided to focus on the
wrong priorities for the heritage site, like housing. The World
Heritage Prison next door needs both Federal and State help and is
$18 million short on what they need to get essential conservation
works done according to their Masterplan.

Try a Different Planning System —a Fremantle Development
Authority: The current Development Assessment Panels (DAPs) for
major developments over $2 million are not working — they take
longer than council processes, decisions are not made by experts
who know Fremantle, and neither the community nor the council
have faith in them to deliver quality outcomes. A new system
modelled on the former East Perth Development Authority involving
local expert knowledge, council input, and expert planners would
improve development outcomes.

Aim High — we have a Bicentennial Coming: Leadership is needed
from council and government regarding the chance for a memorable
Bicentenary celebration of indigenous and settler history in

2029. One idea: Celebrate waterways including ocean and river
(and the history of its river crossings in Fremantle). Hold Ocean and
River festival. Bring back black swans to the Swan River, develop
an underwater maritime heritage trail at Bather’s Beach for divers.
Another idea: The Fremantle Society suggests keeping Victoria Hall
instead of selling it, promoting it as a performing arts space along
with the fabulous but neglected interior of the Fremantle Town Hall,
for a bicentennial project. If Perth Concert Hall can get $169 million
for repairs and His Majesty’s Theatre $50 million for a replacement
verandah, where is Fremantle Council advocacy for Fremantle?

Victoria Quay: Development of the gritty industrial maritime
heritage of Victoria Quay must follow Fremantle Council’s policy
DGF26 and the Victoria Quay Conservation Plan in respecting the
height of the existing sheds and not introducing high rise buildings.
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recycle some timber from the heritage bridge into the port as a
“great suggestion.”

John Dowson, President, The Fremantle Society 0409 223622

Immediately after the release of this document which included
consultation with members, Fremantle Ports, politicians, councillors,
Museum staff, planning experts, and the three Fremantle people
listed, blogger Roel Loopers was up to his usual nastiness attacking
the work as "Negative" when in fact it offers many positive ideas
based on expert analysis of many people unlike the wasted tens of
thousands of dollars by Mr Gupta at Fremantle Council with
council's "courageous conversations" producing fluffy motherhood
statements that deliberately ignored heritage, despite our request
that it be included.

Coming: Your Home Insurance -
Shocking News
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