
Notes from the President

1) Save Victoria Hall - Again
The disgraceful decision of Fremantle Council to sell Victoria Hall will be fought,
yet again, by The Fremantle Society, because the community performance
space is needed.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

18/07/2026, 11:51 Notes from the President

https://mailchi.mp/f9bf8625e917/notes-from-the-president 1/6

http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;


Fremantle formerly had over 30 theatres and music halls. Now there is
just one - Victoria Hall.

Tenders have closed and the matter will come before council soon for decision.

The sales process apparently removed heritage caveats previously included in
the 2019 sale attempt, worryingly opening the door to future unsympathetic
uses of the glorious hall such as for retail shops or apartments.

One councillor is already gleefully championing getting  around half the
estimated amount council predicted of $2m.

The money supposedly will go towards fixing up the interior of the Fremantle
Town Hall, which should have been maintained years ago.

The Fremantle Society will be holding a public meeting at Victoria Hall on
Sunday 21 July at 7pm. Come along.

2) Your City Vision Meeting in Victoria Hall
Public comments close for city vision ideas on 24 July and so a few days
beforehand The Fremantle Society will hold a public meeting in Victoria Hall,
High Street, Fremantle to discuss a city vision - which must include a
performing arts future for Victoria Hall.

If you are wondering where Mayor Fitzhardinge got the ludicrous figure of
10,000 more people being jammed into the tiny CBD of Fremantle to live as
her vision, she probably got it from Peter Newman, whose throw away line in
2007 when he and developers were positioning Brad Pettitt to run  for mayor
appeared in a full page pro pro development article in the West Australian on
Wednesday May 23, 2007 headed: "Develop or Die" warning to bring new
life to Freo.  In that article he says: "careful development can bring in 10,000
new residents and can be achieved in areas which are not subject to heritage
restrictions. He nominated areas mainly OUTSIDE the CBD at 4 to 6 storeys.

Meeting:  Sunday 21 July at 7pm. More details to follow.

3) Fremantle Oval Scandal
The Fremantle Society alerted you to the scandal of Fremantle Oval and the
story has now reached the front page of this week's Fremantle Herald.

The mayor travelled to Canberra seeking money for plans which have not been
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approved by council or had public consultation.

It is an outrageous breach of due process for the mayor to canvass plans which
are so far in excess of what is reasonable for a world heritage buffer zone.  

The mayor is proposing over 50,000 sq metres of flats in huge boxes soaring 9
storeys and 33.5 metres (8 metres higher than the 10 storey Johnson Court
flats).

The process and outcomes are totally the reverse of the process which should
have been followed. Wild development ideas for accommodation blocks were
drawn up BEFORE the conservation plan was even completed. And, the
development Masterplan has not even yet been completed or ratified by
council.

And, the focus is supposed to be on sport, heritage, public open space, and
community amenities.

Compare this process to that followed by the PTA at Fremantle Railway Station.
Following a report by The Fremantle Society encouraging restoration, and a
 visit by Minister Alannah MacTiernan with John Dowson to the facility, millions
of  dollars were spent restoring the  exterior and interior of the station using
sympathetic architects like Bernard Seeber. The empathy of Bernard Seeber for
the project was such that he managed  to get the government to go much
further than they intended with the project. Compare that to Fremantle Council
where they hired for the conservation plan the very architect who pushed
through the monstrous new police complex next door, where council lost the
submission from The Fremantle Society, and where council had to spend 6
months amending the defective conservation plan by adding 50 more pages.

The PTA were so proud of their work they published a brochure: "Conserving
Fremantle Railway Station for Future Generations."

The top of the page reads: "All work at Fremantle Railway Station is being
carried out in accordance with an approved Heritage Conservation Plan"

Fremantle Council take note.

4) Terminus Hotel Update
The Fremantle Herald (8/6/24) published the article we sent you about the sale
of the Terminus Hotel and the missing millions $ from the Heritage Revolving
Fund.
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Terminus Hotel is now available to make an offer on, but because the revolving
fund has not been used to get the government property into shape after such
dereliction under the nose of local member Simone McGurk, the price will be
heavily discounted. The 1,000 sqm site would normally be worth $4,000 to
$5,000 a square metre. Deadline: 1 August.

Having read the conservation plan which goes with the property, it is very
disappointing there is not mention of the need to reinstate the original
verandahs.The best outcome for that derelict government asset would be for a
tourist hotel featuring restoration, and reinstatement of the original verandas.

5) Attempted Murder in High Street Mall
Following the release of the council's Strategic Community Plan, the Fremantle
Herald headlined the main concern for locals: "Safety high priority for Freo
locals".

Safety is indeed a fundamental issue and one that is important in any future
City Vision.

If Fremantle wants people not only to come to Fremantle to shop but to live,
anti social behaviour needs attention.

Recently there was a  shocking  incident witnessed by a journalist but not
reported on (newspapers used to give crime statistics for Fremantle each week,
but no more).

Fremantle is usually a very good place to be, but the following incident shows
the savage effect of illegal drugs.

In the middle of a normal weekday, a male shopkeeper in High Street Mall was
conversing with one of his staff when a large man approached from behind with
a belt and tried to strangle the shopkeeper. Luckily, the victim was strong
enough to throw off his attacker and get the attacker arrested. A young female
staff member may have been less able to defend herself.

It has been ascertained that the attacker was high on drugs. The Fremantle
Society has seen his rap sheet - a long list of crimes showing no regard for
others.

Council's budget goes to council next Wednesday. It will be interesting to see
how much is devoted to community safety.
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6) Update of 5 Beach Street
The Fremantle Society met the Sydney owner of part of 5 Beach Street and
was given a tour of the trashed site. The Fremantle Society recommended
Colgan Industries as suitable for recommending a course of action for what is
 partly a heritage problem, and largely a mass of illegal development.

Council neglect of the issue in not dealing more effectively with the previous
owner means that the current owners are faced with a demand for demolition
by council, estimated by council at being $310,000, but estimated by The
Fremantle Society and others at being over $1 million. A great deal of rough
construction was carried out by the previous owner to create a backpacker style
development that could be resurrected. What to do?

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

John.dowson@yahoo.com

6 July, 2024.
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