18/07/2026, 16:54 Oh Dear! More Obfuscation Regarding Council Finances

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

Obfuscation -Low Financial Transparency, Leading
Again to High Rates

With Our Money - Why Dont You Do What You Say
You Are Going to Do? (Questions asked tonight at
Council)

1. Why was the budgeted capital expenditure for 2023/24 reduced from
$25.8m to $12.4m at the mid-year budget review?

2.  Why is the actual capital expenditure for 9 months to 31 March 2024 only a
mere $4.3m?

3. Item 12.4 refers to a proposed increase in rates of 5.4% for 2024/25 year.
Combined with the 9% increase levied in 2023/24 represents an increase of
14.4% over 2 years based on budgeted capital expenditure projects that are
delayed or simply abandoned and why don’t ratepayers receive a refund in this
rates cycle for those abandoned or non-existent projects that no benefit is
received?
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a) How much IS budgeted depreC|at|on tor 2024/25 and IS 1t apprOX|mate|y
$22m?

b) The City has stressed the importance of the Asset Sustainability Ratio for
the renewal of existing assets, and based on the proposed capital expenditure
of $8m what is the estimated Asset Sustainability Ratio of existing assets for
2024/257

c) Why does the City consider this a strong investment into the renewal of
existing assets given renewal should be based on the City’s suggested ratio
range of between 90- 110% of depreciation?

d) Will the South Beach Changeroom project receive half of the proposed
$6m in new capital expenditure projects for 2024/25 year?

e) Why is there no commentary on improving the productivity of employees
and operational efficiency of service delivery expenditure?

5. Item 12.4 refers to the Targeted Underground Power Project service
charges.

a) What is the total project cost including the Western Power component?

b) What proportion of the total project cost is being borne by Western Power,
City of Fremantle and ratepayers?

c) How does the proportion borne by the City of Fremantle and ratepayers
compare to other metropolitan councils?

d) Has a cost benefit analysis or business plan been prepared and is the
information available to ratepayers?

e) Why was the repayment period of 7 years for ratepayers chosen and how
does this compare to other metropolitan councils?

Questions asked on 28 Cantonment Street
(Coles Supermarket Site)

Questions from The Fremantle Society for 8 May 2024
Fremantle Council Meeting regarding 28 Cantonment Street,
Fremantle.

(5 questions above on finance lodged electronically at 3pm Wednesday 8 May)
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The developer argues for example that the proposed development did not
require design excellence - the brick podium was required and cost the
developer more than other alternatives.

The developer argues that “in these extraordinary times... we need to take a
pragmatic view of what costs are appropriate to apply to developers.”

But there needs to be developer contribution to the amenity of the area, not just
the profit of the development itself for the owners.

Anything built in the centre of the historic town of Fremantle should have design
excellence, and too many (but not all) of this developer’s previous
developments have added little but been given generous concessions (eg
required pediment restoration at the Atwell Buildings was never completed
despite being a condition of approval).

In the background of the plans submitted can be seen a rendition of what the
developer plans for part of the rest of the site — an 18 storey tower of
apartments. Plans for these have already been lodged at SDAU.

Western Australia has 4 significant heritage towns — Albany, York, Kalgoorlie,
and Fremantle.

Some in the community have said we shouldn’t be ‘scared of height’ (though
surveys show the vast majority want the human scale of Fremantle kept).

Can you imagine arriving in Kalgoorlie, York or Albany to be greeted by an 18
storey tower of apartments? It would destroy the human scale and character of
those towns and will certainly do the same in Fremantle.

1) What is Fremantle Council doing to protect the human scale of
Fremantle from such outrageous proposals in the historic town?

2) Can the developer be encouraged to spend the $140,000 on heritage
works, either for example inside the magnificent Town Hall, or as urban
design enhancements along Queen Street with for example high quality
appropriate lighting as exists in High Street in the West End?

John Dowson, President, The Fremantle Society, 8 May 2024. 0409
223622
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