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7/6 Vote in 2008 - but was it the right
decision?

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

21/07/2026, 10:31 Two Key Pages on the Fremantle Markets

https://mailchi.mp/3a59fc7849a2/two-key-pages-on-the-fremantle-markets 2/4

http://eepurl.com/hYIhKT
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=bb45a324d2febf62ea5142a34&id=3ba4c5d37b
javascript:;


With the Fremantle Markets meeting on Tuesday night at Scots Church
Asembly Hall at 7pm and public submissions on the Markets  Business Plan
closing on Friday, the two pages above are relevant to the nascence of the
current lease with the Murdochs.

After almost 4 years of fierce community and council debate from 2005, two
motions were put to council:

a) Cr Lauder's motion (top page) which recognised:

(i) that the Markets needed back then $10,000,000 to fix up.

ii) Council needed to get a better deal to generate more money for the
renovations, and for the ratepayers.

iii) a public tender process was suggested.

That motion was lost 6/7.

b) Then Cr Thompson's motion was put and passed 7/6.

Cr Thompson's motion demanded

i) that increased rent for 10 years ($150,000 a year) was to be put aside to
repair the markets to aid getting grant money. Council refuses to answer
Fremantle Society questions about where that money went.

ii) "a viable plan for. implementing recommendations (Of the Conservation
Plan) must be reached. What happened to that?

iii) "Market manager is to meet with the stallholders... at least every quarter."
Council states that has been happening. Stallholders say it has not been
happening.

So, with the benefit of hindsight, and the fact that the
year after this motion was passed, over 50
stallholders were allegedly evicted from the markets
and rents increased dramatically, which was the best
motion?

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
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