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Green Legend Bryn Davis: RIP

The Fremantle Society regrets to inform members that the Green Legend Bryn
Davis has died.
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was a committee member, and later in 1997 and 1998 he was Vice President.

Courtesy of the extraordinary work of Garry Gillard with his Freotopia site we
provide some of the comments that appeared immediately on social media:

The Funeral Service for Mr Brynmor Davis late of Murdoch will be held at
Fremantle Cemetery East Chapel on Friday 22 December 2023 commencing at
1:00pm followed by a burial at 2:15pm.

A selection from the many posts to Facebook @ 13 December 2023:

Fremantle legend, tireless campaign to save Fremantle from overdevelopment
and Phantom Tree Planter, Bryn Davis has passed away after a long illness.

A wonderful man lost to Freo, and to all his friends. Remember his clandestine
planting, his wonderful green spaces, and his wicked humour.

I’m glad he’s out of the suffering from Parkinson's. Lovely man missed by many
of us. RIP Bryn.

Thank you Bryn, the trees you planted along Silver Street will stand tall for a
long time and all the other ones.

| spent many a happy hour with Bryn, over many cups of tea drunk at his lovely
Charles Street home. Bryn inspired me to plant trees and care for trees and
helped introduce me to benefits and beauty of some exotic trees in urban
landscapes. He inspired me to rescue an old house that was well past its best
years! We plotted over Clontarf Hill and South Freo Tip site futures.

We all have the joy of walking and sitting in the shade of the canopy of Bryn.
What a legacy!

| recall how, years ago, newly not being able to drive his famous yellow Ute any
more, he'd ride his trusty pushie. He told me that things were 'OK' when moving
along, but that stopping was a nightmare.

He recycled like a legend, cycled like a bat out of hell and really loved guerilla
gardening. | planted my liquid ambers under his advice. | would often come
home to a note on the door and pile of recycled pots. You're free now Bryn. No
more struggling. You bought so much joy to so many. We should all meet on
the Bryn Davis pontoon in his honour. He’d have loved that.

| sat with him just the other day and thought how strong he seemed and how he
was surely up for a few more decades. Bryn was an epic guy in so many ways!
For me he was my longest time best friend, my mentor and inspiration. His
style, his values, his fierce love for Fremantle heritage and greenery and his
tireless action for what he believed in formed and empowered me. His
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dad to my kids. Vale Bryn. Fremantle is a better place for you having been part
of it. Missing you already!
| don’t think | will ever know anyone like him. Razor wit, talented artist, great
storyteller, Bring out your Dead recycler extraordinaire, a real nature lover of
trees & everything green “above all everyone’s friend”. I’'m sad that he’s no
longer with us & yet rapt that he’s free from Parkinson’s & that he’s free. | shall
miss his recipes most of all “Very Unsavory Mince®. May he live & laugh in our
memories and in places he helped preserve around Freo, e.g the Pontoon. May
you cause a bit of raucous where ever you may be.

Lovely man. | think it’s safe to say Bryn left the world a better place than he
found it.

Vale to our neighbour “The Guerilla Gardener”. May he rest in peace within the
forest amongst the trees and birds.

A great Freo man and an inspiration. The Phantom Tree-planter. He brightened
my Gold St days.

Dear Bryn,

| can feel your release finally, and | know you'll be dancing freely amongst the
poppies and jasmine, and under the tree ferns and jacarandas, and flying with
the birds, and laughing with Mike.. all your favourite things.

Thank you for being so wonderful Bryn. We were all so lucky to have you touch
our lives.

Bryn was a inspiration to many of us he tackled his disease with such grace
and never ever gave up I'll miss our chats RIP my good friend Il still keep the
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John Dowson

President

The Fremantle Society
John.dowson@yahoo.com
13 December 2023
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