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Frem a ntle Council Officers Recommend
APP O VAL for 60% addition to top of
"Exceptional” building

Is this the End of the West End?

This proposal for 4 multi-million dollar apartments of 150 sgm each on top of the Genesis Building {cnr Phillimore and Pakenham Streets) goes
1o Fremantle Council next Wednesday 20 December and then JDAP inJanuary.

The top image from Pioneer Park put together by one of our architects shows (grey area) the massive impact of the additions. The second image
(Patroni’s elevation) shows a 60% increase in height of the criginal building listed as being of “Exceptional significance”

The West End is world famous and rare. Additions te heritage buildings in the West End are not allowed to be seen from the street. Owners are
not even allowed to erect aTV aerial that can be seen from the street. Precedent is everything. If this is approved, others will want the same.

This proposal is put forward by Hesperia and Adrian Fini and Spaceagency architect Michael Patroni. We have waited many years for such
talented people to work together in Fremantle and it is very disappointing to see them chasing dollars instead of respecting the West End.

Hesperia director Kyle Jeavons stated last year that Fremantle "has always been a place that has a history of buildings that just can’t be replicated.”
Sowhy damage the authenticity and integrity of heritage buildings listed as being "Exceptional” by building large boxes on top of them?

Few people made submissicns on this 49 Phillimore Street development. Please contact Fremantle Council and/or Hesperia:

Contact Hesperia: info@hesperia.com.au
Contact Fremantle Council: members @fremantle.wa.gov.au

President John Dowson  Secretary Matt Wallwork

john.dowson@yahoo.com matt@ecotecture.com.au
The Fremantle Society
https://www.freotopia.org/society/index.html tol (61 8) 9335 2113 mob 0409 22 36 22

Scandalous Destruction of West End Values
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Patroni's application to place 4 large glass apartments on top of the Robert
Harper Building, corner of Phillimore and Pakenham Streets.
While it is wonderful to see talented people like Fini and Patroni working
together, they should be respecting the heritage values of Fremantle, and the
Heritage Impact Statement they produced is deeply flawed and does not justify
the money they are chasing with 4 multi-million dollar apartments sticking up on
top of a heritage building.

Elsewhere in the West End, owners cannot even erect a TV aerial that can be
seen from the street and the installation of a roof top air conditioner, even
though out of site, requires $1,000 worth of architect's drawings and a planning
application fee, to make sure it cannot be seen.

Yet Adrian Fini and Michael Patroni are getting officer approval for 4 x 150 sqm
luxury apartments clearly visible as the Herald full page ad above shows.

The arguments for approval are specious: "It brings more people to live in the
West End", "it provides views of the harbour", "it includes restoration of other
parts of the building", "it provides quality office space." Hesperia and
Spaceagency seemingly got supporters to make submissions in favour, but few
people live near 49 Phillimore Street so submissions against the proposal were
limited.

This precedent if it gets through, is the end of the West End.

This is a scandalous destruction of what was once described as "the best
preserved 19th century port town in the world."

And too few care to do anything about it.

ps another heritage scandal is brewing - regarding Fremantle Oval (see
Fremantle Herald next issue) and comments close Friday 15th about the
conservation plan shown at "Have My Say", tho you have the weekend as well.
We will analyse that scandal for you and communicate very soon.

John Dowson

President
The Fremantle Society
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