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Your Cappuccino Strip 

6PR contacted The Fremantle Society for comment on the state of Fremantle's

 "The Cappuccino Strip" following a West Australian newspaper account showing that of

all the main shopping strips in WA, Fremantle's Cappuccino Strip has by far the worst

vacancy rate.

Empty shops are a blight in many towns and the average vacancy rate in WA is around 8%.

The West Australian claimed Fremantle had a vacancy rate of 25.6% based on 6 empty

shops out of 34. However, their maths is wrong and 6 empty shops equals a vacancy rate

of 17%, still a worry.

Following the publishing of the West article, the ABC interviewed the Fremantle Chamber

of Commerce, who simply sprouted talking points provided by the Fremantle Council

saying what a good job the council is doing, and did nothing to show any sort
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of independent analysis of the situation.

The first question that needs answering is: "Did the hugely expensive

Revitalisation Project that Fremantle went through from 2010 work, or not? In council's

new Strategic Plan 1924-34, council boasts the revitalisation as being the "Biggest in 40

years."

While there are many more alcohol venues in town, some new large boxes (out of

character with Fremantle), the only town square in WA destroyed with a building we didnt

need and cannot afford at $24 million over budget, the town is filthier than it has been in

living memory, and the anti-social problems are still ever present.

The Fremantle Society Suggestions

The Fremantle Society suggested a back to basics approach in the first instance - steam

clean the footpaths, remove the graffiti, and tackle the anti-social behaviour. The Fremantle

Society detailed concerns from a whistleblower last year that Fremantle Council is wasting

$1 to $2 million a year on inefficient cleaning due to aged equipment. It is beyond belief

that no-one on council cares about the filthy streets, heavily ingrained with dirt following

years of inaction during Covid.

Secondly, The Fremantle Society calls for a focus once more by council on heritage and

character - two key values of Fremantle seriously and deliberately ignored by the current

anti-heritage council.

Instead of selling Victoria Hall and ignoring the magnificent heritage interior of the 1887

Fremantle Town Hall, make them centrepieces in the sort of attractions that will draw
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people to Fremantle if those assets are actually maintained and valued by council.

Some have called for more national chains to open stores in Fremantle, but hopefully the

boring generic nature of Claremont and Karrinyup will not descend on Fremantle with

more burger bars and ice cream shops. The long empty Hungry Jacks when it was running

in the middle of the Cappuccino Strip added nothing to the character of Fremantle, and its

cousin in Claremont is still a magnet for trouble.

The Fremantle Society was please to meet Roger McKimm again several days ago. After

years of heritage battles with him a long time ago when he was owner of the Synagogue

site, he went on to do amazing heritage conservation which has led to the building

currently being one of the star attractions at the end of the Cappuccino Strip, and an

example of how heritage, properly done, makes money, adds character, and is a huge

drawcard for such a special place as Fremantle, though unfortunately entrusted to a

mediocre council at this time.

Vale Howard Shepherd

It is with sadness that we record the death of Howard Shepherd, longtime Treasurer of The

Fremantle Society right from its earliest days in the 1970s.

Howard's funeral is 2pm this Friday 19 April at 2pm at Fremantle Cemetery

John Dowson

President

The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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