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The Fremantle Markets could be much better - The
Fremantle Society
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Your Fremantle Markets- Time to Wake Up

You have 4 weeks left to make a submission on the Business Plan for the
Fremantle Markets - a dismally written biased document that recommends the
Murdochs be given another 20 years, despite the markets being run down
because of a lack of investment by the Murdochs and Council.

(see www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/publicnotices.
Emails can be sent with comments: info@fremantle.wa.gov.au)

It is worth reflecting on what happened last time the Murdochs approached
council seeking an extension of their lease - that approach was in 2005.

Similar to 2023, a Business Plan was put out for public comment, and judging
by the comments received, the public believed the Murdochs were promising
extensive capital works at the Murdochs' expense in return for a long lease. In
the end, the Murdochs got the long lease, but they didnt pay for the
improvements, especially air conditioning, people thought were coming.

From the 42 submissions received in 2005:
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the Plan and has secured the funding from the proposed lessee."

2. "Fantastic that they are to get much needed facelift while retaining current
heritage status."

3. "Many of the stallholders make an effort to make their stalls beautiful and we
need to carry this effort into the overall presentation."

4. "Supports any proposal to upgrade and cool the markets."

5. "l would like to de-emphasise trashy souvenirs. I'm not sure this will be
achieved by the current operators."

6. "Support proposal for capital works program to upgrade building."

7. "Support for the capital works on the markets."

8. "The proposed capital works in the Plan are essential for the markets to
remain a tourist attraction.... the building does get extremely hot in summer and

needs to be cooled urgently."

9. "l trust my comments will be viewed positively towards the Murdoch' capital
works submission."

10. "I believe the improvements will further enhance the experience".

11. (Stallholder) "The building desperately needs upgrading to the standard
basics expected in today's modern world. It requires air conditioning
desperately."

12. "Any monies extended to improve the facilities will definitely benefit
tourism and enhance the markets."

13. (Stallholder) "We fully support the proposal by Fremantle Markets Pty Ltd
to upgrade the Markets."

14. "l fully support the capital works program."

15. "The additional capital enhancements, in particular the air-conditioning,
would enhance the attractiveness of the markets throughout hot summer
months."
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sensible."
17. "I believe the markets need to be upgraded."

18. "Fremantle Council has not asked for public comment on the more
important issue - should the lease be put to public tender.... draft business plan
is devoid of detail and vision."

19. Chamber of Commerce: " The Chamber is keen for the work to upgrade
the markets that is suggested in the short rather than long term."

20: "The commitment to undertake works is fabulous."
21. "Support the proposed capital works."

The proposed rent was to be $380,000 and one submitter proposed an offer of
$500,000 if allowed to tender. This led to the officer who was writing the report
to council (p53 SGS0511-9 Council Minutes 25 November 2005) to state:

"It should be considered that this submission is to be taken seriously and
should be considered just as seriously as the submission by the current
lessee which lead (sic) to the development of the proposed plan.... it
would seem appropriate for Council to resolve not to proceed with the
proposed Business Plan and consider future options available which may
include establishing criteria for going to tender....."

(Interestingly, the current rent proposed in the 2023 Business Plan is for the
same rent as eventually charged in 2008 when the lease was finally signed :
$550,000 -the same rent after 15 years! As in 2005, another offer was made to
council officers, in 2022, but the councillors were not told. That offer by GTL is
currently $100,000 a year more than the current proposed rent and $3.5 million
more in capital works than the current "up to $3 million").

On 25 November 2005 Council voted (proposed by Cr Thompson to allow
consideration of additional comments and officer comment) to refer the matter
back to the next council SGS committee.

It was 3 long years before the lease was sorted out due to a savage backlash
against the Murdochs by stallholders.

The Fremantle Society has extensive files on the Markets issue, and has done
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done and the markets could be so much better.
Back in 2005 the councillors were told the markets needed around $10 million
in restoration and maintenance works. That figure today would be considerably
higher, and few of the issues identified in the Conservation Plan have yet to be
tackled.
John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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