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Flashback to 2009 Election Year

ou Must
ecad This

Sepiember 1, 2000 TLettor to East Ward residents paid for by Hast Ward councillor John Dowson (above)

Dear Resident of FKast Ward,

I have been one of yonr Kast Ward conncillors for the past 4 years. T am also Deputy Mayor of the City of
I"remantle, having been elected twice to that position by my peers on conneil.

Reeently you received a newsletter from Cr Brad Pettitt. It was not a joint newsletter from the two of us, like
the previous newsletters sent to you, By now you are probably aware that Cr Pettitt is running for Mayor,
and I wish him good luck. You should know that Cr Pettitt is being backed by the mayor Peter Tagliaferri,
along with Crs Thompson and Fittock. This gronp is also fielding candidates in every ward.

In his newsletter Cr Pettitt says we shonld not look at the past but should move forward. Of course he wounld
say that, becanse regarding two current serious issues he, the mayor, and Crs Thompson and Fittock have:

a) All voted to give the Fremantle Markets to the Muardoch family for 18 years
b) All supported the SMRC waste facility despite all the problems there.

There are major problems with these issues that cannot be swept nnder the carpet by the excuse ‘we have to
move on.’

Fremantle Markets: Cr Pettitt said the lease was the most finely tuned docnment he had read. Yet, after
he, the mayor, and Crs Fittock and Thomspon veted for it, the Murdochs started raising the rents by up to
300%. Many stallholders walked away empty-handed, in some cases losing over § 100,000 in their investment.
The huge outery from distressed stallholdeers has been met with cold indifference by those who voted for the
lease. 1 4id not vote to give the markets to the Murdochs for another 18 years. T wanted options

explored which could have seen millions more dollars returned to the city. There are still unresolved issues.
Wha, for example is going to pay for the $4.5 million needed for restoration? Thats not in the lease,

SMRC and waste management: We all want recycling o work but Canning Couneil have pulled out of
SMRC and say they will be suing remaining councils (including Fremantle) due to nnresolved odour prob-
lems. Members of Parliament have demanded that Cr Thomspon be sacked as Chairman of SMRC for his
tole in the on going problems which include years of odonr complaints being ignored, videos posted on
YouTube making fun of complainants, massive increases in fees, the burning down of the recycling plant,
and massive costs to keep the compost plant going. Cr Pettitt in his newsletter defends the SMRC and its
Chairman Cr Thompson, and in fact gives you Cr Thompson's phone number. Cr Thompson you may have no-
ticed, is the one who has endorsed Ur Pettitt's advertisements for mayor. When I pat a Notice of Motion to
Council to deal with these and other related issues, Cr Pettitt had it deferred,

Anthorised by John Dowson, Bast Wand Conneillor and Depuly Mayor City of Fremanile, 12 Momat Street, Fremanile WA 6160

T vou want te help me solve these problems, please email: john.dowson@yahoo.com or tel 9335 2113 or 0400 22 36 22

Has Anything Changed for the Better?

Above is a piece of ancient history from 2009, when Fremantle Society
President John Dowson was Deputy Mayor and councillor for East Ward.
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Markets and SMRC (Council's membership of a Waste Management
collective).

It warns of problems ahead with Fremantle Markets.

Not only were the warnings ignored, but next week at Council on 23 August,
Fremantle Council will vote to give yet ANOTHER lease to the Murdochs, at the
SAME rent as 2008! And without any guarantee that the markets will get the
money they need to be safe and restored.

The second issue, of waste management, is looming again as a serious major
issue for ratepayers - and you heard it first from us. Not only has the Fremantle
Society been contacted by a whistleblower recently from within council about
millions of dollars of money being wasted each year on waste management due
to the poor processes of council, but the whole system has looming problems
which could cost millions of dollars. We passed the whistleblower's concerns on
weeks ago to the local paper but have seen no action.

The Future of Fremantle

Two members of The Fremantle Society executive endured two full days of
discussion on the Future of Fremantle run by the State Government.

If you would like a summary of our views of where this is all going, let us know
and we will slave away on the keyboard to give you a report.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

16 August, 2023

John.dowson@yahoo.com
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