
Your Urgent Submission Needed This Weekend on
Fremantle Oval

The Scandal at Fremantle Oval
Pictured above is Fremantle Herald editor Steve Grant at the neglected Victoria
Pavilion of Fremantle Oval.

His front page story in the Herald this week about the importance of openness
at the oval to protect the world heritage buffer zone for the prison is part of an
emerging story of the scandal about how Fremantle Council has not only
neglected the oval, but is actively undermining its buffer zone world
heritage values. The  extent of the scandal is outlined below.

Comments closed Friday on council's Draft Conservation plan but should be
accepted by 9am Monday 18th at this email:
communityengagement@fremantle.wa.gov.au.

Even a sentence or two will do, extracted if you want from The Fremantle
Society submission below. Ask for an acknowledgement.

The Fremantle Society Submission
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The Phil Griffiths Conservation plan for Fremantle Oval begins with a
nonsensical opening sentence ("database recognises includes the whole") and
goes downhill from there.

Three main concerns stand out:

1.  (i) While the 132 page document contains extensive useful history and detail
of the current condition of the oval and its buildings, it does not provide the
detailed guidance needed to protect the key values of the area, especially in
relation to it being entirely in the buffer zone of the adjacent World Heritage
listed prison.

Page iv states that there needs to be: "A master plan that considered the
Fremantle Prison buffer zone, developed in parallel with the CMP will guide
future development."When on earth will council ever get around to doing that?
The buffer zone must be fully examined and protected in the Oval Conservation
Plan, because (p111 section 10) vaguely just says "comply with Prison Buffer
Zone requirements."

(ii) Buffer zone protection comes from understanding that it is World Heritage
values being dealt with, and not just ordinary heritage matters. One of the key
values of this buffer zone should be an understanding of the importance of
openness to protect the setting of the Convict Establishment, which was built
in 1851 on Church Hill overlooking Fremantle for health reasons as well as to
make an impressive government statement with buildings that could be seen
from wide and far. 

p20 of the Oval Conservation Plan reads: "Below the prison was an open area
of land which provided a buffer between the prison and the town and provided
an area for gardens for growing vegetables for the convicts. Below this, and on
the boundary of the convict grant and the town, cottage accommodation was
constructed for the prison warders and their families." This clearly explains the
importance of what was the openness below the prison and the need to not
only have good sight lines from the Henderson Street warder's Cottages all the
way to the prison, and from other locations, but the need to if necessary
abandon any development plans which put at risk the openness below the
prison.

One of the viewing corridors mentioned in passing but not protected by the
Oval Conservation Plan is p123 "Significant Knowle viewing corridor." It is
remarkable that this highly significant 1853 former home of Comptroller-
General of Convicts Henderson, reputedly the biggest and best residence in
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WA at the time, has survived unloved and unrestored just a few metres from the
oval. In 1897 it became Fremantle Hospital and still is unrestored, despite
hospital promises to do so for the centenary in 1997. It is imperative that a
policy of the conservation plan is to protect the viewing corridor, restore the
Knowle in conjunction with the Health Department, and get it connected to the
buffer zone of the oval.

(iii) There are key prison documents that need to be fully linked to the
Fremantle Council Oval Conservation Plan, and that includes the 2021
Fremantle Prison Landscape Management Plan which has detailed references
to Fremantle Oval.

2. Disturbingly, it seems there may be a conflict of interest in the hiring of
architect Phil Griffiths to do the conservation plan while he was also chosen by
the government to do the Heritage Impact Statement for the adjacent police
complex proposal that recently went through JDAP.  Phil Griffith's conservation
plan (p111) states that the oval will be protected in the future through a
"Heritage Impact Statement" of a proposed development. Yet, at JDAP Phil
Griffiths said in his Heritage Impact Statement that the police complex proposal
-100 metres long and 33.4 metres high (much higher than the detested 10
storey Johnson Court flats) is a "modest four storey proposal." The buffer zone
values didnt seem to matter. Similarly Cox architects are engaged to do work
on the Oval Conservation Plan, and they came up with the overscaled plans for
the police complex next door. The Fremantle Society seeks an answer from
Fremantle Council about these possible conflicts of interest.

3. Also disturbingly, it seems Fremantle Council has gone ahead with its
Fremantle Oval Redevelopment Masterplan without first completing the
conservation plan that needs to underpin it. We seek an explanation for that.

The Redevelopment Masterplan was unveiled 12 April 2021, approved by
Council July 2022, and members of a working group were appointed April 2023.
Yet, the Oval Conservation Plan draft released Jan 2022, with final draft May
2022, is at 15 December 2023, still to be finally assessed and approved by
Council.

This is a disgraceful situation, and reflects badly on Fremantle Council's
already well known failure to manage properly any of its key heritage assets,
whether they be for example Arthur Head, Fremantle Markets, or the interior of
Fremantle Town Hall.

The Oval Development Masterplan should be withdrawn now, and redone
following the Oval Conservation Plan completion. In its current form it is a wish
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list for big boxes to be built on the oval to house business centres, foundations
for Aboriginal women, Cockburn Dockers facilities, and even residences for 170
people.

There are many uncontested objectives that need achieving at the oval, given
its poor management under Fremantle Council. The Oval plan states (p83) that
the oval is in "fair to poor condition" and that Victoria Pavilion has "deteriorated
badly...missing important details.. due to neglect."

There are many things that are missing from the conservation plan, some that
can be done now that dont need a large budget or even conservation plan
approval - being basic maintenance, and would improve the oval immediately:

i) Victoria Pavilion urgently needs a coat of paint on Parry Street elevation and
should be focussed on as a priority with its myriad defects, instead of
council's dreaming of expensive new large glass boxes impacting the buffer
zone.

ii) Improving the location of the grassed area in relation to the pavilion is critical,
as is getting the ideal sized playing surface, confusingly stated to be (p43) 190
yards long by 165 yards across but also 174m x 172m.

iii) p61 states that the terraces are in "very poor condition" but they seem stable
and just need maintenance. They use 600mm x 600mm slabs interestingly
manufactured in the prison just 100 metres away.

iv) p111 mentions archaeology but fails to mention that in early settlement days
the oval was a public rubbish dump, probably rich with archaeological
possibilities.

v) The broadcast box adjacent to Victoria Pavilion, hosting a large digital
advertising panel, should be removed as it blocks views to the World Heritage
Prison.

vi) The advertising above the terraces on the eastern side are unsightly and
impact on views to the prison, and should be removed and located around the
oval's boundary fence.

The scandals surrounding Fremantle Oval are outlined above, the upshot being
that the conservation plan for the oval should be handed to another consultant
to complete, be seriously revised, and must not just reference the Fremantle
Prison Heritage Management Plan, but in detail delineate its key buffer zone
implications for the oval.
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John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
Steamship Buildings
10-12 Mouat Street
Fremantle
Western Australia 6160
Australia

John.dowson@yahoo.com

Copyright © 2023 The Fremantle Society, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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