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Personal Plea from Fremantle Society President John Dowson

Eastern States Heritage Experts recently stated:
"Fremantle is Done For" Why?

Personal Plea from Fremantle Society
President John Dowson

For 33 years | have lived in the heart of the West End.

| bought a building there, not because | wanted to make money, but because |
loved it and wanted to live in and appreciate its integrity and character.

| carefully restored my new home, which won the first ever heritage award for a
residence from the newly founded Heritage Council.

| wrote 4 books about Fremantle and did what | could to work with heritage
experts to help protect and enhance Fremantle with good policies and positive
incentives to do the right thing.

But there have been many challenges along the way and while the Pettitt
mayoralty killed CBD real estate prices, and developers tried constantly to
break the rules, there were enough passionate and well informed people on
council, at the National Trust and Heritage Council, and in the community to
point most people in the right direction.

But, the National Trust is now a disgrace in terms of defending heritage and
captured by the government, the Heritage Council is captured by the Property
Council, the Fremantle Mayor is simply doing the bidding of the State
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and more.

And the community seems worn out and accepting this loss of genuine
representation.

The final straw for me is the proposal above on the corner of Phillimore and
Pakenham Street from Adrian Fini, who should know better. Fini has done
excellent quality work, and his first Fremantle development was as a partner in
the Sail and Anchor development into a brewery.

The heritage report done to support this proposal (see Have my Say to make a
comment by next Friday) by Laura Gray (laura@heritageintelligence.com.au)
say the apartments stuck on top "offer a unique residential opportunity of views
over the harbour and city.... (and make) an aesthetic contribution to the West
End." They certainly make a lot of money for the developer and break the
number one rule: any new works to West End buildings should not be visible
from the street."

Whatever the good aspects of this proposal are, and there are a number,
sticking two storeys on top of an existing highly significant building diminishes it
and the surroundings.

IN 33 years | have never been so concerned that good orderly planning and
protection for heritage has gone out the window.

The mayor has recently gone to Canberra to show secret plans for Fremantle
Oval and big boxes - with a conservation plan done by the same person who
wrote the one for the police complex which said that 100m metre long and 33.4
metre high monstrosity was just a "modest 4 storey building."

The government is going around touting secret plans for massive high rise in
North Fremantle for 60,000 people.

The council is salivating at having the chance to pass next Wednesday a
massive block of 215 flats on Point Street that will be 8 storeys, when the
original council agreement was for 5 storeys.

If you have any concern about where Fremantle is going please act now. Our
wonderful Fremantle deserves better.

John Dowson
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