
Fini/Patroni Apartments in the West End Sky

Will You Do Something Before Wed 6pm?

49 Phillimore Street is on the agenda for Wednesday 6pm council
meeting , though disturbingly the Fremantle Society and community
could not see the agendas as they were taken down. They are
available again.

 
In 33 years of living in the West End,  there has never been a worse time for
Fremantle's heritage, and in particular the extra special West End.
 
The developer's Heritage Impact Statement is deeply flawed, as The Fremantle Society
details in its full submission.

The Heritage Council's  approval based on the fact the developer is restoring some of
the inside while admitting there is damage to the outside heritage is unforgivable.
 
That Fremantle Council staff recommend approval is appalling. For years Council has
defunded heritage, failed to enforce heritage rules, failed to implement its own
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conservation plans, and seems hell bent on giving us what the mayor and the Labor
Party say the future of Fremantle should be : "a modern city."
 
But Fremantle is a national heritage jewel, and its future is in your hands.
 
Please insist that additions to exceptional West End architecture like 49 Phillimore
Street cannot be seen from the street as policies intend because the justification in this
case that they are "adding to the West End's heritage" is false. 

The Fremantle Society wrote individually to the mayor and all councillors. No reply
from the mayor and just 3 other responses. Please try your self!
(members@fremantle.wa.gov.au and/or look up their individual emails before Wed
6pm)

John Dowson President 0409223622 John.dowson@yahoo.com

Letter to Council from Architect Carl Payne
 

Dear (Councillor)

“We don’t want Fremantle to become a museum” say the
unfettered-development supporters.

How short-sighted they really are. Fremantle can benefit greatly
from sensitive and intelligent management of its heritage status. It
doesn't have to be an either/or scenario. 

By the lucky accident of being ignored in the 60s and 70s when
heritage Perth was being largely destroyed, we are now in the
happy position of being able to benefit greatly from our
Georgian/Victorian streetscapes. But in order to do this, we need to
preserve the advantage we have. 

The individual buildings, taken singly, are not overly significant. But
viewed as a whole; perceived and appreciated as the most intact

19th century streetscape in the whole of Australia; this provides us
with the clue as to how we must regard and treat the whole. It is the
preservation of the whole precinct which is most crucial. 
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When individual buildings become diluted by changes made, in any
way, the whole composition is adversely affected. 

There are numerous overseas examples of how communities have
dealt with their intact heritage townscapes effectively. This is now
seen as ultimately to the advantage of building owners and to the
entire community. 

Have the "we don't want a museum" mob not heard of the following
examples? 

Cordova in Spain?
Marrakesh in Morocco?
The Greek Island if Santorini?
Dubrovnik in Croatia?
The Gothic quarter in Barcelona?
Bruges in Belgium?
Toledo in Spain?
Porto in Portugal?

The list of towns which have strong heritage protection to maintain
their historic precincts is long. And these museum streetscapes
have become popular, lively, vital, educational hotspots. 

In Fremantle, we need to take a broad and wholistic view. We need
to do so much better, by fully appreciating the richness our complete
and undiluted heritage streetscape gives us. Once it's destroyed, it's
gone forever. Council has a duty to provide constructive and
continuing care for future Fremantle. 

The above international heritage precincts attract visitors;
academics, study tours, support services, educational services, and
a wide range of financial benefits accrue as a result. 

The cliche “We don’t want Fremantle to become a museum” simply
has no validity. It is an empty statement. 

It really is time for us to seriously grasp the opportunity to create
and build a secure and lasting world-heritage precinct within
Fremantle. It may be the most important project you are able to get
involved with. 

Preventing the Fini proposal in its current form is the first step in this
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crucial strategy.

Regards
Carl Payne

From Tony Jones OAM:

Dear Fremantle Council,

I write to express concern with the proposed additions to the Genesis building.
I am certain that the West End of Fremantle is far too important to have any
sort of opportunistic architectural interference with its built form. Whilst
contemporary infill could well be possible if individual sites become available,
the out of scale grafting of grossly disproportionate forms on these uniquely
fine buildings will create irreversible damage and precedent.
 
Please reject this proposal
 
Tony Jones OAM, Cit WA Arts
 
 
Tony Jones

tonyjonesart@icloud.com
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