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Police Complex for South Terrace Stan Reilly Site

Fremantle: The Future is in the Past
appreciating the Synagogue Site and its surrounds

John Dowson
2005
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New Police Complex and the Limestone Wall

Here we go again.

The former pensioner guard site, latterly the Stan Reilly site, and now a car
park about to be dug up for a new police complex, is historically important as
part of the buffer zone for the World Heritage Listed prison.

in 2005 when Crs Dowson, Lauder, King, Strachan and Pettitt were elected, a
plan which had cost around $50,000 for this South Terrace site was shown to
councillors, and thrown in the bin because it had been done without a
conservation plan to guide development and protect heritage in such an
important area.Cr Dowson produced a report Fremantle: The Future is in the
Past (shown top) to emphasise the importance of the site for over 100 years as
a place for community use such as hospital, migrants' home, and aged care
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The second image shows the site when a hospital just after WW1, and the
convict built walls (Dowson collection).

In the third image you are looking at a proposal for the site just released which
appears to be mimicking the nearby appalling overscale hospital, and whose
architecture is more Joondalup than Fremantle.

Whether the public get to have a say on this proposal will be interesting, as
being a police complex the layout is confidential.

Architect Carl Payne remembers saving the convict built wall out the front,
which is not adequately protected by this new large box.

He writes:

In the late 1970s, | drove past the recently constructed South Terrace wing of
Fremantle Hospital and | saw a jackhammer demolishing the colonial limestone
wall adjacent the footpath.

| stopped, jumped out and ran to the jackhammer user. “This wall is not to be
demolished” | said. “Says who?” he said, not unreasonably. “The client & Freo
Council” I lied. “If you keep going, you might be in deep trouble. | thought |
should warn you”. He threw down his jackhammer and walked off swearing.

| drove over to Council - fully open to public visits in those times - and went up
to the building/planning people on the third floor.

Quick access to interested and involved officers was the key.

| explained the predicament, and was assured that this would be addressed
immediately. In those days, the word immediately meant ‘at this very moment’.
This was a good thing.

| returned to the scene of the lie. No action; no workmen; no jackhammer.

| went home and phoned Council. The officer | had spoken with earlier took the
call. He said he’d spoken with “Public Works”. They had indicated to him they
could leave the wall standing, “if that’s what the people want.....”

So simple. It’'s amazing how much we talk about public access & involvement in
decision-making these days. But of course, we all know it’s the exact opposite.
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old Synagogue on Parry Street are special, both in the above personal sense;
and as remnants of heritage walls that were once ubiquitous in Fremantle.

Do | REALLY have to drive past the same walls 40 years later; and again
harass some poor bugger who’s just trying to do his job?

Do | REALLY have to drive to Council and try to get a 2023 officer to
immediately.......... 21

Who am | kidding?!
We need to retain more of these limestone walls than is currently proposed.
These fast disappearing relics of colonial Fremantle are very precious, with

high heritage value.

The Andrew Forrest hotel site demolitions recently saw us lose another section
of old limestone wall, possibly convict built.

It’s all about priorities of course. Had THIS wall been appropriately highly
valued by Forrest’s Sydney architects, the planning layout could have been
organised to protect and retain it. But low value equals low effort.

Back to the new cop shop and the old adjacent walls.

Do we REALLY need to remove some 20 metres (as stated in the Cop Shop
DA) of colonial limestone wall?

To slightly mis-quote the Public Works manager from the late 1970s:

“This is NOT what people want..”

Vote with your letters folks. Support our heritage strongly and loudly. Write to
Council; to the Herald. We can only save what we appreciate and designate as
having high value.

Carl Payne

John Dowson

President
The Fremantle Society
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