
Dear State Government: Please leave your dumb
ideas in Perth.

Oh Dear. Oh Dear. Oh Dear.

Every time the State Government comes to Fremantle, they bring dumb ideas.

We hear they have spent $57 million on the river crossing project without a plan
to show us.

Regarding the police building, which we need one of in a sensible location, the
Government want to stick a Joondalup office block in a world heritage buffer
zone on South Terrace.

Fremantle Prison are not happy, and have every right to object to the location,
the bulk and scale, the damage to the heritage wall, and the impermeability of
the 'high security' structure. 

If you make a submission, Fremantle Council will read it and prepare a report
for JDAP, who usually approve everything, though the community had a win
with 130 Stirling Highway (Ford Motor Co site). You can appear at JDAP or
send them your submission.

Friday 21 is due date for submissions (see Fremantle Council Have My
Say). We are re-printing our earlier article below to remind you of some of the
issues.

Also, the State Government has massive plans for Fremantle around the port
land. There are endless workshops and at least the Government is taking their
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The image below c 1910 shows the Pensioner Guard Barracks on South
Terrace where the Police Complex will be built. Courtesy Rob Campbell

$100 million Police Palace
First we had the $100 million Movie Studio proposal for Victoria Quay - a poorly
planned thought bubble.

Then we had the hideous $100 million truck playground at High and Stirling
Highway intersection by Main Roads - which unfortunately did get built, and
which scars forever a main entry into a world famous town.

Now we get a $100 million Police Palace proposition - put within the buffer zone
of the World Heritage Prison.

You will remember that for 100 years the police had a huge 5,500 sqm
compound on Henderson Street - and in the 1990s a new courthouse was built
across the road from it to work with that complex.

Then the Henderson Street constabulary sought something more modern and
were told it would cost $20 million to upgrade their site. Wow, that was far too

time. After all, as Mark MacGown stated, Fremantle must become a "modern
city." Over 80 Aboriginal people have been interviewed, but as far as The
Fremantle Society is aware, not a single Fremantle heritage or history expert
has been involved. That is the playbook of Main Roads - pay Aboriginal people
to present at public meetings and say for example that the heritage listed traffic
bridge must be demolished, otherwise "the trains will fall into the river."

But The Fremantle Society, who are happily unpaid, cannot even get
meaningful responses to letters sent to Main Roads.
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expensive, so they all relocated to an old bank in High Street where they are
today, and sold their huge valuable site for next to nothing to local developer
Gerard O'Brien, who is filling the site with alcohol venues.

Last year The Fremantle Society had a meeting with Fremantle Council CEO
Glen Dougall and Director of Planning Russell Kingdom and asked that the
Society be informed ahead of time of major projects in the system so we didnt
get to see them just at the last minute when years of work had already gone
into a plan.

But we have had no co-operation from Council and suddenly the Police
Complex plans are done and put out for public comment (submissions close
next Tuesday 11th July even though some of the documents online are the
wrong ones).

Some people were aware of the plans last year and the Fremantle History
Society were invited to a meeting, but not The Fremantle Society.

It is infuriating to yet again be placed in the position of having to be
reactive to a major proposal at such a late stage.

A few observations:

1) The proposed building seeks to adulate the brutal and monstrous scale of
Fremantle Hospital, which is an aberration, and not a precedent. The bulk and
scale of the police complex is excessive.

2) There is nothing about the building that shows respect for site context.

3) The proposal blocks views to and from the World Heritage Prison.

4) The convict wall is of exceptional significance and must not be reduced in
length.

5) The archaeology of the site is likely to be of exceptional significance given its
use for dozens of homes for  Pensioner Guards in the barracks there. Its
careful search, and subsequent care of artefacts, must be well planned.

6) The Federal Government needs to make an assessment of this proposal as
it affects the world heritage listed prison.

7) The chosen site is too congested for its purpose and better sites exist which
are cheaper. Marine House for example on Marine Terrace has just had millions
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of dollars spent on upgrades and is available.

Local architect's view:
 

PROPOSED NEW POLICE BUILDING – FREMANTLE - DRAFT

The height, length, and resultant massing of the proposed new police building
on South Terrace Fremantle are all a bulky and unfortunate visual
reinforcement of the adjacent Fremantle Hospital and the Arundel Street flats,
both significant past failures in the crucial matter of appropriate cityscape
design.

As a related issue, the new Forrest Hotel proponents argued that adjacent
modern building heights and bulk, including that of the Henderson Street
carpark, justified the out-of-scale massing of their new building complex in
William Street.

In exactly the same way, the bulk and massing of Fremantle Hospital – a
mistake in the late 1970s and a mistake still today – is now contributing to a
seemingly semi-conscious acceptance that contemporary buildings should also
be able to repeat this same mistake.

The time is far overdue for Council and others responsible for guiding the future
of our city to say No; enough is enough........

Adding to the problem of massing and bulk, is the regrettable fact that the
proposed Police building presents a blank façade to South Terrace. The best
and most successful city centres feature buildings which interact and “belong”
to the street; which provide opportunities for entry- exit, visual use-connections,
community meeting or assembly points, and the like. A tall blank- walled office
complex that presents no interactive relationship at street level is completely
contrary to this principle.

This is not necessarily the fault per-se of the proposed new building, but it may
be. A different planning approach, one that agrees that South Terrace street-
interactivity is an essential feature, could provide appropriate uses for this
street-facing section at ground level. This would be good for both the essence
and success of community policing, and for the residents of Fremantle.

But it may also simply mean that the building is in the wrong place. If such a
building needs to turn its back to the street and to the community, it probably
doesn’t belong where it is currently proposed to be. The planning layouts and
relationships which underpin the design layout need not be wasted. But they
could and should be developed and expressed on a better and more
appropriate site.
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There are vacant buildings in Fremantle that could be repurposed. Marine
House on Essex Street is a good example. It is well sited for easy vehicular
access; internal works can repeat the functional planning relationships explored
for the current building layout; and total costs would almost certainly be well
below the current budget estimates for the South Terrace development.

Finally, in order that our World Heritage city of Fremantle be both preserved
and developed appropriately and sensitively, we need Government services
and bodies to lead the way. There is a strong case to suspend work on this
development and to provide a new police headquarters which is part of the
preservation of Fremantle, not the destruction of Fremantle.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
John.dowson@yahoo.com

0409223622
7 July 2023 and reposted 20 July
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