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Votin'g Against Fremantle's Heritage: Fitzhardinge,
rchibald, Van Dorssen, Wong, and Lang

The Women who Destroyed Our West End.

All female councillors of council, and Cr Lang, voted Wednesday night to
approve Adrian Fini and Michael Patroni's massive highly visible two storey
addition to a two storey West End building of "Exceptional significance."

That was despite a good turn out of Fremantle Society members, architect Carl
Payne and others who spoke intelligently about their concerns of the rules
being broken.

By a vote of 5-4, Fremantle Council will send the development application to
JDAP in January with a recommendation for approval.

For decades the rule has been: If you want to add to a West End heritage
property, the addition must not be visible from the streets surrounding the site.
Even if you want to add an air conditioner or TV aerial, it must not be visible
from the street.

How have things changed so dramatically, so fast, that the sort of heritage rules
seen to be so successful and so enforced in other heritage towns like
Dubrovnik or Florence, get trashed in Fremantle's special West End?

Here are the councillors who will go down in history for not standing up for
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Hannah Fitzhardinge

Jennifer Archibald

Ingrid van Dorssen

Jemima Williamson - Wong

Adin Lang

The councillors who deserve praise for standing up for Fremantle and not the
developers:

Fedele Camarda

Ben Lawver

Doug Thompson

Andrew Sullivan

Listen to the Famous Five:

Mayor Fitzhardinge: "This is an incredible opportunity" "We are getting a quality
outcome."

Cr Williamson-Wong (whose parents worked with Mayor Pettitt to develop
controversial policies for Kings Square and Victoria Quay that The Fremantle
Society believe undermined heritage values there rather than enhance them):
"This creates incredible opportunities". "Exciting"

Cr Archibald: "This is an exciting proposal." "We dont want to support lots of 2
storey additions". "This might be very exciting."

Cr Lang: "l agree with architect Carl Payne in the audience about the totality of
the West End and | am concerned about precedent, but..."

Cr Van Dorssen: "The precedent has been set by Quest " (so we should not
waste time defending the West End) "The height is not too much" (it exceeds
the maximum allowable by 20%) "I listen to the experts" (ie the corrupted
Heritage Council is believable but your own Fremantle community experts are
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The development application will go to JDAP with no-one from council (except
perhaps Cr Sullivan who has concerns only about the size of the corner new
apartment) standing up for Fremantle.

That necessary last pitch defence of the West End will be left yet again to The
Fremantle Society.

Remember those five names and their inane comments above: Fitzhardinge,
Williamson-Wong, Archibald, van Dorssen and Lang. History will not be kind to
them.

(photo is from yesterday's agenda - the developer was asked to present fly-bys

of different views of the roof top additions)

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

John.dowson@yahoo.com

0409223622
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