
Why You Should Attend Tonight -
Please Read

Hotel Australia 6.30pm tonight
Not all candidates can or want to attend the Pub Debate tonight, but you can
put forward your issues, and the two groups sponsoring tonight's events
(Fremantle Society and GFCBA) can advocate for your concerns, as will
hopefully those candidates who do attend.

We asked last week that candidates let us know if they are attending or not as
there is food being catered for those attending.

However, despite two emails Jemima Williamson Wong (Coastal) and Felicity
Newman have not responded.

Two candidates have declined (Ingrid Vandorssen and Cr Geoff Graham)
because they say the event will be biassed.

However, the event we are running will be fair and balanced as explained below
in the latest email sent to candidates. And the event they will be attending next
week run by the Fremantle Network is also biassed.

We have chosen the Hotel Australia to draw attention to the needs of the area
which include:

a) reopening of the overpass to the port
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b) better management of homelessness issues in the area

c) better urban design for the area that respects the scale of the basilica, the
old wool stores, and the heritage of places such as Princess May Park and the
two schools - under threat after Cr Sullivan and Mayor Pettitt in particular undid
all the good work in that area of a unanimous vote of council to keep the Point
Street site to 5 storeys instead of the 8 now being proposed.

This is what we wrote to candidates:

Good Evening Fremantle Council Election Candidates

Congratulations once again for nominating for one of the four wards which will
exist after the October election.

A week ago we wrote to you inviting you to a Pub Debate at Hotel Australia.

There are two reasons for us holding this event at the Hotel Australia:

a) to provide a different format from the standard model, in order to give the
audience and candidates the opportunity to explore subjects in more depth
where warranted.

b) to highlight the importance of the area around Hotel Australia, which is sadly
neglected, suffers from various problems, including the closure of the overpass
to the port, but yet which is adjacent to the highly important heritage values of
Victoria Quay, a large waterfront site ready to be developed.

We are running the event in conjunction with GFCBA, a new business group
advocating for sound financial management.

While we may be perceived to have bias, we point out that Fremantle Network,
who are running a similar event next week, has bias also. With over 50 years
experience running events, and a former MP David Parker as MC, we assure
all candidates that the debate will be managed to be respectful and, hopefully,
enjoyable.

When we wrote to you we asked for a response for catering purposes, but we
are still to hear from two candidates. Not all candidates will be available, but all
are encouraged to come if possible. All attendees in the audience will be
members of your community.

The event will run from 6.30 to 8pm with several questions posed initially by the
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two sponsoring organisations, before taking questions from the floor.
Candidates are not expected to be experts on every subject, and some
questions in fact may be very ward specific and therefore some candidates may
prefer to not comment.

Looking forward to hosting you if you are free Friday for 90 minutes.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
0409223622
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