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Fremantle Society Archives on the Move
The Society archives have been spread around Fremantle for decades and
need to be brought together and properly organised so they can be protected
and used.

Currently around half of our material is in Perth being hosted by the Museum of
Perth. The rest is with the president John Dowson and that material will easily
fill 20 archive storage boxes.

If anyone knows of other material somewhere else please let us know.

The archives represent a great number of detailed files on key battles and
issues from over the years, many reports, conservation plans, and thousands of
newspaper articles. Thousands of hours of work have gone into assembling the
archives over the past 30 years. 

The Fremantle Society committee has allocated funds to get the archives
sorted and together, and there are three options for their final location being
considered:

a) State Library



b) Fremantle Local History Library

c) Amalgamated at the Museum of Perth - who have offered to keep them

The State Library do have space, as they have thrown out so many valuable
books, but their accessioning process is selective. They will not for example
take newspaper clippings unless heavily annotated. They will not accept a
printed report if it exists elsewhere in their collection. They have strict scanning
protocols that would deter most amateurs.

The story above concerning the Collie Street Car Park is but one of hundreds of
interesting issues, and the files, often very detailed and comprehensive, offer
great background material. The Car Park issue exploded with accusations
against various people, and 25 years later the big white box is still an eyesore.
Ironically, the Millenium Cinema, built right next door to the car park, had to pay
some $350,000 to council cash in lieu for parking!

Perhaps the Society should seek a grant to help with the archives and get
some of it digitised- an expensive and laborious exercise but providing online
access.

In many ways Gary Gillard and the Freotopia site he created, now hosted
permanently by the National Library of Australia, has many of our records
online. Gary spent years working closely with the Fremantle Society uploading
material to his site, and he has all but around 10 of our newsletters for example
since 1973 captured for those who want to read them. But a lingering question
remains - how to generate interest in and use of the archives.

Not one Fremantle Society member in the past 10 years has asked to see any
of the archive material. We hope there is some curiosity left out there, to make
the archiving project worthwhile.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
23 July 1926
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