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MINISTER APPROVES COLLIE STREET CARPARK!!

COME AND PARTY SUNDAY 4™ FEBRUARY, 4
p-m. to 6 p.m.

AT 8 COLLIE STREET, FREMANTLE.

BYO nibbles and drinks.

The Hon. Graham Kierath, Minister for Planning and Heritage, has approved on
appeal, a 5 storey carpark proposal in Collie Street.

The Collie Street Action Group invites its supporters to mark the occasion by partying
in a way that will:

«+ Express concern about the planning process.
% Re-claim Collie Street for people before cars.

% Celebrate and share ideas on community campaigns.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE FUN

Chris Williams, Collie Street Action Group, PO Box 950, Fremantle 6959
Phone 94331006

- the
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MPs condemn carpark

by RICHARD COLLINS

THREE Fremantle MPs have added
their weight to opposition forces mounting
against the multi-storey Collie Street
carpark

Labor’s federal and state Freo pollies
Carmen Lawrence and Jim McGinty, and Freo-
based Greens MLC Jim Scott, have blasted
Fremantle Council for approving the project.

They labelled last week’s “in principle”
green light short-sighted.

Other critics of the carpark plan are hoping
to set up a public meeting on the issue. The
chief opposition force on the Council itself,
South Ward’s Bruce Campbell, is determined
to push ahead with his bid to rescind last
week’s controversial approval.

The Herald was told pro- and anti-carpark
councillors have been caught up in a crossfire
of hotly worded e-mails over the past week.
Tensions even spilled over into a planning
committee meeting, with a verbal stand-off in
the men’s room between Crs Phil Douglas and
Geoff Graham (see story p18).

The multi-storey project got the nod after
two-hours of arm-wrestling at the last Council

way open for the Council to trim Sam
Lamacchia’s proposed building back from
five storeys and 500 bays.

Cr Campbell’s bid to rescind the
approval has got up the nose of carpark
supporter Cr Douglas.

He says the 60-day deadline since Mr
Lamacchia first lodged his application is
fast-approaching, leaving the way open for
him to take the matter straight to Planning
Minister Graham Kierath for a decision.
With an “in-principle” approval under his
belt, Cr Douglas said the Minister could
well approve a project design the Council
wouldn’t want.

Mr Scott, however, says even the “in
principle” carpark approval undoes all the
City’s efforts to be clean and green.

“Not only are the councillors out of touch
with the aspirations of Fremantle people,
but they are taking a giant step backwards
in urban design,” he said.

“I'am furious that the Council has made
a decision that ignores the outcomes of the
Fremantle Forums and other community
consultative programs pointing the way to
a more people-friendly, less car-dependent
urban environment.”

of dealing with access and mobility...Fremant
City Council should be bidding for tt
considerable amounts of money being offere
by the Australian Greenhouse Office f
projects and programs to reduce greenhou:
emissions in our urban areas,” she suggeste:

But Cr Juanita Brown says the City
peripheral parking policy wasn’t working an
had done little to cut exhaust fumes.

“It does very little about our car parkir
problems,” she said.

Carpark supporters say there will be litt
increase in traffic through the city centre ¢
Collie St already has 250 bays, and the City
losing the Holdsworth St carpark to the justic
centre.

Mr McGinty reckons “a multi-storey carpai
would completely ruin the historical integrif
and the heritage value of the precinct”.

The nuts and bolts of the design and sca
are yet to be worked out. The matter will t
debated on Monday.

* Footnote: Last week we reported th
Council had approved a “five-storey, 500-ba
carpark”. While the Council has approved tt
carpark, it did say the approval wa
conditional on a reduction in scale, which w
can only take to mean less height and henc

Fremantle Society Archives on the Move

The Society archives have been spread around Fremantle for decades and
need to be brought together and properly organised so they can be protected

and used.

Currently around half of our material is in Perth being hosted by the Museum of
Perth. The rest is with the president John Dowson and that material will easily

fill 20 archive storage boxes.

If anyone knows of other material somewhere else please let us know.

The archives represent a great number of detailed files on key battles and

issues from over the years, many reports, conservation plans, and thousands of
newspaper articles. Thousands of hours of work have gone into assembling the
archives over the past 30 years.

The Fremantle Society committee has allocated funds to get the archives
sorted and together, and there are three options for their final location being

considered:

a) State Library



b) Fremantle Local History Library

c) Amalgamated at the Museum of Perth - who have offered to keep them

The State Library do have space, as they have thrown out so many valuable
books, but their accessioning process is selective. They will not for example
take newspaper clippings unless heavily annotated. They will not accept a
printed report if it exists elsewhere in their collection. They have strict scanning
protocols that would deter most amateurs.

The story above concerning the Collie Street Car Park is but one of hundreds of
interesting issues, and the files, often very detailed and comprehensive, offer
great background material. The Car Park issue exploded with accusations
against various people, and 25 years later the big white box is still an eyesore.
Ironically, the Millenium Cinema, built right next door to the car park, had to pay
some $350,000 to council cash in lieu for parking!

Perhaps the Society should seek a grant to help with the archives and get
some of it digitised- an expensive and laborious exercise but providing online
access.

In many ways Gary Gillard and the Freotopia site he created, now hosted
permanently by the National Library of Australia, has many of our records
online. Gary spent years working closely with the Fremantle Society uploading
material to his site, and he has all but around 10 of our newsletters for example
since 1973 captured for those who want to read them. But a lingering question
remains - how to generate interest in and use of the archives.

Not one Fremantle Society member in the past 10 years has asked to see any
of the archive material. We hope there is some curiosity left out there, to make
the archiving project worthwhile.

John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622

23 July 1926
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