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Revitalisation Two

Design Your Future- Now

Last week the Fremantle Society asked: "Was the hugely costly Fremantle
Revitalisation under Mayor Pettitt a success?"

In many ways the answer is: No.
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Heritage Council explained: "The City has forfeited what could have been a
wonderful opportunity to create an open, lively community space (in King's

Square).... the new building will be a blight on the City of Fremantle for the next
100 years. It is a tragedy - both for the people and the place that is Fremantle."

A second revitalisation is coming - the Future of Fremantle one. And The
Fremantle Society believes a major announcement is imminent about what
that revitalisation looks like.

What we dont want is a repeat of the fiasco with the proposed $125 million film
studios for Victoria Quay. Two years ago The Fremantle Society interviewed an
internationally famous film producer who said : "The Fremantle Society
statements are correct. The recently announced studio plan is an incredibly
greedy land grab by property developers."

Years were wasted, as were millions of dollars.

What we also dont want are what have been characterised as "brain farts," like
the idea of housing 10,000 more people inside the small Fremantle CBD, as
promoted by Mayor Fitzhardinge, despite the previous revitalisation only
achieving an estimated extra 700 people after 12 years, a Fremantle

Society estimate as council told The Fremantle Society it has no idea how
many people are living in the CBD.

It has passed unnoticed by most that CBD real estate prices in many cases
have gone DOWN after the "Revitalisation," despite every other part of
Fremantle showing booming increases.

What we don't want is what Premier McGowan wanted: "a modern City."

What we do want is good and careful development on port land no longer
required, that respects the scale of the existing sheds; sensitive infrastructure
upgrades to the Fishing Boat Harbour that considers water quality
improvements, retain views and human scale; an intelligent upgrade of
Fremantle Oval that respects the world heritage buffer zone requirements
there; and a strengthening of planning rules to protect the historic fabric and
scale of the historic heart of Fremantle, grievously damaged by recent
Development Assessment Panel decisions, and poor management of our
heritage assets by Fremantle's planning department and the defunding of
heritage by Council.
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motherhood statements, and condense it to one page of specific ideas.

s

To that end we ask you to send your priorities to us in the next few days,
to: John.dowson@yahoo.com

Grab that keypad.
John Dowson
President

The Fremantle Society
0409 223622
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