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Film Studios Scrapped

Breaking News- You Are Reading This Here
First

Exactly a year ago Mark McGowan and Kate Walsh stood on Victoria Quay
breaking news of a $100 million film studio for the area. One year on The
Fremantle Society can reveal that the election promise has been canned.

The project that McGown promised would bring thousands of jobs to Fremantle
will not go ahead and is to be scrapped due to massive cost blow outs.

-The site was a ludicrous choice.

-The deal with the Labor Party donors to build the studios was reminiscent of
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Fremantle journalist Mark Naglazas wrote three insightful articles last year
about problems with the proposal.

Community leaders Simone McGurk, Josh Wilson, and Andrew Sullivan as
then acting mayor of Fremantle, bear partial responsibility for the millions of
dollars and time wasted due to their blind advocacy.

Fremantle needs grown-ups who understand proper planning based on a good
appreciation of existing plans and policies, and of the special nature
of Fremantle itself.

The arts and culture need investment in Fremantle, but juvenile hyperventilation
on thought bubbles keeps leading us astray.

Fremantle has lost 4 museums, and even if 4 new ones were built we would not
be back to where we were 15 years ago. Also, we keep losing performance
spaces, and while the location of the proposed film studios was wrong, there
are plenty of incentives the government could be funding for the film industry in
Fremantle to (as Professor Ted Snell said) "draw from and harness
Fremantle's spirit."

In terms of major projects, Labor have given Fremantle a raft of shockers:
a) Moving the port, when most Fremantle people want it to stay

b) Demolishing the heritage listed gateway to Fremantle - the wooden traffic
bridge, when it could be repurposed as a New York style highline bridge as

advocated by the Fremantle Society.

c¢) Building the horrendous unsightly $100m million truck intersection at High
Street and Stirling Highway.

d) Stopping the airport train at Claremont instead of Fremantle, halving the
number of trains for Fremantle passengers.

Fremantle deserves a lot better.

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society
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