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Space tells a

+ John Dowson says Freo Oval’s open spaces tell a lot about the city. Photo by Steve Grant

story

by STEVE GRANT

FREMANTLE SOCIETY president
John Dowson has urged Fremantle
council to consider the open spaces of
Fremantle Oval in its redevelopment
plans, saying they help link it to the
adjacent historic prison.

Mr Dowson has recently trawled
through the 120-page Fremantle Oval
Conservation Plan prepared by the
council and is concerned that some of the
options being thrown around don't gel
with its intent.

He points to recommendations
around future development, which the
conservation plan says should have
regard to the oval’s heritage values, with
the aim to “ensure that the presence and
visual domination of the place is not
diminished by future actions”.

Mr Dowson says apartments and
a four to five-storey building along
Parry Street, which were flagged in
previous plans the council says are being
rethought, wouldn't strike the right
balance.

“The boxes coming out make you
wonder what part of the conservation
plan they were following.”

He says the original redevelopment
plans appeared to have been adopted
before the council had even signed off on
the conservation plan.

Mr Dowson also raised concerns that
the conservation plan was written by
Griffiths Architects, who also prepared
the heritage report for the proposed
adjacent police station.

The Society was highly vocal in
its opposition to the police station,
Earlicu]arly its impact on the world

eritage listed Fremantle Prison’s buffer
zone, and Mr Dowson fears the oval
plans will also impact on its presence
overlooking the city.

He points to the tiered concrete seating
around the oval as an important reminder
of the site’s link to the prison, as the slabs
were all manufactured by prisoners.
While supportive of the City's plans to
re-orient the playing surface of the oval
to bring it closer to Victoria Pavilion, he
fears the slabs might get trashed.

He says apart from a visual reminder
of the nearby prison, they give the sense
of space that preceded the oval, when the
area was used as vegetable gardens to
support the prisoners and their gaolers.

a) Fremantle Oval Conservation Plan

The Fremantle Society has worked long and hard to get a good new
conservation plan to guide development at Fremantle Oval, difficult given
council did things backwards - preparing a development plan first showing large
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When the draft conservation plan was put out for comment the Fremantle
Society noted alleged conflicts of interest and an absence of adequate
protection for the world heritage buffer zone. After numerous meetings and a
great deal of work we submitted our submission last December. Last week the
final conservation plan came to council, and missing altogether from the
agenda's list of submissions was the Fremantle Society's submission.

The Fremantle Society asked for a 2 week deferral so that those who made
submissions could have time to check the final plan. Council refused. The
consultant had the public comments for 5 months but the public only had a
couple of days to assess the changed conservation plan.

The level of discussion by councillors was lamentable.

The mayor again parroted former Premier McGowans mantra about Fremantle
becoming a "modern city" by stating that we need "a contemporary modern
city" and that some people dont want to see any change at all. If the mayor had
read the Fremantle Society submission she would have found plenty of good
ideas to implement, including integrating (and restoring) the invisible and
neglected Knowle House adjacent to the oval into the precinct, something Cr
Sullivan has reservations about.

b) Fremantle Oval Development Plan:

The community has until June 14 to make comment on the Fremantle Oval
Precinct Redevelopment Plan. Yes, another development plan to study and
make a submission on.

It is important, while finding lots of money to restore, upgrade and revitalise the
Oval and its surrounds, that the very things that make the area so special are
not lost to expediency, greed, or stupidity. The World Heritage values of the
Prison, its buffer zone and the openness of the area are sacrosanct, along with
the increasing value and rarity of public open space in the town as it gets
further developed. Fremantle Oval doesn't sit in isolation.

The next plan out for comment (see City Plan below) is the really big one, and
given the council's failure to listen to the community last time when King's
Square was destroyed and Scheme Amendment 49 brought in despite majority
community opposition, any new City Plan must be guided by what is best for
the historic low scale town of Fremantle, not just what the mayor's bosses at
Parliament House or what the Property Council want.
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Wait. There's more.
Council is not setting a deadline just yet, but asks you to fill out a survey about
what sort of city you want ie how much density and how to deal with it in a New

City Plan (see Have My Say).

This plan will be much more development focussed and specific, unlike the
Strategic Community Plan 2024-2034 (see below) launched last week

d) Strategic Community Plan 2024
-2034

Last week council passed this report, done by a former political campaign
worker for one of the councillors.

The report says it is the "Most significant guiding document" of council.
It certainly cost a great deal of money.

It shows lots of politically correct images, including one page featuring images
of a total of 11 women.

It boasts massive consultation.

Funny, but the former political campaigner and his community engagement
team (the same team that lost the Fremantle Society's submission on the
Fremantle Oval) never contacted The Fremantle Society, despite writing to
all the developers in Fremantle.

Members - please give us your opinion of the report, which appears to be
mainly motherhood statements

We did write the following letter but didnt get a reply:
"As Community Engagement Officer | assume at some stage you will be
contacting community groups like the Fremantle Society, which have existed in

Fremantle for over 50 years. We have heard nothing from you.

The Fremantle Society has only one goal- to improve the quality of life and
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But a starting point is to appreciate what it is that needs improving, or just
appreciating.

In reading council's Strategic Community plan documents online, 6 themes are
listed. But none of them refer to the fact that Fremantle is a world class
heritage town, regarded as the best preserved 19th century port town in
the world. How can council omit its history, heritage, and character not only
from all of the main themes, but also all themes mentioned in the section
regarding the future of the city centre?

Council needs to stop cancelling and defunding its history and heritage. There
is much to be proud of in the business and personal histories of Fremantle.

What the Fremantle Society has been predicting for the past 10 years has
come true - council through its endless poorly negotiated business deals has
left the city with a damaged King's Square, and no money for basic services
like keeping the streets clean, let alone fixing assets such as the interior of the
Town Hall or delivering a proper Local History Centre. Also, council now intend
to sell more of the few income producing assets that are left."

John Dowson
President
The Fremantle Society

0409 223622
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