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Our Fremantle Markets

It’s Time -

1982 drawings by Julia Wakefield

The famous heritage listed Fremantle Markets have been in the same
hands (the Murdochs) for 44 years.

They are run down, and need millions of dollars worth of restoration
and refurbishment work.

This is despite the promises made by the Murdochs before they got the
current lease in 2008 that the Markets would be restored and repaired.

Given the track record of Fremantle Council and the Murdochs, nothing
will improve unless the community demand: that a public tender
process be undertaken to assess just who is best to run the markets,
and to include appropriate binding terms.

The Murdochs earm more than $2 million a year clear profit after costs.
They will earn 540 million profit over the next 20 years, while the
ratepayers will get $16 million.

Is that the best deal Fremantle Council can negotiate? - Mo, it's not good.

Instead of a public tender process, Fremantle Council have put out a
Business Plan to give the Murdachs another 20 years. You have 2 weeks
to make a submission.

Remember Council's disastrous Business Plan for King's Square? It has
virtually sent the City broke - council is now saddled with a $20 million
debt. You will pay a huge 9% rate increase this year, despite promises of

To Tender

low rates because Coundil said the business plan would result in the
new administration building generating $960,000 a year rent. 5o far, in
18 months, it has generated $38,000.

Former Fremantle MP David Parker stated of the Markets business
plan: “The arguments adopted in the Business Plan and by most of the
Councillors who spoke on the issue for not proceeding to tender would, if
accepted, make it virtually impossible for there ever to be a competitive
or market-testing tender, which means that the existing tenant has,
effectively, captured a substantial community asset.

In fact, the history of the Fremantle Markets is one of frequently promised,
but rarely if ever undertaken, substantial remedial work. Thus, for there
to be any confidence in, and capacity for enforcement of, this expenditure
and this work, it should be expected that it would be essential to include
it precisely in the terms and conditions in the lease, particularly as the
alternative is that the FCC (iLe. the ratepayers) will have to bear substantial
costs as landlord.

It may be that the current tenant would win a properly conducted tender.
But it would do so only on much better terms and having to commit to @
more rigorous agreement with enforceable undertakings of the Council’s,
rather than the tenant’, choosing.

Given the Council decision, it is eritical that comprehensive comments are
submitted by ratepayers and other interested parties on the Business Plan.
Itis still theoretically possible for the Business Plan route to be thrown out
at the end of the consultation process, although based on the attitudes
displayed in the meeting by most Councillors it would seem unlikely. The
least that should be hoped for is a substantially improved and documented
Business Plan, and thereafter a lease, with improved and enforceable terms.

This is a major asset of the ratepayers. its disposition should be for their
primary benefit”

Make a Submission: Please give your views as to what is needed at
the Fremantle Markets. |s restoration of shop fronts on South Terrace
a priority? Should the building be air conditioned? Are the markets as
good as they could be? Do you support a public tender process?

Public submissions close Friday 14 July. View the Business Plan online at
Fremantle Council under Have My Say. See also MySayFremantle

Submissions to: info@fremantle.wa.gov.au

The West Austraifan May 20158

Renters fury: Popular Fremantle Markets run like 'a Russian
dictatorship’

When the current lease was granted in 2008 to the Murdochs, over
50 stallholders were evicted and rents increased dramatically. In the
Business Plan, Fremantle Council intend to charge the Murdochs
5125 sqm, while the Murdochs charge up to 57,000 a sqm far a stall
inside the Markets. A prime site like the former Dome coffee shop
has this week been rented by Council for $400 sgm. Ratepayers are
getting just 26% of the income of the Markets and should get more,
Peter Hallissy (Facebook): “Make commitments, ignore them, take
the cash, make threats, get lease renewed. Business as usual”

Do you want Business as Usual?
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