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Neglected Fremantle (2)
The Fremantle Society believes Fremantle is a great place that is being
neglected in basic ways as pointed out in Neglected Fremantle, which we
posted yesterday.

The Fremantle Society continues to put forward many good plans and ideas,
but won't shy away from tackling the problems that council and media won't
face.

The photo above is the modern reverse view of the 1940s one printed
yesterday. It highlights the significance of the location, the sublime Royal
Doulton Memorial, and the historic pumping station.

But when Neglected Fremantle was posted on Facebook, one councillor and
the former mayor were quick to pass the buck to the State Government, when
all these issues BEGIN with good local leadership and advocacy. 

Good that one councillor has reached out for a discussion - an excuse for
another cup of good Fremantle coffee.
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Amazingly, the burying of an axe in the windscreen of a police car in broad
daylight did not concern several commentators, who attacked the Fremantle
Society for wanting higher standards.

We are told that $270 million was spent in and around King's Square to
'revitalise' Fremantle. Yes, FOMO there has 400 security cameras. But the 7-11
store on the other edge of King's Square (where 4 street lights aren't working)
closed because of endless crime and anti social behaviour.

Has the 'revitalisation' worked? Council staff, after weeks of asking, cannot
even tell the Fremantle Society if they have met the targets set for the
expenditure of millions of ratepayer dollars 10 years ago.

The Fremantle Society today received the letter below which was written by an
East Fremantle resident to the council. It is not from someone trying to
denigrate Fremantle for the sake of it, or to score cheap political points. It is a
heartfelt plea from someone with a lifetime association with the place, who just
wants to see it improve: 

My name is --- and my husband is --- we live in East Fremantle and have a 
family history in the area that dates back over 130 years. 

We grew up visiting and loving Fremantle and up until around ten years ago
were always proud to take our friends and guests to Fremantle. 

All that has changed.

Recently we had overseas guests with us and  left Pizza Bella Roma at around
9.30 (just as the tone of Freo changes with the night club set arriving). As we
walked along the street we were confronted by a man being chased by five
policemen. He had been flashing, down the road. In the melee one person was
pushed over and received a broken hip. Our friend was thrown to the ground
and cracked her head so hard on the pavement she required hospitalisation. 

We have since attempted to visit Freo, once to Kathmandu in the middle of the
day and needed to cross St Johns Square but couldn’t because of a bottle
throwing gang of ----- youth. 

The next visit early one morning we were confronted as we attempted to go to
an ATM across from Target by a homeless man hurling abuse and urinating in
full public view on the doorstep at 8.30am. 
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This weekend friends, including a recent cancer survivor, went to The Joy
Kitchen by car, left around 9.30 and were chased to their car by a group of
abusive ------- youth. 

These are just our stories but they are multiplied across our friends and
neighbours. 

This morning we had a police car on a truck drive past our home, obviously the
one the axe went through ! 

Surely, after a police car was burnt last year and now this,  the Council will
actually participate in a cleanup literally of Fremantle. It is dirty smelly and
lawless when in  fact it should be a drawcard for the State. Whatever is going
on has become the complete dismantlement of Fremantle as a destination. 

It happened in NYC until a zero tolerance approach was taken. It can be done -
 start by washing Fremantle so it no longer smells in many places like a public
toilet. Work to find appropriate accommodation for the ever increasing level of
homelessness and sort out the grunge art programs that have destroyed
historic public buildings. 

Fremantle is a gift to protect.  Please start respecting what you have been
given the care of, and stand up on these fundamental issues.  Otherwise many
areas will simply become ghettos ! 

Published by The Fremantle Society
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