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A record crowd approaching 200 attended the Fremantle Society’s Annual General Meeting in
the Fremantle Town Hall to elect office bearers and hear talks from Councillor June Boddy,
David Hutchison and Professor George Seddon.

Donald Whittington, a vice president of the society in the seventies and a former deputy mayor
of the City, was nominated for President and elected unopposed.

June Boddy gave a brief resume of the history of the Fremantle Society since its inception. Her
talk was followed by a discussion by David Hutchison about current problems facing Fremantle
and the general trend of recent developments. He illustrated his talk with slides showing ex-
amples of creative use of buildings in other States and contrasted this with the often unimagina-
tive approach taken by Fremantle developers. He also strongly criticised the current trend of
waterfront usage which tended to cut off Fremantle residents’ access to the sea and beaches.

Professor George Seddon, author of Sense of Place, expert on urban aesthetics, and Fremantle
resident, spoke on Fremantle and its future. In a wide-ranging talk, Professor Seddon:

* Urged the society to be concerned with the future not the past-"We need a sense of the possible
futures for Fremantle, not just the futures we think would be nice”

* Said Fremantle was probably wrong to have seen itself as a regional centre - “If you see your-
self as a regional centre then you'll have the things regional centre have - like Coles and
Woolworths, inappropriate hospitals and their car parks”

* Recommended the Society should seek ways of encouraging good design for new buildings in
Fremantle

* Said Fremantle should follow Florence which in the last two years had become a pedestrian
precinct and even provided free bikes for people to get around

* Expressed horror that WA still did not have heritage legislation.
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A permanent Committee was also elected at the Annual General Meeting. Those elected were:

Jenny Archibald (Convenor, Social/Membership Committee), Elizabeth Atahan (Secretary),
Dianne Davidson (Vice-President & Newsletter Editor), Bryn Davis (Convenor, Parks & Recrea-
tion Committee), Ann Forma (Treasurer), Margaret Hewitt, Les Lauder (Interim Convenor,
Restoration/Aesthetics Committee), Alan Petersen (Convenor, Public Forums Committee), Alice

Smith (Convenor, Oral History Committee), Andrew Smith, Donald Whittington (President) and
Bobby Wilson.

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Applications for membership have recently been received from the followng:

Fred & Georgie Adeane, Michael Adeane & Donna Harper, Nick & Jenny Archibald, D Both-
well, John A Cattalini & Family, Richard Chandler, A W & M E Clive, Michael Connor, Debo-
rah Combes & David Pannell, Margaret Fay, Michael Finn, Ray & Ann Forma, David Fosdick &
Michelle McGrath, Rex Gate & Kathy Wilkinson, Peter & Mae Gregory, Joan Hartley, Laurie
Hawkins, Mona Henning, R P & M A Hewitt, Peter Hocking, G Husband, Judith Ingle, Ron
Kennealy,, Bernadette Kenny & Peter Roberts, Viv Lawrie, Dianne McCavanagh & Patrick
Howard, Peter Monks, C J Nlcholson & Family, Joan Pix, Valerie Preston, Andrew Smith,
Barbara Smith, Maurice Stack & Marilyn Dimond, D Thompson & Family, Jim Thompson &
Judy-Mary Seward, Wayne Tyson, F Watson & V Wheeler, Kenneth Whitton, Bobby Wilson,
Tony Wilson, Michael & Janine Young

We are also pleased to announce that the Fremantle City Council has applied for Corporate
Membership.

ENROL A MEMBER

The Fremantle Society needs all the support it can get at
this crucial time in our City’s history. If you are not yet
a member, join NOW - if you have already joined, use the
Membership Form in this newsletter to enrol a friend!
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CATHOLIC UNIDVERSITY UPDRTE
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The Society’s walk against secrecy which took place on Sunday 19 March attracted considerable
media coverage. Channel 2 and Channel 10 covered the event and reports followed in the press
and on radio,

The walk highlighted the consequences to Fremantle flowing from Horgan buy-up. The Fre-
mantle Society discovered through extensive title searches that much of the West End of Fre-
mantle is already in the hands of the University developers.

John Dawkins, Federal Member for Fremantle, Minister for Employment, Education and Train-
ing, and a Fremantle Society member joined the Society’s walk. He expressed his concern 1in an
interview with Channel 2.

“I think there is an obligation, at least at this stage, for them to tell us precisely what they have in
mind,” he said. “Because what I've been told involves a proposal for a very small university
indeed, one which wouldn’t on the face of it need the kinds of numbers of buildings which
apparently have been acquired.”

The sheer size of the concentration of ownership revealed (and the Society’s information is by no
means complete) is extremely alarming. It must be remembered that a "non-profit” educational
institution CANNOT by law be required to pay rates - yet in its draft submission to the State
Government Task Force on the University (January 1989, Section 2.1.4) the Fremantle City
Council looks forward with apparent relish to increased revenue from rates as a result of the
project. Such revenue could only come from greatly increased rates levied on the much smaller
number of residents remaining who will still be liable for such charges.

FREMANTLE DOES NOT NEED ANY MORE NON-RATEABLE PROP-
ERTIES; WE HAVE FAR TOO BIG A SHARE OF THEM ALREADY.

PLAIN ENGLIGH

“The assessment of the potential economic impact
of a University on the local economy will inevitably
not facilitate any disaggregation of national or regional
returns from higher education relative to investment
levels” (from the Fremantle City Council’s draft
submission to the State Government Task Force regarding
the e proposedCatholic University in Fremantle)
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Community Action for Rational Development believes the Catholic University Planning Board
and its head Denis Horgan are treating Fremantle people with contempt.

The Board's planning is taking place without any consultation with residents. The Horgan view
of consultation seems to be to bring in a consultant from overseas to spend a couple of days in
Fremantle.

CARD agrees with John Dawkins that it is more than time for the University Planning Board to
come clean about their intentions for Fremantle.

At a meeting of the State Government Task Force before the January public meeting the Catholic
University representative, Brian Lee, agreed that the Board would take the opportunity to pro-
vide residents with *“all the information possible”. But this was not done even though CARD
now knows that at the time the University Planning Office was packed with detailed plans.

While Denis Horgan was telling the January meeting that no decision had been made on the
University site, University planners knew precisely from which rooms in the Old Trades Hall
and the Esplanade Hotel students doing the “hospitality industry” course would operate.

CARD is seeking some recognition that Fremantle people are the most important component of
the “Fremantle feel” and need at least as much protection as Fremantle’s buildings. However,
submissions to the Task Force from the Fremantle City Council contained more than 30 pages on
protecting buildings; the problems likely to be faced by the people of Fremantle were dismissed
out of hand in a couple of sentences.
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The Oral History Committee of the Fremantle Society has planned a history walk to mark the
end of Heritage Week on Sunday 23 April, commencing at the Town Hall at 2 pm. This walk
will highlight the historic aspects of Fremantle as well as pointing out the changes that have
taken place.

The Committee has planned this as a guided tour, and the charge of $2.00 (for adults) will in-
clude afternoon tea.
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The Society’s ambitious seminar programme will get under way with Dr Norman Etherington
speaking on Fremantle’s Place in World Heritage. The seminar will be held on Tuesday, April

18, at 8pm at the Fremantle Education Centre. All members and interested residents are urged to
attend.

Dr Etherington 1s an expert on historical preservation in Australia and also heritage legislation .
While working at Adelaide University’s Department of History he has also helped devise the
City of Adelaide’s Heritage Register.

Dr Etherington will be moving permanently to WA in September when he takes up an appoint-
ment as Professor of History at the University of WA.

> REPORT
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Between 150-200 people turned up for the first public meeting to launch the South Fremantle Tip
Site Planning Study on 28 February at the Seaview Tavern. Issues coming up at this meeting
have since been supplemented by questionnaires and submissions, and it is clear that residents
are concerned not only over the future use of the tip site but also about vandalism and loutish
behaviour at South Beach, access to the Beach and to the tip site, industrial traffic in Wilson
Park, the use of Marine Terrace as truck access to the wharf, and the problems of residents in
Douro Road. The most important and unanimously voiced issue for those present at the meeting
seemed to be that no Southern Link was planned to replace the Roe Freeway.

Another public meeting has been scheduled to explore these issues further. This will take place
on Monday Ist May, with the venue to be confirmed. For the week preceding the meeting five
alternative road layouts/land use plans will be exhibited at the Fremantle Library so that resi-
dents can comment on these at the meeting and make submissions.

SPARC meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 6.30 pm at 454 South
Terrace, South Fremantle; anyone interested should telephone 335.5838.

Fremantle 1s rapidly becoming the centre for Western Australia’s growing environmental move-
ment, as the following plans indicate:

3 Greenpeace is considering opening a branch in Western Australia, probably to be located at
APACE in North Fremantle

O A new environmental lobby group, Greenforce, is now being  formed and may also use
APACE as its Headquarters
3 A new Environment Centre is set to open its doors in Fremantle soon.

e e e e e e e e
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The Society’s Parks and Tree Planting sub-committee (Bryn Davis, Ann Forma and Jenny Archi-
bald) met with Ian Hunter and Andrew Stephens from the FCC Parks and Recreation Department
recently.

The group members were impressed with the council’s tree planting programme for this winter
but were critical of the sell-off of small parks, particularly as proceeds went into general revenue
not other parks.

Those who would like to have trees planted in their street should contact the council soon.

The group also suggested to the department that two regional parks should be created on the
boundaries of Fremantle. To the north, the Buckland Hill Action Group has already put forward
plans for a winding park linking the Swan River to the Ocean.

A scheme has also been discussed for the rubbish tip site which would result in an ocean front
park which could be linked along the beach to the Woodman’s Point Reserve. However, the
tipsite park could be jeopardised by the need to create newly rateable land to compensate for the
loss of revenue resulting from the Catholic University not being required to pay rates.

Committee members were impressed by the Parks and Recreation Department’s desire to get
community input. So if you know of developed areas which would benefit from tree plantings
this winter, we would like to hear from you. Anyone interested can ring Jenny Archibald on

335 .2628.1

BE A [INTRIB[JTIR,

We want to encourage all Fremantle Society members to participate
! in the Society’s Newsletter, and will welcome contributions on any

topics likely to be of interest to members and community groups.

o if you want to raise any issues or simply express an opinion on things
that are happening around Fremantle, please let us hear from you!

Contributions can be sent to Dianne Davidson, 24 Fothergill Street,

Fremantle 6160 (or telephone 335.7294).
| l R IS Il
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FREMANTLE SOCLETY

INAUGURAL PUBLIC FORUM

Dr Norman Etherington

on

FREMANTLE’S PLACE IN
WORLD HERITAGE

Fremantle Education Centre, 18 April at 8 pm
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* Dr Etherington is an expert on heritage legislation in Australia and New Zea-
* land. He is currently writing a book on this topic and helped set up a Heritage
* Register for the City of Adelaide. He will take up a Chair in the Department

* of History at UWA in September this year.

L N

« Anyone concerned about the lack of heritage legislation in Fremantle is urged
« to be present.

There will be ample time allowed for discussion.
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The Fremantle Society Inc.

PATRON: 51R PAUL HASLUCK
Address all correspondence: Honorary Sccretary

Fremantle 6160
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The Aims of the Society:

* to give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and
development of the Fremantle area

* encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable
residential and commercial district, whilst retaining its
character

* encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and
acsthetic value

* ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of
high architectural and aesthetic standards and serves the long term
interest of the area

* further the development of the area as a major cultural,
educational and entertainment centre

Membership fee of §...... paid to the Fremantle Society on...... | 4 L
Note: The Society’s financial year commences on the first of November each year.

PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS.

Membership Application

NAME(S): Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms s

ADDRESS: ——

TELEPHONE NO: Home__ —_Business OCCUPATION: _

I wish to become a member of THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC,

SIGNATURE - DATE

® Ordinary Membership 38 [ ® Student Membership $3 [
® Family Membership $10 L ® Pensioner Membership 33 O
@® Organisation Membership 320 1T ® Lnemployed Membership 33 O
® Corporate Membership 350 ® HBenefacior (Life Membership) $100

Please indicate interest in any of the following

{1 Social activities (organisation, food preparation, [ Planning {town & community planning, civic
venue decoration, ticket sales, etc) design, heritage legislation)

[] Oral History/Historical Research 1 Projects

[1 Photographic Records [l Conservation of Natural Environment

(particularly local flora)

[71 Preservation of Built Environment (including
building restoration technigues etc)

Ll Occasional willing hands (journal, collation,
working bees etc.)

[ ] Publications

(] Cultural Development (arts, theatre,
literature etc)

Other Interests — please specify

= —

If vou wish to comment on any aspect of the Society’s work please use the other side of this sheet. Please remember
to notify us of any change of address immediately and return to:

Honorary Secretary The Fremantle Society Inc



