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South Terrace Prlmary Schoul Oral Hlstory Pl'ﬂ]ECt 1994

FROM August 1994 to January 1995, 21 former stu-
dents from the oniginal South Terrace Primary School
were interviewed and recorded by the Oral History
Group of the Fremantle Society. In addition to those
interviewed, 8 other former students supplied the project
team with their wntten recollections of the original
South Terrace Primary School is now part of Fremantle
Hospital.

The earliest interview is of a student who attended in
1914. All former students referred to the onginal South
Terrace Primary School as the “Big” school and the then
adjoining Alma Street School as the “Infants™ school.
The Oral History Group of the Fremantle Society has
been lead for many years by Alice Smith. She has over
the time been ably supporied by Society members
Daphne Goulding, Phoebe Freeman and Zoe Griffin.
The Oral History Group has in tum been supported anbd
guided by Larraine Stevens from the Local History
Collection of the City of Fremantle Library. I thank then
all for their fantastic efforts.

In 1994 the Fremantle Society was asked by the South
Terrace Pnmary School Parents and Citizens Commuittee
to undertake the recording of the recollections of some of
its former students. The Fremantle Society welcomed the
idea and the Oral History Group responded to the chal-
lenge.

The result of a lot of hard work and dedication is now a
legacy for the future. Not only have the Oral History
Group recorded the interviews, but they have also pains-
takingly transcribed each tape so that it can be read.
The tapes and transcripts have been copied and are now
available in the Local History Collection of the Freman-
tle Library, the originals have been handed to the South
Terrace Primary School for safekeeping in their own
library.

Any members willing to help the Oral History Group
should contact Alice Smith on 339 4486.

Ralph Hoare,
President, Fremantle Society
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‘ Fremantle Society Supports Dockers Southern Site Option H

Review of the proposed plans for the Dockers Administration Building on the southern site between the
Victoria Grandstand and the South Fremantle Football club building has provided a Win — Win option for
Heritage and the Foothall clubs.

Some reasons for this are:
I. The building will provide an interesting enhancement to the Parry Street streetscape.

2 The site chosen will not compromise important vistas of the Prison from William and Parry Streets, in
particular the vista up Fairbairn Street.

3. Adequate glimpses of the Prison will be maintained between the new building and the Victoria Grandstand
from Parry Street.

4. The new building will not compromise the viewing sitelines of the oval playing surface from either the
Victoria Grandstand of the South Fremantle Football Club building.

3. Thearea of the proposed building (1030 sqm on a 515 sqm footprint) is not constrained by site limitations
and s significantly larger than the building approved on the northern site (850 sqm on 2425 sqm footprint. ).

6. The increased size of the viewing platform is in better proportion to the scale of the proposed building and
will provide an ideal viewing arca for club members.

7. The physical imposition of the proposed building on the Victoria Grandstand is acceptable. The grandstand
will still be completely visible from both Parry Street and South Terrace.

8. The eight metre gap between the Victoria Stand and the proposed building is adequate.

9. The configuration of the new building provides Council with the opportunity to construct new public entry
turnstiles of a complimentary style.

10, The proposed future media stand is well located and will provide visual separation between the clubrooms.
I1. Anopportunity has been provided to enhance the entrance to the South Fremantle Football Club building,
12, The parking arca appears adequate for the football clubs and surrounding businesses.

13.  There will be no effect on the historic fig trees along the northern boundary of the oval precinct.

The only point of concemn is with regard to the proposed floor levels. The ground floor training facilities should
be at the level of the playing surface of the oval and not raised as shown on the drawings. The building entrance
and the retail facility on the Parry Street side of the proposed build can still be designed to relate to the Parry Street

level.

In summary the overall design shows a responsible and sympathetic attitude has been taken to the challenging
parameters faced and has the support of the Fremantle Society. We strongly encourage the Dockers to proceed
with this option.
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Membership

The Society now sends invoices to members when their subscription is due. Don't forget to renew your
membership. Membership runs from November 1 each year. If you haven't renewed your membership it will not
be possible to continue sending copies of the Newsletter or other information.

If you would like to renew your membership please send your fees to the Membership Secretary, Fremantle
Society Inc, PO Box 828 Fremantle WA 6160.

New Members as at 1.4.95

The Fremantle Society welcomes the following new members: Ms Robyn Gill, John and Julie Dethridge and
family, Mary Back, Pete Lee and John Richmond.

Don't forget to encourage new members to join the Society.

Should Port Beach Road be re-aligned?

OPTION 2B: The Rﬂgion:;i Strategy's preferred long-term option.
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No to Re-alignment of Port Beach Road ”

- — - = = —1

The Fremantle Society is opposed to the re-alignment of Port Beach Road as proposed in the Fremantle Re gional
Strategy documents, released in December 1994,

The re-alignment proposed was not one of the options outlined in the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy
documents, released in January 1994 and it is therefore incomprehensible how such a decision has been taken
given that public participation and consensus outcomes were supposedly the name of the game.

The Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy documents recommended that Port Beach Road remain on its current
alignment and the road be increased to four lanes only if necessary. This option was called Option 2a and was
supported by the Fremantle Society.

The Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy had an option called 2b which is in some ways similar to what is currently
proposed in the Fremantle Regional Strategy. Option 2b proposed to construct a new road through the Leighton
marshalling yard, adjacent to the passenger rail, to join with Tydeman Road just west of the Railway Hotel.

This is what the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy had to say about Option 2b.

“This option, (Option 2b), however depends upon the availability of the marshalling vard area and the
construction of a new road,

When considered from a broader strategic viewpoint in the context of regional plannin g, ifrail access to the port
is contained at Tydeman Road the highest and best use of the marshalling vard will need to be exploited to offser
the new rail construction costs. The construction of a road through the area would severely limit that potential.

“Iris difficult to justify the construction of anew road on the Leighton land when Port Beach Road already exists
so close by and there remains a need to provide ready access to the regional facilities provided by the coasial
beaches.

To locate the regional road back from the beach would mean that regional traffic wishing to access the beach
would be required to cut through any new development on the Leighton land. "

The re-alignment of Port Beach Road as proposed in the Fremantle Regional Strategy requires the construction
of a new road through the Leighton marshalling yard, adjacent to the passenger rail, to join with Tydeman Road
ata point between the railway and the cast side of the Railway Hotel, that is if it is possible to squeeze a four lane
road into such a small space.

Notonly is the Railway Hotel under threat by this proposal but all of the logic applied in arguing the case against
Option 2b by the authors of the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy still applies.

The only reason applied in support of Option 2b in the Fremantle Regional Strategy is that it would enhance the
coastal environs and amenity by removing regional traffic from the coast. We don't agree!

By re-aligning Port Beach Road away from the coast, two problems are created, excluding those problems already
outlined by the authors of the Draft Fremantle Regional Strategy. These are the effective privatisation of large
sections of the Leighton Peninsula coastline and the “wasteland effect” of combining two, four lane highways
side by side separated by two railway lines. The total width of the transport corridor created would be huge, wider
than what we currently see on the Mitchell Freeway. Such a wide transport corridor would cut an ugly,
unacceptable swath through North Fremantle.

The pleasure that commuters currently experience as they drive along Port Beach Road will be lost and replaced
by a “wasteland raceway”.

After some lobbying, the City of Fremantle has formally endorsed the Fremantle Society position on the Port
Beach Road issue.
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Article published in the Fremantle Herald.

Cityscape a
sore sight

for eyes

JOHMN DOWSON iz & vice presi
v dent of the Fremantle Society, and

lakes a parBiicular intars -,~.I: i
stroatscapd, wheth is glso a Dig Ssue for
Fremantie’s nérw city planner, Venty Allan
John prosents soma of his thoughls - on
strectscape for this woek's Thinking Al-
lowad.
THIHEIHG ALLOWED an: REFLEC-
THONS give Herald roadens Iho oppor-
tnity (o write an articha on matiers of nler-
esl, ba thoy poliical, philosophical, or just
a trip down momony lana, The only rules
arg ba inferesting, be legal (no defamalony
comimonts please)and bo about 350 Wwords
f posabdo. Inchudo a shorl paragraph about
yoursall o wa pust meght rmakie Somsaihang
up

FROM the moment you drive into
Fremantle through its scruffy, poorly
designed and poorly maintained
Approac |:'|,n;_=,~_\rJ to the Hime you par k your
weary body on an aesthetically sterile
piece of street furniture, even Blind
Freddy would despair at the medioc-
rity of streetscape throughout Freman-
te.

Streetscape covers elements such as
paving, greenery, lighting, trattic
calming devices, street or public art,
and street furniture such as signs,
seats, rubbish bins, railings, telephone
booths, and bus stops.

But not one of these items except
street trees is even mentioned in the

' WHONG

‘Screaming advertising
detracts from heritage.’

Fremantle Council’s own streetscape
document. That document states that;
“Council promotes a high quality
public environment”. The reality is
sadly quite different.
Australians have long been promot-

ers of urban ugliness. In 1960 Robin
Boyd blasted the”consistent vandalistic
disregard for the community’s
appearance” in his classic book The
Australian Ugliness. 50 concerned
with the decay of our visual environ-
ment was the Royal Australian
Institute of Architects that they also
produced the book Cutrage in which
they stated:

Ill-designed

“Roads and streets have become a
dump for necessary objects, ill-
designed, carelessly placed and
unpleasant. Attention to the design
and detail of objects in the streets is as
important to the qualities of city and
suburban aesthetics as the buildings
themselves.”

Improving ourstreetscape isnotabout
cosmetic attempts at beautification, bul
a fundamental desire to do everything
better. One of the major problems is the
lack of co-ordination between the vari-
ous elements of streetscape.

Fremantle Council’s engineerning
department is responsible for many of
these elements, but approaches
streetscape with a dogmatic, unimagi-
native, and purely utilitarian attitude.
The architectural department of the
Council should be given tar more say
{and a hl” er budget) over such
important aesthetic parts of our
environment.

G HIGHTI ‘Appropriate signage and colour scheme adds beauty to
the former Cleopalra Hotel.’

Continued next page. ..
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Cityscape a sore
sight for eyes

- . from previous page.

Verity Allen, our new city planner,
15 one of six new senior staff to join the
Fremantle City Council after a mass
exodus last year. It was hL*':lrh:ning to
read of her particular interest in
strectscape and erhﬂpﬁ at long last we
can get some action. Some sugges-
tions:

Seats

It is abysmal and the prototype for
new furniture on display in the mall
should be sent to the consultant. An
even worse effort is the piece of
h'tmnuri‘.lhir maodernism on the comer
of High and Mouat Street Advertising
on seats should be eliminated. It may
pay for the concrete monsters littering
our streets, but the best seats in Freo
are those in the Esplanade Reserve —
replicas of ones used at the turn of the
century. Make more of them.

Signs

Businesses need o advertise, but
Fremantle has many buildings
disfigured and swamped by tasteless
and inappropriate signage. Signage of
a good quality will enhance the
building and the business being
advertised. Strengthen Council by-
laws.

Paving

The basic parameters for paving are
that it be durable, easy to lay and
clean, and of a cohesive pattern The
current concrete pavers around
Fremantle need to be replaced every
five vears, Besides bet ng bland md
boringly uniform, these pavers have
an added sealant that ends up making
them ook :ilrly and che; ap. Muich of
Fremantle's paving has been despoiled
by cretins spitting countless gobs of
chewing gum. This necessitates a dark
and easily maintained surface

Fremantle should still aim however
to have the best paving available, and
whatever is chosen should be a natural
stone, not the current choice of pavers
with artificial aggregate, added resing
and sealants. The best paving in
Iremantle is the use of Yorkshire
Hagstone outside the West entrance to
St. John's Church in King's Square.

» ‘Concrete monsters littering our streets.

Another superb paving is the sawn
bluestone slabs used in central
Melbourne. If Fremantle cant afford
what Melbourne can, at least use
quality paving in selected areas or as
trim and kerbing. Local granite would
be another option, or even the old

&0 B00 natural slabs.

Sitreet trees

Perhaps the following quote could
be inserted into our Council’s
streetscape policy: “Street trees are
generally acknowledged to be the
single maost powertul device in
defining and humanising the street
space; certainly, they ofter the greatest

visible impact” (K. Greenberg in Public

Streets for Public Use). We don't need
trees blocking vistas of historic
buildings as in the mall, but there is
still enormous scope for planting on
the approaches to Fremantle and
anywhere trees would frame a vista
rather than block it

Lighting

Currently there is great wastage
around the city with many hghls
turned on well before sunset and still

lit long after sunrise. Pity that the
money wasted couldn’t go to our
historic buildings being professionally
lit, to enhance the appeal of our
heritage.

Flags

Flagpoles zoom skyward from
many old buildings, but rarely do flags
get flown. If businesses don’t like
flying the Australian flag, perhaps
they could fly a company flag of their
LY IL.

Public art

With all the artistic talent in town,
there is very little public or street art.
Fremantle Council should budget a
Percent for Art as recommended by
the Public Art Taskforce set up by the
Department for the Arts. The Greg
James sculpture in King's Square is
one stunningly successful example of
effective public art.

Walter Gropius was right: “Every
vigorous age has had its own vision of
urban splendour. Why should we be
deprived of it?”

Let’s get vigorous and stop being
deprived.
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The Fremantle Society Inc.
PATRON: THE HON. E.G. WHITLAM AC, QC

Adrress all correspondence: Honorary Secretary P.O. Box 828 Fremantls 6160

The Ailms of the Soclety:

* 1o give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development ol the Fremantle
area - encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable residential and commerdial distnct,

whilst retaining its character « encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and asthetic

value « ensure thal new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and
aesthetic standards and serves the long lerm interests of the area - further the deveiopment of the area as
a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre

Membership fee of §..................... pald to the Fremantle Soclety on ......... i N9

e ————

Note: The Soclety's financlal year commences on the first of November each year.
PLEASE RETAIN THIS SECTION AS A RECEIPT FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS

NMAME/S: Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms, Dr. ——

ADDRESS: __
TELEPHONE NO: Home Business

| wish to become a member of THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.

SIGNATURE —— " DATE
Ordinary Membership $15
Family Membership $20
Corporate Membership $100
Organisation Membership $30

00000000

E.-"'rl'
LLpl =
=

Student/Pensioner/Unemployed $5
Benefactor (Life Membership) $200

Please Indicate Interest in any of the following:

CO00000)

Membership Application——

OCCUPATION ———

:l Renewal

:] New Member

Planning (town and community planning. civic design, heritage listing)

Social activities (organisation, & fund raising efc)
Publications

Cultural Development (arts, theatre, literature etc)

Conservation of built and natural environment
Oral History/Historical Research

Occasional Willing Hands (newsletter, collation, working bees etc)

Other interests - please specity

PLEASE RETURN TO HON. SECRETARY, FREMANTLE SOCIETY INC.,
P.O. BOX 828, FREMANTLE 6160



