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Bullets, Bunyips & Bulldozers

A Profile of Heritage

An interesting new private project is planned for the largely vacant site
on the south-west corner of Cliff and High Streets. This site comprising
of Fremantle Town Lots 6, 7 and 8 is one of the most sensitive in the city
and has a long and interesting history.

Town Lot 6 was purchased on the 5th September, 1829 by Edward
Barrett-Lennard and from 1881-1900 the house which stood on this lot
was the home of William Frederick Samson, the yvoungest son of Lionel
Samson and Mayor of Fremantle in 1892-3. This fine building (see
photograph), apparently dating from the late 1850's, survived until as
late as 1955 when Elders demolished it in order to erect an open tin shed
for wool storage.

continued page three




Membership
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We have had a few blips with our membership records. If you know of
anyone who is a member but is not receiving newsletters please contact
the new Membership Secretary, Mark Howard on 339 1120 or write to us
¢/- P.O. Box 828, Fremantle 6160.

We are undertaking a drive to double our membership from 400 to 800
this year. Please enrol a new member with the enclosed membership
form.

The Fremantle Society operates solely on membership subscriptions and
fundraising events held from time to time. Your membership dues pay

for the printing and distribution of the newsletter and flyers received by

all members

Membership renewal fees for 1991 are now overdue.

$15 ordinary & family membership
$100 corporate membership

$20 organisation membership

$5  student, pensioner, unemployed

If you have not yet paid you are urged to return the form enclosed in this

newsletter and forward it with your payment to the Membership
Secretary, Fremantle Society Inc., P.O. Box 828, Fremantle 6160

Committee

The following members constitute the Committee until all positions
come up for re-election at the A.G.M. in November.

Les Lauder (President, 339 1120); Bob Hewitt (Vice President, 335
9375/336 2058); Ron Davidson (Secretary, 335 7294 ); Patrick Pemberton
(Treasurer, 335 8788/382 8553); Anthea Taylor (335 1513); Jenny
Archibald (335 2628); Tony Harris (430 6045); Ron Kennealy (386 1275/336
1106); Patrick Howard (481 1955/335 5197; Alan Petersen (335 6415/351
2218); Anne Rimes (336 1081), Cath Robinson (335 9629); Sue Bennett-Ng
(335 2384); Natalie Hug (3356980); Marlene Luiten (335 2589);

In addition Elizabeth Atahan is the Minutes Secretary, (339 5009/335
8891) and Mark Howard looks after Membership (339 1120).



continued from page one

Town Lots 7 and 8 were auctioned in 1929 and sold to Richard Lewis who
arrived in Western Australia on 5th August, 1829 on the Calista. A
building was erected on these lots and later demolished in the 1870's.
The land was purchased in 1880 by John Liebler, William Pearse and
Frederick Mason. A single storey commercial building with an
elaborate stuccoed facade was built on the site in 1880 and was probably
one of the first of the 'Classical’ as opposed to 'Georgian’ style buildings
in Fremantle. The Herald on Saturday, September 25th, 1880 reported:

In ClLiff Street, Mr Liebler is raising a building, which he intends to let for
business offices. The building is of stone with brick dressings and will be
stuccoed and pointed.

The following year Mr Leibler disappeared and his body was later found
near Guildford. The West Australian newspaper reported on Tuesday,
August 23rd, 1881:

We are informed that, since the inquest held on the remains of the late Mr
Liebler, the police have discovered a pistol bullet on the spot where the
remains of the deceased were found. This gives additional colour to the
supposition that the deceased died by his own hand. The remains were
conveyed by train on Saturday evening to Fremantle for burial and were
interred on the following day, in the presence of a considerable number of
the deceased's late [sic.] friends.

Four days later, on Saturday, August 27th, 1881, The Herald used the
event to attack the colony's police:

The police are evidently determined not to be beaten. Though assisted by
black trackers they ignominously failed to find the late Mr Liebler when he
strayed a couple of miles from an hotel in the middle of Guildford. But
since the remains of the unfortunate gentleman have been discovered, and
the spot to be searched has been narrowed down to a circle with a diameter
of about three yards, our indomitable protectors of person and guardians of
property, having redoubled their indefigatable exertions now report that they
have succeeded in finding a - bullet. A pity is that they do not expend a little
more of their very superfluous and rarely exerted energy upon some more
practical and useful object, say for instance the apprehension of the
absconder McAllen, who we need hardly say has never been heard of since
he coolly walked off from legal custody.

In 1882 the site's proprietors were Frederick Mason and Elias Solomon.
Solomon was an auctioneer and general merchant who had arrived
from South Australia in 1868. He was a major figure in Fremantle's
development during the gold rush period of the 1890's and on into the
early 20th century. He served three terms as Mayor of Fremantle (from
1889-1891, 1896-1898 and 1900-1901) and promoted such schemes as the
Fremantle Markets and the Literary Institute (later the Evan Davies
Library). He was elected as the first Federal Member of Parliament for
Fremantle in 1901.

continued
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The office building in 1921

The building housed offices for a number of major Fremantle firms
including Falk & Co., D. & G. Fowler, Wm. Sandover, Robert Harper &
Co. as well as the Melbourne Steamship Company, the Bank of New
South Wales, Ellershaw & Co. and the Bunyip Soap Company ! It was
last used by Lionel Samson as their agency for Reckitt & Colman until
they moved to O'Connor in 1962.

In 1967 Samsons proposed to demolish the building for parking. Alec
Smith, then of the Hotel Fremantle and the cartoonist Paul Rigby
intervened in an attempt to save the building. Alec tells of an evening
when he and Paul Rigby, over many drinks provided by Tony Samson
tried to persuade him not to proceed with the demolition. Tony said at
the end of the evening that they had been very eloquent and persuasive
but that the building had to be demolished. As the two lobbyists left to
wend their way down High Street they met a prominent Fremantle City
Councillor who asked them whether they had heard about the 'couple of
lunatics who were trying to save the pile of rubbish next door'. Alec says
he stood with tears in his eyes as the bulldozers moved in the next day.
The facade was left to last and then to his amazement the bulldozers
packed up and left. The demolishers explained that Mr Samson had
instructed them to make sure that the facade was retained. As late as
1980, however, the southern wing was demolished for truck access.

The 1967 demolotion of buildings on site




A new project for the site was recently approved by the Fremantle
Council. In itself the new project may become a benchmark in the City.
It is the result of a healthy exchange of ideas between the architect, the
Fremantle Society and the City of Fremantle. It is a credit to the
architect that this interactive process was so successful.

The new building will house offices on the ground floor of the CIliff and
High Street frontages with residential units on the two floors above. To
respect the old facade it will now become part of a small single story
building with its own pitched roof rather than try to incorporate it into
the new major development. The Fremantle Society welcomes such
projects and is always willing to provide any advice and assistance that
it can. In this case it has offered restoration advice and has located
historical photographs of buildings on the site.

The Society is grateful to Des Lambert, formerly of Samsons, for the
historical notes for this article

Tanks, Containers, Roads & Rail

More than 700 concerned citizens attended a public meeting at the
Fremantle Town Hall on Monday, August 12th to register their concern
at the proposed developments for North Fremantle. The meeting was
convened by the Fremantle Society in conjunction with the North
Fremantle Community Association.

The meeting, chaired by George Seddon, was called to discuss several
major proposals outlined by various State Government agencies. Ann
Forma from the North Fremantle Community Association, Les Lauder,
president of the Fremantle Society, Dick Cotton, North Fremantle
Councillor, and Peter Bartlett from the Cottesloe Council presented

information on the proposed developments and the implications for the
district.

Westrail has agreed to allow Caltex to build their petroleum super tanks
in Leighton on Westrail land adjacent to the new North Fremantle train
station. Not only is this land close to residential areas but it is also close
to well-patronised public beaches. The tanks will effectively form a

visual and physical barrier between the beach and the residential sector.
Concern was expressed that this North Fremantle and Leighton area

might better be used in a more creative manner. The two organisations
concerned favour a strong residential component.

The E.P.A. and the Minister for the Environment, Bob Pearce, have
approved the Caltex application with regard to the environmental
impact. However the development has yet to gain planning approval
from the Fremantle City Council. Concern was raised by speakers at
the meeting that the E.P.A. standards in Western Australia were not as




high as those of similar authorities elsewhere and that any escalation of
fuel transfer and transport activities posed a potential threat to
contamination of the atmosphere and ground water. As Ann Forma
pointed out, the old existing pipeline from Kwinana to Fremantle is
known to be leaking and as a result can only carry a 60% capacity.

A second major proposal discussed was the expansion of the port and
the concept of developing North Fremantle as a landbridging centre. As
pointed out elsewhere in this issue, railing containers out of Fremantle
poses major problems which have yet to be satisfactorily solved.

A third issue regarding the Main Roads Department's plan to widen
Stirling Highway to six lanes was outlined in some detail by Peter
Bartlett. According to Bartlett, the majority (78%) of traffic leaving the
port at present travels along Hampton Road south rather than north
along Stirling Highway which sees only 8% of ex port traffic. (14% of the
traffic leaving the port circulates within the area.) The explansion of the
North Fremantle road system, which may involve the construction of a
Buckland Hill bridge, demolition of some buildings and will further
divide the North Fremantle community will create additional traffic
problems while solving few of those existing.

The meeting concluded with questions and comments from the floor and
the unanimous passing of substantial resolutions which called for:-

- an overall cohesive planning approach to the future of
Fremantle which would seek to consolidate the residential,
commercial and recreational aspects of the city,

- planning consent for the Caltex proposal to be rejected and a
government plan for the rationalisation of fuel storage and
distribution throughout the metropolitan area,

- the State Government to follow the recommendations of the
Port Options Study and carry out a full evaluations of the three
options for a container port before proceeding with
enlargements of the existing container facility,

- the diversion of resources away from the upgrading and
expansion of Stirling Highway to the extension of the public
transport network, and

- for an opportunity for a delegation from the community to
meet with the Premier in order to put forward an alternative
vision for the North Fremantle peninusula,

Dialogue between the local member, Jim McGinty, and the State
Minister for Planning, David Smith, has been opened as a result of the
meeting. David Smith indicated that he would be interested in a
submission from the Fremantle Society and the North Fremantle
Community Association.
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* 1o give responsible voice on matters affecting the overall character and development of the Fremantle
| area » encourage the improvement of the Fremantle area as a desirable residential and commercial district,
whilst retaining its character » encourage the retention and restoration of buildings of historic and asthetic
value « ensure that new development complements established patterns, is of high architectural and
aesthetic standards and serves the long term interests of the area - further the development of the area as
a major cultural, educational and entertainment centre

Membership fee of §..................... paid to the Fremantle Society on ......../eced 19uuceunecn.
Note: The Society's financial year commences on the first of November each year.
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Corporate Membership $100 O
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Student/ Pensioner/ Unemployed $5 [ |
Benefactor (Life Membership) $100 [ |
Please indicate interest in any of the following:

Planning (town and community planning, civic design, heritage listing)
Social activities (organisation, & fund raising etc)

Publications

Cultural Development (arts, theatre, literature etc)

Conservation of built and natural environment

Oral History/Historical Research

Occasional Willing Hands (newsletter, collation, working bees etc)
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Landbridging

The concept of landbridging from Western Australia to the Eastern States
whereby international freight arrives in W.A. and is sent overland by rail to

Eastern States destinations has been around for a long time. The idea dates
back to Lord Forrest's era and has much to recommend it.

The idea is back in vogue at the moment with the current proposal to have the
major proportion of European and Asian containers land in North
Fremantle. They would be offloaded, reloaded onto trains of up to two
kilometres in length, and freighted through the West End of Fremantle to
their destination. This may necessitate a new Fremantle bridge over the
river and the realignment of part of Tydeman Road. Containers will make
the return visit to Fremantle the same way. The scale of the proposed
operation is vast. A huge storage area is planned in North Fremantle to
utilise the underdeveloped Rous Head. It is proposed that the long trains
passing through the West End will be double stacked with containers.

The problems identified with landbridging are:
1. This impact on the hertitage of the West End with respect to the
vibrations damaging historic buildings.
2. The extended trains and train traffic will further sever the city
from the waterfront at a time when we are encouraging the
integration of the city and the sea as a tourist asset.
3. The extent to which such a development will impact on the social
and residential fabric of North and South Fremantle particularly with
respect to noise and the potential forre-development.

Westrail have indicated that technology is available to ameliorate vibrations
resulting from such heavy rail traffic. If this is satisfactorily achieved then
the issue for the inner city is primarily as outlined in point 2 above.
Landbridging will necessitate twenty-four hour port operation and there is
considerable concern regarding the constant noise this will create. The
impact on North Fremantle of a considerably enlarged twenty-four hour port
needs further investigation.

The question as to whether North Fremantle is the appropriate place for an
expanded container operation has been raised by many including Capt. Tony
Holland who manages the existing container terminal at North Quay.

Issues such as a traffic bottleneck, insufficient space for container storage
and an inadequate road network are legitimate concerns that need more
discussion. Moreover, a new highly mechanised and expanded landbridging
container port may employ fewer people. The Fremantle Society is keen to
see Fremantle as a healthy and active port.

Landbridging is one of a number of major proposals being put forward for the
Fremantle are by the government and its agencies. The concern is that
decisions are being made in a piecemeal manner and there is now an urgent
need for an overall plan to be developed particularly for North Fremantle.

For any plan to be successful it will need the support of the local community.



Fremantle Traffic Calming & Port Access Study

The final report from consultants, Sinclair Knight and Partners P/L,
has been presented to the steering committee of the Fremantle Traffic
Calming and Port Access Study . This study was a landmark in itself
with a 19-member steering committee drawn from elected and technical
representatives from Local, State and Federal Governments and
representatives from community and business groups.

Eight recommendations were made to the committee covering port
access, public transport, the inner city area, Hampton Road and
adjacent areas, and budget estimations.

The principal recommendation is:

Traffic calming is a realistic alternative to the construction of the Eastern
Bypass and Roe Freeway extension in the short to medium term. In the
longer term, to the year 2021, an alternative approach to land-use and
transport issues will be needed for the South-West Region if traffic growth
is to be limited to a level which is capable of being supported on the existing

road network. An alternative 'Integrated approach' is recommended by the
South-West Metropolitan Transport Planning Study being conducted in
conjunction with this study.

Two main issues which now remain to be discussed by the community
are:

a. Will the Eastern Bypass reserve be seen as unnecessary and
a commitment be made by State Government to delete it ?

b. Will the State and Federal Governments commit funds to
enable planning implementation of these recommendation ?

A Fremantle Bypass - this is considered necessary to provide a proper
truck access route to the port from the south and east and to relieve

Hampton Road of the anticipated increased volume of through-traffic.
The study recommendation was that primary access to the port be via
Stock Road, Leach and Stirling Highways. Given the apparent State
Government commitment to delete the Eastern Bypass, upgrading of
this recommended route is essential if it is to be attractive and efficient to
trucking and used as an alternate through route in preference to
Hampton Road. The debate on whether the Eastern Bypass reserve
should be deleted will no doubt rise again when the process of

amendment ( either major or minor) to the Metroplitan Planning
Scheme 1is instigated.

This study is of major importance to Fremantle both from philosophical
and practical standpoints. Informed debate and comment are essential.
Copies of the Final Report are available for perusal at the Fremantle

City Council from August 12th until September 10th during which time
public comment is welcomed.



News Updates

Fremantle Council Elections

Candidates supported by the Fremantle Society once again polled well in
the Fremantle Local Government Elections in May. Society Vice
President, Bob Hewitt, had a resounding victory in City Ward as did
Heather Smedley in East Ward. Sue Bennett-Ng narrowly missed out in
South Ward by only 16 votes out of a total of over 1000. Congratulations to
long term member and former Fremantle Society President, June
Boddy, who was not only elected unopposed in Hilton Ward but was
subsequently elected Deputy Mayor. Former President and councillor
Jenny Archilbald has been elected chairperson of the Planning and
Development Committee of the Fremantle City Council. As we have
often pointed out, membership of the Society does in no way bind any
councillor in voting on issues in Council.

Committee Changes

Due to the pressure of other commitments Len Poole has resigned from
the committee and Phillip Gibbs has resigned in order to travel
overseas. The Society sincerely thanks both members for their
contribution.

Pressure of work has meant that Jenny Archibald has had to resign as
President of the Society but she will continue as a committee member.
In an environmentally sound move, foundation president Les Lauder
has been successfully recycled as interim president until the A.G.M. in
November,

The Committee and membership of the Fremantle Society wishes to
express 1ts gratitude to Jenny for her outstanding contribution as
president since November 1989. Jenny has significantly helped to re-
establish the Fremantle Society as an informed and respected voice in
the local and the wider community. Her painstaking and patient
research and monitoring of issues of importance to Fremantle has been
invaluable. Jenny's fair and even-handed approach has been an
inspiration and has won her the respect of a wide cross-section of
officialdom as well as the general public.

New members
The Society warmly welcomes the following new members:

Pippa Baxter; Jane Brinsden & Peter Cook; Ms D. Carr; Pat Charlton;
John & Eleanor Dartnall; John Dowson; Graham Clifford & Mandy
Burrows; Mr & Mrs P. Hay; Hans & Natalie Hug; Sam Lamacchia;
Colin Nichol (life member); Mark Paramor; E. & A. Smith; Dr Michael
Sturgeon; Robert Wall; Walter West; Grace Wulff.
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Heritage Assessment Committee

In the mid 1970's, a large team of Fremantle Society volunteers spent
many months photographing most of the buildings in the older parts of
Fremantle. The Society then assessed the individual buildings and
graded them in terms of heritage value as it was assessed at that time.
Members found the exercise a fascinating and rewarding task. As a
result of this exercise a large number of local buildings were classified
by the National Trust and listed by the Australian Heritage
Commission. The Fremantle City Council has also used the Society's
photographs and assessments in its planning process. The Fremantle
Society believes that a reassessment is long overdue and that new
criteria would probably result in listing a number of important buildings
not previously assessed.

It is proposed to re-establish the Heritage Assessment Committee.
Membership of this committee does not require any specific expertise.
The committee's tasks are many and varied and range from snapshot
photography to historical research. Anyone interested in participating
is asked to contact Les Lauder (work:339 1120 or home: 335 6308) or write
to the secretary (P.O. Box 828, Fremantle).

Revitalising Fremantle

The Fremantle Society Committee recently resolved that the Society’s
major task for the 1990's is to work toward the revival of the city.

We believe there are a number of approaches that will assist the revival,
but two in particular will be given emphasis:

1. R lating the Ci

We believe the city should recognise the value of and the need for the
expansion and restoration of the city's population. A target of, say, at
least 10,000 extra residents by the year 2000 could be set and planning
and development strategies appropriately developed to achieve this. It
will need a sensitive approach that carefully integrates new
development with existing patterns in Fremantle. The rights and
amenities of existing residents should be respected at all times. All new
development should also respect and complement Fremantle's heritage.
Existing planning work from the 1970's Inner Urban Housing Study
which divided Fremantle into many sectors for study purposes suggests
that such goals can be achieved.

Devel i Maj

Much larger European cities, over a longer period of time, have

developed as successful heritage centres that employ a large proportion
of the population in heritage and culture-related industries. We believe
that Fremantle has the potential to develop this way. A new Fremantle
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Society sub-committee has been convened- The Housing and
Repopulation Committee with Sue Bennett-Ng as chairperson. It is
currently devising policies and strategies to put to the Council and the
State Government. The view is strongly held that the infusion of
additional residents will give an enormous boost to the City's economy
and especially to small businesses which are vital to Fremantle. The

Committee believes that maintaining a diverse community with a wide
social mix is essential.

Preliminary discussions have been held with Homeswest and the Society
hopes to liaise with Homeswest in future housing developments in the
city. Homeswest have recently purchased the Fremantle Cold Store site
between Queen Victoria and Beach Streets and it is presently looking at
a number of other sites for mixed public and private housing
developments.

The annual
I PUB DINNER & POETRY EVENING

on

Wednesday, 2nd October 1991
at 8.00 p.m

at the
Sail & Anchor

cnr Henderson St. & South Terrace

Bring your favourite poetry. Competitions and prizes for the best poetry
In various categories and moving into the visual arts an original art
work will be auctioned and come prepared to contribute to the graffiti

board

$25 per head for a three course meal with wine
In the last few years this event has been fully booked well in advance
and thus the world has missed out on many a potentially great poetic
contribution

Book early especially if you are booking a table

Ring Shavda Pemberton on 335 8788 to book a place
Pay at the door

02

The Society is grateful to Phillip Gibbs for permission to reprint his drawing as
the logo for this issue of the Fremantle Society Newsletter.
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