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The relocated E-shed, now a thriving week-end market, and one of our more recent success stories.
What will we save in the next 25 years?

The Fremantle Society -
235 Years Young



Fremantle Society Executive Committee for 1997

President Ralph Hoare 7T Russell Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 5772 Fax 9430 6822
Vice President Bryn Davis 17 Charles Street, South Fremantle 6162 Ph 9336 3355

Treasurer Alessio Capelli 62A The Promenade, Mt Pleasant 6153 Ph 9316 3869 Fax 9316 2183

Secretary John Dethridge 3 Norfolk Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 0476 Fax 9430 4934
Committee Adele Gaskin 28 Finnerty Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9336 2130 Fax 9336 2130
Nicolas Gurr 11 Maxwell Street, Beaconsfield 6162 Ph 9335 4659 Fax 9430 8991
Trevor Knowles 72 Hampton Road, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 1648 Fax 9335 1648

Teresa Rocchi 35 King William Street, Sth Fremantle 6162 Ph 9430 8822
David Utting 9 Lilly Street, South Fremantle 6162 Ph 9336 3878 Fax 93517726
Judith Wheeler 130 Preston Point Rd, East Fremantle 6158 Ph 9339 4894

Leonie Deegan 8 Russell Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 7171 Fax 9430 7263

Fremantle Society Subcommittee Convenors for 1997

Planning Ralph Hoare 7 Russell Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 5772 Fax 9430 6822
Heritage Ralph Hoare 7 Russell Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9335 5772 Fax 9430 6822
Environment  Bryn Davis 17 Charles Street, South Fremantle 6162 Ph 9336 3355

Social Adele Gaskin 28 Finnerty Street, Fremantle 6160 Ph 9336 2130 Fax 9336 2130

Publications  Judith Wheeler 130 Preston Point Rd, East Fremantle 6158 Ph 9339 4894

New Members to 31 August 1997

Name Category Date Joined
John McLoughlin Family 17 May 1997
Geoff Trenorden Family 31 July 1997
Fremantle Symphony Orchestra Group 14 August 1997
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THE VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

Welcome to the August edition of “Fremantle”, a special celebratory issue. As many of
you are aware, the Society 1s 25 years young this year.

We decided to celebrate this milestone (kilometrepost?) with a special issue dedicated to
past heritage struggles and campaigns. Thus, you will find in the following pages yet
another attempt to outline the history of the Society, reprints of some old stories (a number
of which bear striking similarity to present battles), and a list of past presidents. Apologies,
and special thanks, go to all those hard-working committee members and office-bearers
whose names do not appear.

Also in this edition is the most recent news on our attempt to save the South Fremantle
Power Station from the demolisher’s blast, and the latest on our position in relation to the
Eastern By-pass. And finally, our 25th anniversary celebratory exhibition Fremantle 6160,
organised in conjunction with the Fremantle City Council and Fremantle Arts Centre, is
outlined.

Looking to the future is, of course, always problematic, but it is not difficult to foresee an
ongoing struggle to protect the heritage of Fremantle and its near neighbours. Our own
history, often guides us in the process of attempting to save Fremantle’s heritage, but since
the Society has consciously widened its scope to include the natural environment as well as
tackling industrial heritage, there are also a whole new host of people, problems and
authorities to deal with,

The days of street demonstrations are probably over for the Society. Change seems less
frantic, though observation of the Northbank development and the demolition of the
Cottesloe Sugar Refinery act as reminders of the insidious creep change now makes. We
are, mostly, aware of intended development well before it takes place. Our modus operandi
has undoubtedly altered: increasingly we don hard-hats and talk turkey on-site; consultation
is the buzz-word and the process of the day, though it is far from perfect. Results from the
consultative process often leave community participants feeling cheated, confused and
angry. And often they have been cheated, and deliberately confused by bureaucratic
gobbledegook.

One of our major problems is membership. It is true that we do not represent the views of
the entire Fremantle community. That would be impossible. We are not “elitist”, as was
recently claimed in the local press, but we are not attracting enough new members. The
average age of our membership is steadily increasing, and attracting young members has
become a major challenge. To young adults, we must seem a pretty dull middle-aged and
meeting-going lot ... But without an influx of new, young volunteers we may well stagger
into extinction. Furthermore, precinct groups, as well as community and residents
organisations, attract many people who might otherwise join the Society. We argue that
our view is Fremantle-wide, and that we can support it with long experience.

Enjoy the past with us, as we head into the future.
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THE SOCIETY - A HISTORY

A Heritage to Save

The Fremantle Society was formed in 1972 when Perth was being wrecked, and concern for
Fremantle's old buildings was growing. The East End of the city had been destroyed, and
the West End was about to go. Les Lauder expressed his concern to the then Mayor, Bill
McKenzie, and the previous Mayor, Sir Fred Samson, and floated the idea of starting a
group to save Fremantle from the developers’ hammer.

Fremantle’s European heritage stretches back to Vlamingh's 1696/97 exploration of the
Swan River and Rottnest Island, and to the first English settlement of the Swan River.
Fremantle developed slowly but surely after the first white settlement in 1829. The Swan
was not navigable to large vessels, so Fremantle, at the river’s mouth, became the port for
Perth, the capital of the colony.

By 1842 there were more than 100 houses, two hotels, three or four stores and some
government buildings in Fremantle. The population was just over four hundred.
A shortage in the colony of both capital and labour forced the settlers to request that
convict labour be sent from England. The first shipload of convicts arrived in 1850 in
Fremantle. By the time convict transportation ended in 1868, 9,721 convicts had been
landed in Western Australia. Most of them were put to work in the rapidly expanding
centres of Perth and Fremantle.

In Fremantle, a number of buildings - public, commercial, and private - survived from this
time, but by 1972 the origins of many of these buildings were unrecognisable; they had
been so thoroughly “concealed” by previous generations of owners and tenants,

The West Australian Gold Rush of the 1890’s placed enormous pressure on the bustling port
town of Fremantle. Thousands of diggers arrived for the goldfields from around the world;
commerce and trade increased accordingly. But shipping facilities were hopelessly
inadequate. A limestone bar prevented ships from entering the river, and cargoes were
unloaded onto a short, exposed jetty off Anglesea Point.

In 1891 New Zealand engineer C. Y. O’Connor made the radical suggestion that an inner
harbour be constructed. It was not until 1897 that the first ship entered the much-expanded
basin of the harbour, which had been made by blasting through the entrance to the Swan.

Fremantle continued to grow for some years after the Gold Rush had finished, but by the
1920’s the West End had become isolated. Port activity remained central to Fremantle’s
existence, but the city itself languished until the arrival of post-World War II European
migrants, who injected a new vitality and life-style into the city centre, as well as
Fremantle’s residential areas.

By the late 1960’s Fremantle’s attractions as a commercial and residential area were again
asserting themselves, and a new group began to make Fremantle their home. Many of these
new-comers were activists, academics and professionals who moved into the old houses and
buildings, planning to restore their own property and preserve Fremantle generally.
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Saving the Past for the Future

The seeds of the Fremantle Society had been sown ...

Les felt the importance of Fremantle lay in its whole. After speaking to the Mayor, Les
spoke to the Deputy City Manager, Murray Edmonds. Murray’s office over-looked
important historic buildings which lined William and Henderson Streets. Murray told Les
he would have to be quick, as the buildings were to be demolished within weeks. It was
too late to save these buildings, which have since been replaced by Queensgate and Myer,

A group of people, got together by Les, met at Marnie Worth’s house, and then called a
public meeting at the Exhibition Hall. There was a huge response, with a wide
cross-section of the Fremantle population in attendance, as well as interested people from
outside Fremantle. Paddy Troy, the Haslucks, and trade unionists were amongst those
present. The Society was formed on December 6, 1972,

A Committee of twenty-three people was elected. At the time, Fremantle had a City
Engineer/Planner (who also happened to be President of the R.A.C.) who loathed the old
buildings in the city. The old buildings, and North and South Fremantle were zoned
Industrial or High Rise. Road widening was planned for the major old routes through
Fremantle, to be fronted by new, second-rate suburban buildings. Henry Street was to be
the most radically attacked, with the East side to be widened by 30 yards.

g,
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Dalkeith House, now the Archibald Home,
owned by former Mayor and Society President (1990-91), Jenny Archibald.
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Public opinion showed that a diametric change in the city’s direction and a change of public
policy was needed. Council was not reflecting the population’s needs. Council members
were largely absentee business people and property owners who wanted Fremantle to be like
Perth. So Council opposed the Society, which took a pro-active stance from the start.
Many Council staff were on-side with the Society, and the Mayor, Bill McKenzie was a
consistent supporter.

Society members were elected to Council, starting in North Fremantle. These Society
councillors were instrumental in stopping industrial expansion, and retaining the area as
residential, Pearse Street was one of those North Fremantle streets saved from destruction,

The saving of buildings and rezoning was critical to the Society’s goals, and the Society
developed a positive reputation for its work. Battles were hard-fought, against developers
who mainly thought they were vastly improving Fremantle. The Orient Hotel, the Fire
Station, Dalkeith House, Victoria Hall, the Moore’s Building, the Markets and the Evan
Davies Building rank amongst the Society’s best-known successes.

One major strategy was “Buy Time and Stall”. This was usually successful. Another new
strategy was the photographic survey: Four thousand buildings were photographed and
assessed, and several hundred listed by the National Trust. At State Government level the
Society lobbied for much-needed and clearly lacking Heritage Legislation, while locally it
aimed to set policy in the community, in order to adopt a pro-active heritage stance.

By 1980 the battle for Fremantle seemed over, and for a time the Society even seemed to
languish. Fremantle was considering nominating for World Heritage Listing. All seemed
well with the world. But something went wrong, and the wrong has never been properly
righted. Council’s plans for and subsequent construction of the Queensgate complex was
the most prominent of a number of signals for the Society to re-energise.

Our view of today’s Council is (once more) a depressing one. Planning is inconsistent, and
would be improved by the introduction of an advisory panel, such as the one in East
Fremantle, which assists and advises with planning applications and decisions. There is a
high staff turn-over, the City is no longer regarded as a leader in social/heritage policies.
Contemporary problems include infill housing, the redevelopment of South Beach, the Port
Authority, the high presence of Government departments and institutions, the Hospital and
Notre Dame University. None of those major organisations pays rates or taxes; they
receive huge subsidies and put little back into the local community,

Further, there remains a worrying lack of effective community consultation, and aesthetics
are suffering - the “Look” of Fremantle is now the basis of Fremantle's economy (the Port
has been superseded as the City's principal employer), and the City needs care and
protection. Council policies seem again to place business interest over resident interest.

As for Heritage Listing, the Society believes that the State Government should simplify the
process and regulations required for Listing. Instead of the present snail's pace of listing,
the State Government should place all National Trust and Australian Commission listed
properties on the State Heritage Register. Currently, the State Heritage Register seems to
over-ride any earlier work and precedent, and insists that every building must be
individually studied in order to be placed on the State Register.
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And as we head towards the new Millennium the Society needs to take the time to reassess
our position. While there may now be a genuine concern for heritage buildings, too many
bad decisions are still being made. The Society needs to network for membership, and
remain ever-vigilant, continuing its role as a community-based watch-dog, We still need to
take the lead, although the type of action may have changed. Where previously there was a
sense of drama and urgency, to-day patience and perseverance are required. We need to be
able to lobby, taking 1ssues to appropriate government levels, while remaining in touch with
our base, the Fremantle community.

The Evan Davies Building, saved by the Society, and now known as the Dome, Fremantle.

PRESIDENTIAL HONOUR ROLL

Les Lauder 1973 - 1978
June Boddy 1979 - 1980
Anthony Rutherford 1980 - 1981
Baden Pratt 1982

Peter West 1983 Part
Carl Payne 1983 Part
Fred Watson 1984

John Hickman 1985 Part
Christine Wheeler 1986

Brian Davies 1987 - 1988
Don Whittington 1989
Jenny Archibald 1990 - 1991
Les Lauder 1992 - 1993
Ralph Hoare 1994 Onwards
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Ralph Hoare

In the May 1997 issue of “Fremantle”, we reported on our threatened industrial heritage.
The Committee was so enthused by the article that we decided to embark on a campaign to
save the old South Fremantle Power Station. In June, the Society wrote to and requested
the Heritage Council of Western Australia to formally assess the heritage significance of the
power station.

Following our request, the Heritage Council commissioned heritage architect, Ron
Bodycoat to prepare a formal heritage report on the power station.

We have recently been advised by the Heritage Council that the register committee of the
Heritage Council have met and will recommend to the full Heritage Council that the South
Fremantle Power Station be included on the State Register of the Heritage Council in early
October 1997,

Since we commenced our campaign to save the South Fremantle Power Station we have
also raised the matter and met with Mike Board, Minister for Works (he was supportive),
we have escorted Colin Barnett, Minister for Energy (he was very supportive) on a site visit
over the power station and we have received verbal commitment from the Premier, Richard
Court that he will visit the power station with us in early October.

The Society believes that the South Fremantle Power Station is significant because:

e it has high local landmark value.
® it is unique in terms of its design and scale.

e it was the first purpose built power station in WA to be part of an interconnecting
electricity grid supplying power at the now standard 50 cycles per second.

 externally the building displays strong aesthetic value with clearly articulated expression
of its structural form as a utilitarian building designed for an industrial process.

* internally the building with its large expanses of clear glazing on all facades has a
cathedral like quality in terms of soaring space and light.

* of the involvement of the many people who designed, built and operated the power
station over its forty year life from 1946 to 1985.

We believe the power station could be economically recycled for a range of exciting uses.
The most viable would probably be as a maritime museum to house Australia II and the
other yachting icons of our recent maritime history.

Of course, using South Fremantle Power Station to house Australia II solves another thorny
problem for Fremantle. It removes the threat of a new massively inappropriate landmark
building at Forrest Landing on Victoria Quay in the heritage dockland heart of Fremantle.

Although our quest to save the power station is only young, the campaign and the reaction
thus far to our endeavours could be bearing fruit. Watch this space!
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Fremantle Eastern Bypass
Ralph Hoare

For many months now the matter of the Court Government’s commitment to start
construction of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass in the year 2000, has been very topical in our
local media.

Over the years the Fremantle Society (FS) has held various positions for and against the
bypass. On the evening of Wednesday, September 17, 1997 a special meeting of the
Committee of the Fremantle Society was held to review the current FS policy on the
Fremantle Eastern Bypass, as follows:

“Acceptance of the current State Government intention to build the bypass and to
co-operate with the Government in order to effect the best outcome for Fremantle with
respect to maintaining links between residential areas affected and to save Clontarf Hill,”

The special meeting of the Committee followed the release that day of the Government’s
review on the need for (or justification of) the Bypass. All Fremantle residents have since
been issued with a summary copy of the review and we will not dwell on its specific
contents, except to say that, justify the Government’s position on the Bypass it did!

The Society was lucky to have two members present at the various press conferences held
during the day, before our special Committee meeting. Both reported back to the
Committee giving some flesh to the bones.

After lengthy discussion on the pros and cons of the bypass as currently proposed by the
Government the following motions were put and carried by the Committee.

“That the Fremantle Society on consideration of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass
Summary Report dated September 1997, is totally opposed to the Eastern Bypass as
proposed and that Stock Road and High Street should be developed as the major
Fremantle Bypass route.”

“That the Fremantle Society on consideration of the Fremantle Eastern Bypass
Summary Report dated September 1997, continue to work with the Fremantle Eastern
Bypass Community Liaison Group (CLG) and the State Government to enable the best
result for Fremantle.”

The Society now joins the City of Fremantle, the Town of East Fremantle, the City of
Cockburn, the City of Melville and the City of Rockingham in formally opposing the
Fremantle Eastern Bypass.

The outcome of our policy change does not lessen our desire or commitment to have
Hampton Road traffic calmed as soon as possible.

It is the traffic that is the problem and the Eastern Bypass is but one solution!
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from “FREMANTLE”, March 1979

Some things never go away, they just keep on changing ...

Vol 7 No 1 March — 1979
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Fremantle-Perth Railway Closure

In a shock statement on January
16th 1979, Sir Charles Court
announced the proposed closure of
the railway line between Fremantle
and Perth. 1

The implications for Fremantleof
the decision are potentlially
disastrous. The new {reeway would
enable the government o cancelthe
plans for a new up river bridge

[nevitably a new bridge and
associated roads and resumpltions
in. North Fremantle would be
required,

ince the decision was announced
there has beenanoutery fromawide
er ™s-section of the public including
bu. . Perth and Fremantle City
Councils.

Members are urged to sign lhe
petition that is circulating and also
write to. the Premier expressing
apposition (o the proposal.

A comrittee to save the railway
was formed and Bron Sibree {rom
the Fremantle Soclety became a
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member, Her report is printed
below

Report

The “Campaign to Save the

Railway’ committee met for the
first time on February 9th, 1979. The
committee, chaired by John
Dawkins, was [ormed a5 & result of
the large public meeting in
January ..

Great Concern was expressed by
all that the decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle railway appeared
to be Dbased on inadequate
information and that the overall
planning projections behind the
decision were obscure.

Whilst the long term public
iransport objectives were ol vital
imporiance, it was felt that, in the
short term. the weight of public
opinion. was the only method ot
convinging the Government 1o
reverse |1s decision. _

The petition had already gained a
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large volume of public suppert
(52.000 signatures to date). This
momentum must be maintained by
involving all communities along the
railway line and. indeed. the
metropaolitan area asa whole

With this in mind. the commttee
resolved to

(a) Form a small. expert ad hoc
committee to gauge and correlate
all existing information for public

scrutiny
iby Establish an organisaticn
called “Friends of the Perth-

Fremantle Railway’”, membership
of which would be granted via a
nominal donation. This monay
would cover running costs (le..
Press notices) .

A public meeting to launch this
willbeheldinthe Perth TownHallon
March I6th

The Societyv's President has
writtan to the Premier and both her
letter and the reply are printed
below



A plea to the Premier....and the reply.

Dear Sir Charles,

The commitiee of The Fremantle
Saciety is as equally shocked as the
general public over the proposed

closure of the Perth- remantle
passenger rail service. .
A specially convened commitiee

meeting on Saturday, 27th January,
decided that we should ask you fo
d- ~'rafinal decision untilall aspects
. _2r survey, for example the
Fremantle sub-regional study, are
available for public consideration.

Has the Government fully
considered the use of feeder buses to
stations plus extra parking facilities
for private cars to encourage people
to think more in terms of _pybih‘:
transpart thar the use of individual
cars?

The full cost of abandoning a
functional public utility and
substituting an expensive road
service has not been explained at all,
Fremantle people worry about the
multiplication of vehicles in their ciry
and wonder about their dispersal
once they gef there.

Do all public fransport systems
pay their way? Has the Government
completely abandoned the concept
of providing public services
subsidised by taxation?

It appears to The Fremantle

Maony peapie whe fully understand
!ﬁ-:';.GWEm ment's intention, as spelt
iri{ % Premier's statement of 16th
Jandary, 1979, have supported the
wisdom of allowing rhe railway
reserve to beincluded in the regional
iransport reservations for the reqion
between Fremantle and Karrinyup.

This, of course, will give many
options of removing traffic bottle-
necks in the region, and at the same
fime, minimise the necessity of
agcquiring private homes for
fransport reservalions.

The Gouvernment's objective of
directing heavy haulage traffic
inland away from the beachfrant has
been strongly supported from many
quarters,

Although the Government regrett-
ed the necessity of rerminating the
rail passenger service, en if was
made aware of the lack of
oppoartunity to increase the
parronage of the service and of the
magnitude of the capital and
maintenance funds required fo
v ":Itﬂ'l'rtl and update the rail service,
it w5 left with little choice.

Notwithstanding this, the option
will still remain within the present
raifway reserve, to institute a rail
service sometimein the future should
it be required. However, it could be
that a system different from the
conventional rail system might be

found to be more appropriate in the
future.
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Society that the Government still
considers Fremantle as Ih:tron of ,
Perth now decayving and relatively
unused while losing sight of the fact
that the small sarellite city has in the
infervening yvears matured and

" developed into a delightful, well

integrated and progressive city with
a human scale.

The Fremantle Society and the
City Council have promoted the
restoration of many old houses, the
markets and other public buildings
and monitored development ro fit in
with the State's heritage. We are
proud of the Maritime Museum and
Arts Centre patronised by
fram all over the world; we are proud
that Fremantle i3 a unigue and
historic city - its people and its
architecture, culture and enterfain-
ment enriching the Siate,

Destruction of a wvital rail link
denigrates evervibing that has been
done and all that might flower froma
vigorous, virile and cosmopolitan
COIMmLniy.

Yours sincerely,

June Boddy
Prezsidernt
The Fremantle Society Inc.

31st January 1979

In addition, it should be noted - and
this appears to have been forgotien -
that rail services will be upgraded in
those corridors, Perth-Midland and
Perth-Armadale, where consider-
able population growth is expected
and a rapid fransit facility will be
provided in the North West corridor
as required. This could well be a “rail™
facility in some years to come and
provision has been made accord-
ingly.

Another major factor influencing
the Government's decision was the
spiralling wrban public transport
subsidy which this vear will
approach $29 million, or 45cents for
every passenger expected to b e
carried, [f has to be remembered that
this deficit is funded by the general
taxpayer. The Perth-Fremantleline's
share of this subsidy, 9.4% or 52.7
million, is proportionately much
higher than the passenger traffic
which only amounted to 3.9%.

The Government has over the
vears deliberately kept fares down
below corresponding increases in
the consumer price index and
auerage week earnings, by
increasing the suzsinm bur if steps
are not taken to reduce the rate at
which the subsidyisincreasing, there
will be no option but ro severely
increase public transport fare levels,

In trying to avoid very large fare
increases the decision to close the
Perth-Fremantle railway service is
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19th February 1979
Dear Ms Boddv,

The Hon. Premier has requested
me to reply to and thank you for vour
recent letter concerning the closure
of the Perth-Fremantle railway,

Railways have played an historic
part in the development of our Srate,
and have a vital role to play in
Western Australia’s transport
systemn both now and in the future.
MNevertheless, the Gouvernment
believes that in the case of the Perth-
Fremantle corridor, the railway is
not proving to be the most efficient
and effective means of providing
urban pubiic transport. Perhaps you
might care to consider the facts
outlined below - being those which
led the Government toirs decision (o
withdraw the service.

The Government's decision fo
close the Perth-Fremanitle railway
fine has only been made after a
careful study of all the issues
involved and with the benefit of a
number of in-depth studies over a
lengthy period. The Government has
therefore neither rushed into making
a decision nor lacked a variety of
aduice.

(Continued on Page

helpful in that the immediate effect
will be to reduce the deficit onthe line
from 32.7 million to $2.0 million. If a
decision had been made to retain the
railway this would have required the
purchase of 10 additional railcars for
replacement purposes af a cost of
53.5 mullion and result in the subsidy
increasing fo 33.4 million. Thus the
nel effect of this decision is a
reduction of 31.4 million in the
subsidy. Other substantial savings,
estimated at abour S600.000 per
annum will result from the transferof
rollingstock to the Perth-Armadale
and Perth-Midland lines.

You can be assured that adequate
public transport facilities will be
auvailable after the cessarion of the
present rail services in September.
The frequency of the new Perth-
Fremantle bus service will be greater
than the present rail service. The
route and timetable details will be
announced shortly,

It is true to say that rail passenger
services have some appealing
features but these are outweighed by
the very considerable disadvanrages
of continuing the Perth-Fremantle
rail passenger service

It is hoped thar the foregoing
infarmation will lead vou fo an
understanding that the Gouvern-
ments decision in this matter is a
responsible one and is a positive step
in providing an efficient metropolitan
public passenger transport sysfem.

Yours sincerely,
D.H. O'Neil
DEFPUTY PREMIER

=
. |



from “FREMANTLE”, March 1982

A complete page for your delectation.

Fremantle’s Precious Coastline

SINCE the development of the
Fishing Boat Harbour earlier this
century, the Fremantle coastline had
remained relatively unchanged for
many years.

The 1979 sesquicentenary celebra-
tions saw the construction of the
Success Harbour complex without
direct consultation with the Freman-
tle community.

The public were denied access to
parts of South Beach which had
been used for previous decades.

Proposals since then continue to
place the Fremantle coastline, from
South Beach north to Leighton
Beach, under development pressure.

LEIGHTON BEACH

PORT BEACH

:p =3
PROPOSED o 2
MARINA 6;'.".'5F -4

FISHING
BOAT HARBOLR
I| P |II
SUCCESS
HARSOUR * % _
i)

;

EXTENSION TO
SUCCESS HARBOUR

This proposal, doubling the
number of pens by extending south
of the present harbour was 10 con-
sume another section of South
Beach. Fortunately, it did not come
to fruition.

However, the WA Government,
via the Treasury, has given approval
recentlv to the Fremantle Sailing
Club to build another 261 pens
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within the present Success Harbour.

Final plans have got Fremantle
City Council approval. Supposedly
ng new breakwater walls are re-
quired and no further encroachment
on South Beach is to occur.

Will the complex become over-
saturated and cause further conges-
tion and inconvenience to local
residents?

FISHING BOAT HARBOUR

State Cabinet, without proper
consultatton with the Fremanitle
Council, haa ‘approved the concept
of a lease’’ for the establishment of
further facilities for the Fishing
Boat Harbour.

The area is a popular tourist at-
traction and increased facilities are
long overdue. In this regard, Coun-
cil has instigated studies of the har-
bour and environs. The northern
side is close to 2 number of sensitive
historic and recreational amenities
including the Roundhouse, the Pot-
tery Workshop, the Maritime
Museum, the Esplanade Reserve

and the built environment of the
West End.

For how much longer will State
Cabinet continue to disregard local
planning processes and community
consultation?

PROPOSED PUBLIC NORTH
MOLE MARINA

Marina Developments Interna-
tional have submitted a study pro-
pasal to the Council which will ex-
amine the establishment of a 500
berth pleasure craft marina and
asociated facilities on the northern
side of the North Mole.

The Society trusts that the study
will examine the effects of increased
trailer traffic and resulting vehicular
congestion and the effects of mass
power boat movement in an area of
water immediately adjacent to the
popular Port and Leighton beaches.

Will Marina Developments Inter-
naitonal request community com-
ments and submissions during the

conduct of the study?

The Fremantle Society has receiv-
letter from South Sireet
residents urging our help in stopping
the planned widening of the strest
immediately east of Hampton
Road. The widening would take
about a metre from each grass
verge, resulting in the removal of
several fine old trees,

— SOUTH STREET WIDENING
- PROPOSAL

The Fremantle Society asks; Does
the present width of South Streer at
this location present an obs:iacle o
safe traffic flow? Does the “overall
strategy'' of “‘rationalising’ it's
width consider the existing trees?
Can a viable alternative to the pre-
sent plan be negotiated in consulta-
tion with the residents?

 THE FREMANTLE SOCIETY
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INVITES YOU TO A

QUIZ NIGHT

TO BE HELD ON
APRIL 19th 1982 AT 8.00pm

«ue CLEOPATRA HOTEL

24 HIGH STREET FREMANTLE
TICKETS: §2.50 PER PERSON AVAILABLE FROM
ALYSON HULLEY-JEFFRIES ON 335 4202
Tea & Coffee and Sandwiches are available
DRINKS WILL BE ON SALE AT THE BAR



from “FREMANTLE”, Vol 12, No 5 1984

The title says it all.

DESIGN CONTROLS: A PERENNIAL ISSUE?

Design controls have been proposed for Fremantle for many years. The text of Town
Planning Scheme No 3, which does not yet have statutory force, proposes design controls,
under specific area action plans. Recent and planned developments in Fremantle suggest
that the formulation and implementation of such controls, to deal with building design and
placement, 1s long overdue.

There are many ways in which inappropriate design and placement of buildings can detract
from the character of the city. They include: failure to follow established patterns of
setbacks; misuse of decorative detail; or the swamping of existing structures with additions
or neighbours which are out of scale.

Building Setbacks

The T.A.B. Agency in High Street, set back to align with the old proposal to widen the
street, is often cited as a planning error, leaving a “hole” in the continuous facades. The
Planning Sub-Committee believes that the new Papa Luigi’s set-back repeats this error, but

on a much more significant scale.
(Editor’s Note: Papa Luigi's as described in this article is now known as Miss Mauds.)

Decorative Detail

A growing trend in Fremantle is the decoration of modern buildings by the random
application of borrowed nineteenth century elements. These may include turned posts,
small paned windows, or false brick quoining. The gratuitous use of such elements
ultimately devalues the original Victorian architecture and “dilutes” the overall quality of
the townscape. The proposed extensions to the Esplanade Hotel will require vigilant
scrutiny by Council and the public.

Building Mass

It is difficult to assess accurately from published drawings the full effect of the Greetings
Hotel proposed for the Fremantle Malls. However, there is a strong possibility that it will
dominate existing structures in the area, to the detriment of the streetscape. It is
acknowledged that Council’s efforts have significantly reduced building mass on the
Esplanade Hotel development.

Development of Controls

Design Controls already exist in some other areas of the Metropolitan Region. A good
example is the Special Design Control Area developed by the City of Stirling with the
assistance of the Mount Lawley Society and proclaimed in 1981 for an area of Mount
Lawley.

The Fremantle Society would be an appropriate body to assist the Fremantle City Council in
the formulation of controls for Fremantle and would be happy to do so. Controls are
urgently needed to preserve what remains of the harmony of the city.
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Esplanade Hotel, Marine Terrace [acade

from “FREMANTLE”, September 1989 |

The need for vigilance is exemplified in Fremantle Hospital’'s many moves over the years.

3¢ 3¢ 3k STOP PRESS 3 3 3¢

As this Newsletter goes to press we have just heard that the Fremantle Hospital 1S
due for another large increase in size - this time to accommodate in-patients and
out-patients from Heathcote Hospital.

Heathcote is being sold by the State Government for real estate.

The new development for the State Government will include: a 50-bed ward for

adults; a 36-bed geriatric hospital; a clinic and adult day hospital; and clinics and
pre-school centres for adolescents, children and pre-schoolers with psychological
problems.

When the hospital underwent massive expansion in the seventies the assumption
was that this was as big as it was going to get.

Now this new project will need major new buildings and
presents potential parking problems. The Society will be
seeking meetings with the State Government, the Fremantle
Hospital Board and the Fremantle City Council to get more
details.
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from “Fremantle”, August 1991

This article, of course, brings us right up to the present day.

Fremantle Traffic Calming & Port Access Study

The final report from consultants, Sinclair Knight and Partners P/L,
has been presented to the steering committee of the Fremantle Traffic
Calming and Port Access Study . This study was a landmark in itself
with a ©.9-member steering committee drawn from elected and technical
representatives from Local, State and Federal Governments and
representatives from community and business groups.

Eight recommendations were made to the committee covering port
access, publie transport, the inner city area, Hampton Road and
adjacent areas, and budget estimations.

The principal recommendation is:

Traffic calming is a realistic alternative to the construction of the Eastern
Bypass and Roe Freeway extension in the short to medium term. In the
longer term, to the year 2021, an alternative approach to land-use and
transport issues will be needed for the South-West Region if traffic growth
is to be limited to a level which is capable of being supported on the existing
road network. An alternative 'integrated approach’ is recommended by the
South-West Metropolitan Transport Planning Study being conducted in
conjunction with this study.

Two main issues which now remain to be discussed by the community
are:

a. Will the Eastern Bypass reserve be seen as unnecessary and
a commitment be made by State Government to delete it ?

b. Will the State and Federal Governments commit funds to
enable planning implementation of these recommendation ?

A Fremantle Bvpass - this 1s considered necessary to provide a proper
truck access route to the port from the south and east and to relieve
Hampton Road of the anticipated increased volume of through-traffic.
The study recommendation was that primary access to the port be via
Stock Road, Leach and Stirling Highways. Given the apparent State
Government commitment to delete the Eastern Bypass, upgrading of
this recommended route is essential if it is to be attractive and efficient to
trucking and used as an alternate through route in preference to
Hampton Road. The debate on whether the Eastern Bypass reserve
should be deleted will no doubt rise again when the process of
amendment ( either major or minor) to the Metroplitan Planning
Scheme 1s instigated.

This study is of major importance to Fremantle both from philosophical
and practical standpoints. Informed debate and comment are essential.
Copies of the Final Report are available for perusal at the Fremantle

City Council from August 12th until September 10th during which time
public comment is welcomed.
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Fremantle 6160

A celebratory exhibition

October 18 - November 30
at the Fremantle Arts Centre

The Fremantle Society, with the Fremantle Arts Centre and the City of Fremantle, is
holding an exciting, accessible exhibition of old and new artworks which celebrate
Fremantle, and which readily convey Fremantle’s history, heritage, locale and life-style.
The exhibition will celebrate Fremantle and also draw attention to the fact that 1997 is the
300th anniversary of Vlamingh’s exploration of our coast-line, the 100th anniversary of the
Port, the Town of East Fremantle, the Fremantle Hospital and the Fremantle Markets.
Other important celebrations are the 25th birthdays of both the Fremantle Arts Centre and
the Fremantle Society.

A large number of high quality older works, mainly prints and paintings, are being
borrowed from major public and private collections, while prominent Fremantle artists and
Western Australian artists associated with the Port City have been invited to submit new
works. The exhibition will occupy the entire Fremantle Arts Centre.

As well as being highly accessible, the exhibition is intended to have a strong educational
focus, with wall text, tours, talks, and schools’ sheets providing a means to further
understanding the history and diversity of Fremantle. The exhibition’s catalogue will trace
both Fremantle's history and artistic development , and will, of course, act as a momento of
the exhibition.

During this year's Festival of Fremantle a number of related activities will occur at the Arts
Centre. These will include a Fremantle Film and Slide Night, a floor talk by Julian
Goddard, and the Society’s A.G.M. on Friday, November 21.

The official opening takes place on Sunday, October 19. All Fremantle Society members
will be invited.

We are pleased to have received sponsorship from both the Heritage Council of WA, and

the City of Fremantle.
Tj;@

CITY OF

FREMANTLE

The Fremantle Society
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